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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ initiatives and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional 
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. 
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Nathan Gilson ’08 is involved with 
a fledgling group at the University 
of Michigan that is taking a different 
approach to Israel advocacy, with 
hopes of going national over the next 
few years.

The mission of Tamid: Israel Invest-
ment Group (www.tamidgroup.
org), established only last year, spans  
education, endowment manage-
ment, and association with Israeli 
businesses. “We have weekly semi-
nars with Israeli business leaders, 
entrepreneurs, and expert professors 
from Michigan’s Ross School of Busi-
ness,” Nathan related.  “We also take it 
upon ourselves to educate the entire 
student body, advertising and hosting 
events that focus on Israeli business 
and innovation.”

“We are raising funds and applying 
for grants to build an endowment 
significant enough for our members 

to actively manage, trading exclu-
sively Israeli securities,” said Nathan, 
a freshman at Michigan. “We are also 
raising funds to send students to 
Israeli companies for summer intern-
ships.  I hope to get an internship with 
an Israeli company over the next few 
years.”

“A small group of us, as a side project, 
has decided to contribute to the 
Israeli business world by volunteering 
to consult,” he added.  “Our project 
manager is a senior in the business 
school who was recently hired by 
one of the USA’s top consulting firms. 
We locate Israeli start-ups and offer 
to advise them on specific goals, 
from marketing and public rela-
tions to business structure and web 
design. We meet with our clients via 
videoconference.”

Nathan reports that he also is involved 
in other pro-Israel groups at Michigan. 

At Maimonides, “Rabbi 
(Jon) Bloomberg’s David 
Project class prepared 
me to effectively answer 
a lot of the anti-Israel 
rhetoric,” he said. “But 
I feel that Tamid is a 
group that can rise 
above the discourse to 
support Israel in a positive, concrete 
way.  We are investing in Israel’s 
future.  And by making tomorrow’s 
leaders more comfortable with the 
Israeli business scene, I feel we are 
even promoting aliyah.”

Nathan invites any alumni who work 
in small Israeli businesses interested in 
Tamid consulting services to contact 
him at ngg921@gmail.com. The group 
also welcomes financial support, he 
added.

New College Group Is All Business When It Comes to Israel Advocacy

Nathan Gilson ’08

Graduates and family 
members of the Class 
of 1990 pose during a 

recent mini-reunion 
hosted by Dr. Josh 

Hurwitz in Norwalk, 
CT.
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Amy Levenson ’80 is back on Wall 
Street, and she looks back on her years 
at Maimonides as instrumental in her 
career success.

Amy has joined NewOak Capital in 
New York City after a two-year hiatus 
from the financial world. As managing 
director and chairman of the firm’s 
new commercial real estate loans and 
properties capital markets group, she is 
responsible for creating and executing 
real estate capital market solutions for 
clients. 

Amy has more than 25 years of expe-
rience on Wall Street, most recently 
with Barclays Capital and a long stint 
at Goldman Sachs, where she divided 
her tenure between institutional bond 
trading and sales to the hedge fund 
and insurance industries. She also 
served as managing director at Grubb 
& Ellis.

Maimonides teachers, she said, “really 
allowed me to develop creativity and 
to find solutions. Also, I experienced a 
tremendous amount of love and care 
from the vast majority of the faculty.” 
Later, she related, “I obviously associ-
ated that with learning and developed 
a strong love of learning.” She earned 
her BA in Economics and English from 
Columbia University and her MBA 
in finance from Columbia Business 
School. 

“As a female, I never for one moment 
experienced anything but equality 
at Maimonides,” she said. “When I 
decided I wanted to be a bond trader, 
it never dawned on me to back off 
since I would be the only woman 
trader at my firm...and among the first 
in the industry.”

“Professionals who have worked with 
Amy know that her level of energy, 

integrity, and desire 
to help the clients is 
unmatched,” said Ron 
D’Vari, CEO and co-
founder of NewOak 
Capital. “We are glad 
to have Amy lead our 
team of experts focusing 
on real estate capital 
markets solutions, a critical service 
demanded by the market and our 
clients.” 

That record began rather modestly, 
Amy laughs. “Having been the 
dumbest one in my math class for 
many years allowed me to experi-
ence an unusual sense of comfort 
whenever I was out of my element and 
working with extraordinary geniuses 
on new products. Therefore I never 
felt intimidated when facing the more 
esoteric financial products, but rather I 
plugged along until I learned them.”

