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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ initiatives and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional 
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. 
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

While there may never be a Law & 
Order spinoff about the work done 
by Eitan Levisohn, “I’m one of those 
lucky people who wakes up every day 
excited about going to work,” says 
the 1992 graduate, a trial attorney 
for the Public Integrity Section of the 
U.S. Department of Justice Criminal 
Division in Washington, DC.  

In the Public Integrity Section, 
Eitan explains, “We prosecute cases 
involving corruption of elected and 
appointed public officials at all levels 
of government and all over the coun-
try, ranging from theft of government 
property to bribery to violations of 
campaign financing laws.  These cases 
typically involve long-term investiga-
tions where we work closely with the 
FBI and other federal law enforcement 
agencies.”

Eitan says his work is rewarding and 
fast-paced. “Since joining the sec-
tion, I’ve personally been involved in 
more than a dozen cases and secured 

several convictions,” he reports, add-
ing, “I also spent the first two months 
of 2009 in Puerto Rico working on the 
trial of the ex-governor.  While the 
timing wasn’t ideal, since I got married 
only a month before I left D.C., it was a 
tremendous experience for a relatively 
new prosecutor, and I must admit that 
there are worse places to spend the 
winter.” 

The path to this dream job was not 
direct.  After earning an undergradu-
ate degree at Brandeis, Eitan spent 
five years in consulting and business 
strategy positions. During that time, 
he says, he figured out what he really 
wanted to do. “At a certain point, 
I realized that my real interests lay 
elsewhere and I started law school 
in 2003, with the goal of becoming a 
federal prosecutor.”

Eitan graduated from Harvard Law 
School in 2006 and spent the follow-
ing year clerking for a federal judge 
in New York City, where he gained 

invaluable experience 
and insights into the 
process of litigating 
in federal court.  He 
was then offered his 
current position with 
the Public Integrity 
Section.  “This job 
was at the top of my 
list,” says Eitan.

The youngest of four 
Levisohn children 
to graduate from 
Maimonides School 
(and uncle to current 
Maimonides students Hannah and 
Hadassah Stanhill), Eitan confirmed 
that his 13 years at the school pre-
pared him well.  “The job is intel-
lectually demanding and requires an 
immense amount of personal and pro-
fessional integrity,” he says. “I apply 
both the intellectual skills and the 
moral and ethical tools that I learned 
during my years at Maimonides nearly 
every single day.”

Federal Prosecutor “Wakes up Every Day Excited about Going to Work”

Avital Bailen (center) is 
flanked by 2009 classmates, 

from left, Shani Weiner, 
Ariela Modigliani Caviglia, 

Zehava Gale and Hana Flesh 
at an Israel Defense Force 

base near Tel Aviv. 

The friends joined Avital as 
she embarked on active duty 
with the IDF under the Garin 

Tsabar program. 

Other alumni who have 
participated in Garin Tsabar, 
which is designed to enable 

Diaspora Jews to prepare for 
service as they make aliyah, 

include Elana Kesselman ’07 
and Ben Nouriel ’05.

Eitan Levisohn ’92

http://www.masaisrael.org/Masa/English/Programs/Tzofim+Garin+Tzabar.htm
http://www.masaisrael.org/Masa/English/Programs/Tzofim+Garin+Tzabar.htm
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“I truly believe that the attitude of 
people can be changed,” says Batya 
Leidner-Ehrlich ’78. And she is in a 
position to work effectively toward 
that goal.

Since 1997, Batya has served as 
national coordinator for rehabilita-
tion services with the Department 
of Mental Health Services in Israel’s 
Ministry of Health. “My area of exper-
tise and responsibility is supportive 
housing,” she reported. “I have devel-
oped and currently supervise 130 
group homes and more than 6,500 
scatter-site supportive housing beds, 
literally from Metulla to Eilat.”

“The greatest challenge of my work is 
the stigma that is attached to men-
tal illness,” Batya continues. She has 
developed a new housing model with 
24-hour staff support. This “virtual 
group home” is a tremendous step 
towards integrating the mentally ill 
into the community, she explains. “By 
creating opportunities for people to 
meet neighbors who are mentally ill, 
we can reduce prejudice and break 
down barriers that exist.”

Two years after graduating from 
Maimonides in 1978, Batya and her 
parents made aliyah. After graduating 
from Shaarei Tzedek nursing school 
in 1983, Batya returned to the U.S. 
for further studies, including an M.A. 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. After a decade working with 
New York City’s homeless mentally ill 
in psychosocial rehabilitation and sup-
portive housing, she returned to Israel 
permanently in 1996.

“When we came to Israel I found that 
community mental health in general 
and rehabilitation services for men-
tally ill adults specifically were in their 
infancy,” Batya recalls. “Supportive 
housing was limited to volunteer 
services by a few scattered not-for-
profits, without any kind of regula-
tions or standards of care. Most of the 
attention and budget was focused on 
in-patient stays and ambulatory care.”

