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CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share information on
individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing educated, obser-
vant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional or personal achieve-
ments, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. Please contact us at 
alumni@maimonides.org.

Sharona (Karger) Kay ’87 teaches
social studies at a public high school
in Boca Raton, FL, and serves as
advisor to the school’s Save Darfur
Club.“My Holocaust studies class
wanted to do something that would
make ‘Never Again’ a reality,” she
relates.

The answer was “Triangles of Truth,”
which already has raised more than
$21,000 for the Save Darfur Coalition
and the Genocide Intervention
Network. Since the spring of 2007, it
has grown from one high school
class to dozens of other schools,
colleges, synagogues and yeshivot,
she reports.

“Rabbi (Efrem) Goldberg gave a d’var
Torah at Boca Raton Synagogue one
Shabbat morning where he said that
the best way to honor someone
who has passed away is to give
charity in his or her name to a
worthy cause,” she recounted. “I
connected the Holocaust and
Darfur in my mind as I listened to
the d’var Torah and it all clicked
from there.” (The assistant rabbi at
the shul is Rabbi Aaron Levitt ’94.) 

Sharona explains that students,
mostly juniors and seniors, make
triangles out of card stock. The
writing on each shape honors the
memory of a specific victim of the
Shoah, and includes the following
statement:“I choose to end

genocide in Darfur today. I was not
able to help then. I am willing and
able to help now.” Sharona empha-
sizes that “we want to honor each
and every victim named on a
triangle. We never throw any away.”

“My students started with five-year-
olds and are now working on
remembering nine-year-olds,” she
says.“They have written over 21,000
names, sold each triangle for $1, then
hung the triangles at our school and
at other participating schools and
synagogues. You can also see our
website at
www.trianglesoftruth.org.”

Sharona invites other schools and
yeshivot to participate.“You just tell
me how many triangles you want, my
students prepare them, and mail

them out to you. You
sell them for $1 each,
and mail us a check back when you
are done so we can donate it.”

This program “can be exceptionally
meaningful in terms of teaching

students about the Holocaust, as
well as empowering young people
to feel that they can truly make
‘Never Again’ have some meaning,”
Sharona testifies.“We know we
have not yet stopped the genocide
in Darfur but we also know that the
money we have raised has given
some people food, blankets, and
will maybe even help end the
genocide sooner than it would
have ended otherwise.”

Teacher Finds “Triangles of Truth” Bring New Meaning to “Never Again”

Sharona (Karger)
Kay ’87 and family

A Triangles of Truth display.
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Non-Stop Chesed During Gaza Hostilities for Graduate’s Israel Relief Fund

Yitzhak (Eric) Sokoloff ’72 and his
Keshet Israel Relief Fund are returning
to normal levels of activity after several
weeks of non-stop chesed during Israel’s
response to rocket attacks from Hamas
in Gaza last month.

The fund, a 2003 offshoot of his educa-
tional tourism business, established
contacts with the local municipalities
and volunteer organizations, identifying
worthy projects requiring immediate
assistance,Yitzhak reported.“We raised
$30,000 for activities in Sderot, Netivot,
Nitzan and Ashkelon, supporting the
feeding of the elderly population and
over 100 volunteers in Sderot, busing
families out of Sderot for Shabbatot
near Jerusalem, providing appropriate
winter clothing to an IDF unit and
assisting the Israel Trauma Association.”
He added,“We also provided funds to
Palestinians contacts in Gaza who have
opposed Hamas and who are therefore
in danger of retribution.”

Yitzhak, who was studying in Israel
during the Yom Kippur War, made
aliyah in 1976. He served in the Foreign
Ministry for about eight years before
establishing Keshet:The Center for
Educational Tourism in Israel.“The
primary goal of Keshet is to make it
possible for individuals and groups
visiting Israel to really explore the
country and its society,”Yitzhak
explained.“We see ourselves primarily
as Jewish educators and we have
replaced the classical concept of an
Israeli tour guide with one of the
master teacher who is knowledgeable
and passionate both about Israel and
its history and Judaism and its values.”
The firm works with youth programs,
synagogues, school and private family
groups and special seminars, he said.

Keshet began its chesed arm in 2003 in
support of the Koby Mandell
Foundation.When fighting against
Hezbollah erupted in the summer of
2006,Yitzhak said,“We decided to

mobilize all of our
resources to
adopt the
communities of
Acco, Zefat and
Kiryat Shemonah.
Our guides
became drivers
and our office
staffed filled vans
with diapers,
arts and crafts
materials,
heaters, food and whatever seemed to
be needed for the shelters in the north.