Amy Levenson ’80 Returns to Wall Street, This Time in Real Estate

Maimonides Graduates Here and There…
 Rachel Levitt Klein ‘90, assistant 

lower school principal at the Melvin J. 
Berman Hebrew Academy of Greater 
Washington, will be featured at an 
evening of learning Nov. 15 to honor 
the memory of Amy Kahan, z”l, beloved 
wife of Dr. Jeremy Kahan ’83. The free 
lecture is planned for Young Israel of 
Brookline beginning at 8pm. Rachel, 
a former teacher at Maimonides, will 
be teaching at a program sponsored 
by Ma’ayan, where she also served on 
the faculty. Amy Kahan served as a 
Program Director for Ma’ayan.

 Deborah Bellin ‘09, learning this 
year at the Tiferet Center in Ramat Beit 
Shemesh, reports that Pesha Secunda 

Fischer ’94 and former Maimonides 
student Rabbi Michael Bramson 
are among her teachers. “For Rosh 
Hashanah our school sent us to have 
dinner with families who live in the 
neighborhood, and it turned out the 
mother of my host also graduated from 
Maimo, Sherri (Cooper) Saperstein 
‘88. Talk about a small world!”

 Ada (Greenwald) Jacobowitz ’53 
would like to inform alumni residing 
in and visiting Israel know that her 
husband, the pianist Dr. Ronald 
 Jacobowitz, is scheduled to perform 
a benefit concert for Amit on Sunday, 
Nov. 8. The concert is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. at the home of Shas and 

Ren’ne Stein, 41/15 Karen Hayesod 
(fourth floor) in Jerusalem. “There is 
an elevator—go to the fourth floor 
and walk down four steps to the apart-
ment.” Dr. Jacobowitz, a former music 
director of Tucson Chamber Music 
Cooperative, retired from Arizona State 
University in 2000 as emeritus professor 
of mathematics, allowing him time to 
devote his full attention to music.

 Maimonides School once again will 
host alumni from the five most recent 
graduating classes (2005–2009) at 
a Thanksgiving weekend gathering 
Friday morning, Nov. 27, between 9 and 
noon. RSVP to alumni@maimonides.
org or (617) 232-4452, ext. 405.

Amy Levenson ’80
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Matt Brenner ‘93 is co-founder of 
Israel Solar Partners, a renewable 
energy investment management firm 
that provides investors access to high-
yielding solar projects in Israel.

The mission of the firm is “installing 
our own photovoltaic solar systems, 
and selling the electricity to the 
national utility, the Israel Electric 
Corp., under long-term agreements.”  
Israel Solar Partners intends to 
identify and develop solar projects, 
contract for their implementation and 
manage them once they have been 
commissioned.

“Israel Solar Partners encourages 
investors to take advantage of a 
recently-introduced government 
support mechanism in Israel, known 
as a feed-in tariff, as well as the coun-
try’s high level of solar radiation,” said 
Matt, who made aliyah in July. The 
firm is seeking $15 million in equity 
capital, to be leveraged with bank 
debt, to invest in projects totaling 
12 megawatts. This would provide 
enough electricity to meet the annual 
needs of over 2,000 homes.

The focus, as described in the firm’s 
investment documents, is on the 
”mid-size” market with systems that 
generate between 50 kilowatts and 
one megawatt of electricity.  “Mid-size 
systems are a niche market which has 
not yet gained the attention that the 
market for larger systems has received 
and which offers very attractive 
returns for investors” the partners say.

“The Israeli agricultural sector (some 
4,000 farms) provides a large amount 
of rooftop space that is particularly 
well-suited for photovoltaic system 
deployment and is available at 
attractive long-term rental rates,” 
the partners point out in their docu-
ment.  “Additionally, the Negev desert, 
comprising over 50 percent of Israel’s 
land mass and having very high levels 
of solar radiation, offers significant 
opportunity for larger ground-
mounted systems.”

Matt, who is a CPA, has more than 
seven years of experience in financial 
management, including as a member 
of the Finance and Administration 
group, Merchant Banking Division 

of Goldman 
Sachs. He was 
responsible for 
the manage-
ment of several 
private equity 
funds. Matt 
earned his B.S. 
in accounting 
from Yeshiva 
University. “The 
long days at 
Maimonides—
often followed 
by basketball games or practice—
helped prepare me for the dedication 
that is required in the workplace,” he 
asserted.

Matt and his business partner, Jona-
than Conforti, are scheduled to be 
in the U.S. during the first half of 
November. Matt can be reached at 
matt@israelsolarpartners.com or by 
phone at (917) 589-8614 (U.S. line).

Graduate’s New Firm Focuses on Israel Solar Energy Investments

Matt Brenner ‘93


