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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share information on
individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing educated, obser-
vant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional or personal achieve-
ments, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. Please contact us at 
alumni@maimonides.org.

Eli Kazhdan ’86, former candidate
for Knesset, chief of staff of Israel’s
Ministry of Industry and Trade, and
right-hand man to Natan Sharansky,
“had a great time in Israel’s political
and government system. Thank God
I’m having a great time in the Israeli
business world as well.”

These days, Eli is CEO of CityBook
Services, an outsourcing company
with nearly 200 employees and three
offices in Israel. The company
flourishes to a large degree because
its entire workforce is composed of
Haredi women who are American
olot, and thus proficient in English.
(CityBook is named for Kiryat Sefer,
the traditional name of Modi’in Illit,
its home base.)

“We partner with a U.S.-based
company called Madison Commercial
Real Estate Services (www.madison
cres.com). They do all the sales and
marketing and we do all the
production work,” Eli described.
“Between us and them we virtually
work around the clock… We do title
insurance in all 50 states. We provide
financial due-diligence for
commercial real estate acquisitions,
performing thorough financial audits
of the real estate assets and verifying
all financial statements. We do lease
abstracting, which means we take
long, complicated commercial real
estate leases and turn them into
succinct, readable executive
summaries.”

“We obviously can’t be unaffected by
the financial crisis—our core
business is the U.S. real estate
market,” Eli acknowledges.“But
between us and our U.S. partner, we
are one of the largest real estate
services companies in the U.S., with
one of the most diverse gamut of
services. ”

As Thomas Friedman has pointed
out, technology has revolutionized
subcontracting,“flattening” the world.
“When you think of outsourcing,” Eli
observes,“you immediately think of
going to India because of the cheap
labor. True, cheap labor is
important—but in Israel we have a
different, no less important
competitive advantage: we have
thousands of people here for whom
English is their mother tongue, with
fine cultural affinities to the U.S. As a
result, there are certain types of work
that it makes business sense to
outsource here.”

In the Haredi community,“We have
found a fantastic reservoir of a
professional work force. Their level of
English, computers and math is on
par with or higher than the average
in Israel. And with the training we
give them, they become top-notch
paralegals… We always find that a
woman who is able to juggle seven
or eight kids in the house is also
going to be very organized at work
and able to take on challenges and
complete them on time,” Eli

comments. “Haredi employment has
become an integral part of the
globalization of Israel’s economy.”

Fortunately for Eli, he seems to be
able to juggle his professional life
with many other activities, as board
member of a number of non-profit
organizations, political analyst on
Israel’s leading Russian TV station,
one of the founders of the Shira
Hadasha minyan, avid bike rider, and
star center-fielder on his softball
team. He and his wife, Adina Kamien-
Kazhdan, curator of modern art for
the Israel Museum, have three
children.

“Israel is truly an amazing place,” says
Eli,“with virtually unlimited
opportunities to get involved in
many aspects of Israel’s sometimes
complicated but always exciting
challenges.”

Graduate Finds Fulfillment in Israeli Business as Well as Politics

Eli Kazhdan ’86 with colleague Joe Rosenbaum
of Madison Commercial Real Estate Services,

sister company of Kazhdan’s CityBook Services.
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Davida Wolfson ’08 was a key
organizer in the “Wake up the World
Rally,” held December 25 in down-
town Jerusalem. The event, in sup-
port of the residents of the belea-
guered city of Sderot, was co-spon-
sored by The David Project, Aish
HaTorah, the Sderot Media Center
and Stand with Us International.

After taking an Israel advocacy class
as a Maimonides senior, she enrolled
in the David Project’s summer
Campus Fellows Seminar at Boston
University.“I completed the program
feeling very well educated in the pol-
itics of the Middle East,” says Davida,
who is learning this year at Nishmat,
the Jerusalem Center for Advanced
Jewish Study for Women in the Pat
neighborhood.

“It didn’t take long after I first arrived
to experience first-hand the ‘tensions’
between Israelis and Palestinians that

I had spent over a year learning
about,” she recounts.“Having
Palestinian children throw rocks at
my bus as I traveled through Eastern
Jerusalem, or Palestinian women
spitting on my friends and I walking
to shul Shabbos morning in
Chevron… Most upsetting of all was
watching the blatant transgression of
the ceasefire by Hamas and finding
no reaction condemning Hamas by
the media.