Philanthropic work is now a permanent
segment of Keshet’s activities.The fund
“remains our major arm for emergency
relief and under its banner we went to
work again when the bombardment of
Israeli cities reached crisis levels last
spring. At that point our major activity
in the south was to operate an R & R
program for the mental health workers
of Sderot, whom we brought to the
north for a period of rest and a profes-
sional seminar, and to support Kibbutz
Reishit, an urban religious kibbutz in
Jerusalem that does amazing work and
which has inspired an entire movement
of urban kibbutzim and garinim.”

Yitzhak and his wife Ruti have resided
in Efrat for 13 years.They have five
children, ranging in age from 23 to
eight. His latest venture is called Second
Draft,“combating the one-sided
coverage of the war and the Arab-Israel
conflict in general in international news
outlets.”Details on the tour programs
are available from yitzhak@keshet
israel.co.il or www.keshetisrael.co.il.
Donations may be made to the Keshet
Israel Relief Fund, 244 North Ave, New
Rochelle NY 10801.

Yitzhak (Eric) Sokoloff ’72

Rabbi Dr. Kenneth Chelst, husband of
Dr. Tamy Simon Chelst ’66, has just
published Exodus and Emancipation, a
book of essays "interweaving a
comparison of Biblical and African-
American slavery. It should help
enhance our understanding of the
Pesach experience and will serve as
an excellent springboard for Seder
discussion," said Dr. Chelst, whose
father, Rabbi Isaac Simon, z"l, was a
beloved teacher and rebbe at
Maimonides for 30 years.

Rabbi Chelst is a professor and
academic department chair at Wayne
State University in Detroit. He is a
graduate of Yeshiva University, New
York University and M.I.T., and
received semicha from Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary of
Yeshiva University, where he was a
student of Rabbi Dr. Joseph B.
Soloveitchik, zt"l, and Rabbi Dr. Aharon
Lichtenstein.The book, from Urim
Pulications, is available on
Amazon.com. For a table of contents
and overview, see www.exodusand
emancipation.com.

New Book by Son-in-Law of Rabbi Simon, z"l
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Halacha Is Paramount in Graduate’s Arsenal of Infertility Technology

Dr. Joshua Hurwitz ’90 says he is
“passionate about helping couples
build their families.”

Infertility affects up to one in six
couples trying to conceive, he said, so
the medical specialty he chose,
reproductive endocrinology and
infertility,“is a wonderful combi-
nation of cutting-edge science,
clinical skills and building strong
personal relationships that are
fostered during this very intense time
period for my patients.”

Joshua, who completed a three year
fellowship in reproductive
endocrinology at the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine in New York,
specializes in treating Orthodox
couples.“There are many areas of
intersection between halachic
considerations and medical treat-
ments for infertility,” he explained.
“The first is that taharat hamishpacha
and the laws of niddah always need
to be respected. It is important to
actively manage treatment cycles
such as inseminations and in vitro

fertilization (IVF) with an eye towards
avoiding any niddah issues.”

“Another major concern is to ensure
that the maternal and paternal
lineage is halachically validated to
avoid any concerns over mamzerut,”
he continued. Every IVF center has
extremely strict regulations and
protocols to ensure that the proper
embryos are transferred into the
proper patients. However, these
secular regulatory protocols may not
be halachically valid. Some halachic
authorities may require a shomeret
(guardian) or aidah (witness) in order
to physically monitor the oocytes
every time they are worked upon in
the laboratory.”

Other priorities involve Shabbat and
festivals, he said.“It is impossible to
predict when the treatments will be
required and they sometimes fall on
Shabbat or Yom Tov. In these cases,
my practice will often put patients up
in a hotel across the street from the
IVF center in order to facilitate their
presence for the all-important egg
retrieval and embryo transfer proce-
dures.”

Also, he pointed out,“there are
medical considerations that need to
be dealt with in Jewish couples, such
as performing all of the appropriate
Ashkenazic and Sephardic genetic
testing for diseases that are more
prevalent in these populations.”

Joshua, whose practice is in Norwalk,
CT, works closely with a patient
advocacy group called A Torah
Information Medium of Exchange
(ATIME), which defines itself as “the
premier organization that offers
advocacy, education, guidance,
research and support through our
many programs to Jewish men,
women, and couples struggling with
reproductive health and infertility.”
ATIME, Joshua said, also “provides a
very warm personal touch to an
otherwise anxiety-provoking and
difficult time for patients. This issue is
exceedingly distressing for Jewish
couples for whom there is such a
strong emphasis in daily life on
children and family matters.”

“I have always looked at my
Maimonides education as the
foundation for my professional
career,” Joshua asserted.“The long
hours and dedication required to
excel in a dual curriculum prepared
me for the rigors of medical school.
Switching back and forth between
limudei kodesh and secular classes
honed my skills for synthesizing large
and varied types of information.”

“The 12 years of long hours and hard
work also helped me realize the
importance of close bonds and
teamwork with my colleagues, as my
friends and classmates were the ones
who helped me through any rough
patches during my Maimonides
career.”

Dr. Joshua Hurwitz ’90