Batya was appointed national coor-
dinator in 1997. “I wanted to use 
my experience and knowledge to 
influence public policy and service 
development,” she explains. “Working 

in the public sec-
tor allows me to 
contribute to the 
country and to its 
people every day.”

“My job entails 
traveling all over 
the country. 
While on the map 
it is such a tiny 
country, there is 
such tremendous 
diversity in climate 
and culture. Even 
after 13 years here, I still get a thrill 
from going up to the Galil during the 
winter and seeing endless fields of 
wildflowers!”

Batya, her husband Danny Ehrlich, 
and their three children—Rafi (about 
to enter the army), Ari (Grade 12) and 
Nili (Grade 9)—reside in Efrat. “My 
grandparents were 10th genera-
tion Yerushalmim who had to leave 
Palestine in the ‘20s,” Batya observed. 
“Making aliyah, and bringing up our 
children here, we are closing a circle.”

1978 Graduate Coordinates Israel’s Housing Support for Mentally Ill

Batya Leidner-Ehrlich ’78

Members of 
the Class of 

1996 and 
guests who 

participated 
in the annual 

Thanksgiving 
touch football 
“Turkey Bowl” 

exhibition 
in Brighton 

gather in the 
bleachers for 
a post-game 

photo.
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 Hanna Rubin ’09, one of dozens 
of members of her graduating class 
spending the current year learning in 
Israel, reports that her visit to IDF sol-
diers with the organization Standing 
Together—a nonprofit organization 
that works to brighten the lives of IDF 
troops—was “one of the best experi-
ences I have had in Israel so far this 
year.” Hanna said she was among 
several women from her seminary 
who traveled to a base near the Dead 
Sea on the third day of Chanukah and 
distributed sufganyot and teddy bears 
to soldiers. “We spent the entire day 
talking to soldiers and giving them 
good Hanukah cheer,” she said. “The 
soldiers were all really sweet and 
seemed truly happy that we were 
there and cared so much about them. 
I really felt like I had made a difference 
in their lives.” 

 Jeremy Salzberg ’05 and Elana 
Roth ‘05, Maimonides classmates 

from 2005, sat next to each other 
during recent commencement cer-
emonies at New York University. Both 
graduated with honors. 

 Yossi Ciment ’08 was featured in a 
cover photograph of the Dec. 3 issue 
of Caring Headlines, Massachusetts 
General Hospital’s newsletter for 
patient care services. Yossi worked 
with his father to install a sukkah serv-
ing a unit at MGH.

 Sarah Bronson ’90 is the English 
Editor for ZimZoom magazine, which 
is distributed in North American 
Jewish day schools to students in 
Grades 4-7. “The magazine is meant to 
help promote Jewish pride and values, 
identity with Israel, and Hebrew lan-
guage skills,” Sarah reports. Each issue 
is accompanied by resource materials 
for teachers, such as ideas for lesson 
plans, vocabulary lists for English or 
Hebrew classes, group projects, and 
chesed opportunities.

Maimonides Graduates Here and There…

Have you filled out the 2009 Alumni Survey yet? Go to www.maimonides.org/alumni
New: Visit Maimonides on Facebook! • Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube!

Valerie (Kaufman) Farber ’77 
returned to her alma mater on Nov. 19 
and spoke to two groups of students 
on the development and content of 
her novel City of Refuge. 

Valerie, who made aliyah in 1985 and 
resides in Chashmonaim, delivered 
separate presentations to Upper and 
Middle School students. She not only 
described the story, which is set dur-
ing the period of the shoftim, but also 
explained the research she conducted 
to authenticate various practices, 
including food storage and textiles. 

A graduate of MIT, Valerie told the 
students that she was especially inter-
ested in the metallurgical episodes. 
She displayed examples of various 
implements in use, such as a sundial, a 
spindle and a wax tablet. 

During her presentation, Valerie 
emphasized the halachic components 
central to her novel, and interacted 
with students regarding their under-
standing of various mitzvot and mish-
nayot inherent in the narrative.

Details on the book are available at 
www.cityofrefugenovel.com. Copies 
at $14 each are available from the 

Maimonides Alumni Office. Write to 
alumni@maimonides.org for more 
information.

Alumna Brings Her Biblical Novel, and Its Message, to Maimonides 

Valerie (Kaufman) Farber ’77 chats  
with Shoshana Traum ‘13.

Several Cleveland-area graduates and  
family members recently gathered at the 

home of Mrs. Lili Bronson in Beachwood, OH, 
for a Maimonides alumni event she initiated. 
Pictured, from left, are Dr. Yoel Anouchi ’76, 

Mrs. Marcia Anouchi, Rabbi Noam Shapiro 
’97 and Rabbi Moshe Berger ’66. Also 

attending was Prof. Eva Kahana ’58.

http://www.stogether.org/
http://www.stogether.org/
http://www.mgh.harvard.edu/pcs/CaringHeadlines/PDF/2009/December_3_2009.pdf
http://www.mgh.harvard.edu/pcs/CaringHeadlines/PDF/2009/December_3_2009.pdf
http://www.zimzoommagazine.com/
http://www.maimonides.org/alumni/survey.php
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