“Hamas has shot over 100 rockets
during the ceasefire that ended Dec.
19 and over 10,000 since the initial
takeover in 2005.”

“I personally feel that it is my respon-
sibility and obligation to take action
as a fellow Jew and supporter of
Medinat Yisrael,” she asserts.“I con-
tacted my teacher Zeev Ben Shachar
from the David Project, and soon
after got the support from Aish

HaTorah, Stand with Us, as well as the
Sderot Media Center… The theme of
our Rally for Peace 2008 is to ‘Wake
Up the World’ and we are hoping for
a very strong presence of both
American and Israeli students alike,
Jewish and non-Jewish.”

Davida, who is also aserving as an
intern with The Israel Project, hopes
to major in communications and
journalism at Boston University in the
fall.

Recent Alumna Key Organizer of Jerusalem Rally Supporting Sderot

Graduate’s Book Wins Shazar Prize in Jewish History
Rabbi Haym Soloveitchik ’54, pro-
fessor of Jewish history at Yeshiva
University, has been awarded the
5768 Shazar Prize in Jewish History
for his book “Wine in Ashkenaz in the
Middle Ages: Yayin Nesekh—A Study
in the History of Halakhah.”The book
was published in Hebrew.

According to a review in HaAretz,
“This is indeed an impressive study,
replete with knowledge and under-
standing, one that opens a window
onto Ashkenaz, the Jewish communi-

ty in medieval Germany, a communi-
ty that constantly fought the influ-
ences and persecution of the Gentile
world in whose midst it lived.”The
book is “a portrait of the everyday
lives of the Jews in Ashkenaz and
France in the Middle Ages.”

“This fascinating volume touches on
two areas that are impossible to sep-
arate: halakhic research and the his-
tory of the Jews of Ashkenaz in the
Middle Ages,” the review continues.
“The halakhic matters it discusses are

not simple, but the author presents
them [clearly and accessibly], such
that a layman can also understand
them. The book, which includes
numerous colorful maps and illustra-
tions, is written out of a kind of
delight and joyfulness that can’t help
but infect the reader.”

The prize is named for Zalman
Shazar, an early Zionist and third
president of Israel, who was also a
prolific writer.

Davida Wolfson ’08
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Allan S. Galper ’88 has been named a
partner in the law firm McCarter &
English, working out of the Newark-based
firm’s Boston office in the area of corpo-
rate law. Allan graduated from Harvard
University in 1992 and Fordham
University School of Law in 1996. As a
Maimonides senior, he was president of
the Student Council.

Galper Makes Partner “Lonely Man of Faith” Screening at School
The Alumni Council is sponsoring a screening of “Lonely Man of
Faith: The Life and Legacy of Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik” on
Motza’ei Shabbat, Jan. 17, beginning at 7:45 p.m. at the school.
The documentary on the Rav, released in November 2006 , fea-
tures interviews with several volunteer leaders and key person-
alities in the development of Maimonides School. The free
screening will be followed by a panel discussion by alumni and
former parents reflecting on the Rav's influence at Maimonides,
then and now. RSVP for this special program by replying to this
e-news, calling (617) 232-4452, ext. 105, or writing to
alumni@maimonides.org.

Members of the Classes of 1996 and 2002 (with assorted members of classes of 1998, 2000, 2001 and 2008) pose
after squaring off in the annual Turkey Bowl, a Thanksgiving football exhibition on the fields at Cleveland Circle.

The annual match began in 1997 as a way for members of ’96 to stay in touch. As the years passed, it became
harder to field two teams, and Dovid Osband ’02 came to the rescue with his classmates.“Once the class of ‘96
heard the news, they decided that they would not be looked at as old men, and decided to offer a challenge.”
This year, he reports,“the wisdom of age and veteran guile could not defeat youth and vigor, and 2002 prevailed
by the score of 15-13. It was a close match, and everyone agreed that we made Mr. D. proud.”


