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CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share 
information on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of

preparing educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback, as we strive to
present a panorama of the school’s 54-year alumni community. Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Maimonides School graduates from all over the world are
responding to the passing of Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z"l,
with fond memories.

"The gentle Rabbi Wohlgemuth, with his impressive mixture
of scholarship and
charm, led us for
many years on an
exciting journey of
Jewish learning,"
recalled Steven
Bayme '67. "In his
presence you sensed
the depth of his
sincere religious
commitment and
feeling, his vast
erudition in Jewish
texts and his general
worldliness." 

Ada Jacobowitz '53, a member of the first graduating class,
recounted an episode: "Once, when I had been asked to
leave class for talking out of turn, Rabbi Soloveitchik came to
visit the school, as he often did. Rabbi Wohlgemuth, not
wanting me to be embarrassed, motioned me back into the
room and made some remark about my having been on an
errand—not mentioning that my 'errand' had been to learn
self-control in the classroom. He always seemed to be
looking for the good in each of us."

"He communicated affection and concern for each student,"
concurred Rabbi Yitzhack Rubin '56. "He made each of us
feel important. He taught us that a rabbi can be a friend."
Recalled Ethel Chaya Igel '66, "I have such fond memories
of Maimonides and of Rabbi Wohlgemuth. He used to call
me 'shirim' because I liked to hum and sing in class." 

"He was my fondest childhood memory of Maimonides,"
wrote Estelle Lajmer-Gomolka '81. "He was an extraor-

dinary teacher who cared about ALL his students. He
believed that everyone was a learner no matter their ability
academically. He made you feel that you could make
mistakes in his class and the world didn't end." Rabbi

Wohlgemuth was
renowned for his class
Be’urei HaTefillah. "My
notes from B"H, the
white covered spiral-
bound sourcebooks
Rabbi Wohlgemuth
created with his lists 
of questions in the
back, are a precious
legacy," said Yonina
Siegal '82.

"As a teacher myself, I
always think about him
and his teaching style,
and the relationship he

had with his students," wrote Rabbi Craig Liberman '91,
who is an educator with Ohr Someach's Yesod. Sima
(Twersky) Jacoby '61, a principal at Yeshiva of Greater
Washington, shares Rabbi Wohlgemuth's teachings with her
students, "always with an introduction about his sterling
character and warmth."

"It wasn't about the tests and the homework—it was about
the connection between him and his students that made
him such a great teacher," said Barry Kling '82. "Rabbi
Wohlgemuth, z''l, was that rare rebbe who accepted every
talmid for who he or she was," agreed classmate Mitch
Morrison '82.

"I remember Rabbi Wohlgemuth on Lag B'Omer teaching
me how to row a boat," wrote Gary Cantor '70. Sarah
Bronson '90 of Jerusalem lived next door to Rabbi and Mrs.
Wohlgemuth in Brookline for many years. She noted on her

Five Decades of Alumni Share Memories of Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z"l

Rabbi Wohlgemuth joins, from left, Simon Liberman '84, David Schiff '85 and

Jonathan Kolodny '85 during Chol HaMoed Sukkot more than 25 years ago.

Continued on page 2

ALUMNI MOURN BELOVED TEACHER RABBI WOHLGEMUTH
We are pleased to share these memories of Rabbi Wohlgemuth with alumni.

Similar articles will be published in an upcoming Kol Rambam for the wider school community.
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blog that he was "my ride to school for many years, my

Chumash and Gemara teacher for two years, and one of the

nicest, most caring teachers anyone could hope to have." 

"I also participated in and benefited from Rabbi

Wohlgemuth's wonderful Shabbat afternoon Talmud class,"

recounted Jennifer (Kosowsky) Michaelson '85. "It was

such a special experience to have time with Rabbi

Wohlgemuth apart from school hours. Outside of the

classroom, in the hallways, Rabbi Wohlgemuth was equally

special and unique. His gentle loving-kindness for each and

every one of us was remarkable. We each knew that he

sincerely cared about us, how our day was going, what was

bothering us, what was going on in our lives." 

"There was something so appealing about this Shabbat

shiur that nothing could stop me from being there every

Shabbat, rain or shine," added Allen Houben '98. "Rabbi

Wohlgemuth's charm and charisma permeated the room,

inspiring even the typically uninterested student to hang on

to every word." 

Tova Katz '01 was a member of the last graduating class to

learn from Rabbi Wohlgemuth. "I also was part of the group

of Maimonides students who walked to the rabbi's nursing

home in Brighton on Shabbat afternoons to study with

him," she recounted. "We spanned many grades—from

elementary school to high school—and I am sure that none

of us will ever forget our memories of visiting the rabbi and

rebbetzin, noshing on cookies and juice, and seeing their

faces light up with smiles as we walked in." 

Rebecca Zibman '03 recalled that after his retirement,

"Rabbi Wohlgemuth continued to come to school every

single day. His driver would pull up to the school where a

student would be waiting to carefully help him out of the

car and patiently guide him into the building. Once inside,

he would go into shul where another student would help

him put on his tefillin… I think his greatest mitzvah was that

he gave so many people the opportunity to do such an

important mitzvah for him. It was truly inspiring." 

Among Maimonides graduates' fondest memories of 

Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z"l, are his stories—"from the

midrashim and aggadot of our tradition," said Rabbi Asher
Lopatin '82.

"In seventh grade, in 1976, when we had a double hour of

Talmud, he took out an hour—or 52 minutes, to be exact—

to read us stories," he continued. "I still remember the story

of the poor rav who had to return the golden table-foot so

as not to be missing it when he got to heaven. I know that

Rabbi Wohlgemuth, and his dear wife, Berta, a"h, are in

shamayim sitting at the most beautiful table, with all its

golden legs—if not a few extra."

"While I always appreciated the opportunity to lay my head

down on my desk as I listened to another of his stories (5:38

p.m. is late for a seventh grader!), it is only now as I hear

those same stories recounted in shiurim and by my children

that I understand how intrinsic they were to my education,"

said Janet (Bernstein) Eisenberg '86.

"Rabbi Wohlgemuth taught us that Torah had a heart, a

sense of humor, that it loved us and wanted it to love it,"

said Rabbi Lopatin. "Classes always started with a joke, or

the kindest, most loving humorous rebuke, or a long

apology that B”H was limited to only 42 minutes a week, so

he had no time to joke around or kibbitz—which he still

went on to do! Never mind, in whatever time was allotted,

Rabbi Wohlgemuth fitted in the teachings which so many of

us live by every day of our lives."

Arnold Bramson, one of Rabbi Wohlgemuth's earliest

students (and whose three children attended the school),

recounted how he "was my eighth grade rebbe at

Maimonides, which also was the year of my bar mitzvah.

Being the first bar mitzvah at Maimonides, I was privileged

to have the Rav, zt"l, write a bar mitzvah drosho for me."

Rabbi Soloveitchik asked Rabbi Wohlgemuth "to monitor

my grasping the material and presenting it properly. Rabbi

Wohlgemuth accepted this task, which involved countless

precious hours of his time, with great joy and enthusiasm. To

make sure that I didn't simply memorize the drosho, which

was written in Hebrew, without understanding what I was

saying, the Rav and Rabbi Wohlgemuth had me write and

deliver an English counterpart of the drosho as well as recite

the Hebrew version. What better way was there to make

sure that I understood the material?" 

Alumni Memories Continued from page 1
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More than 50 Maimonides School
alumni and families, representing all
seven decades of the school's
existence, convened at Eretz HaChaim
Cemetery in Beit Shemesh, Israel on
Jan. 8 to pay tribute at the burial of
their beloved teacher, Rabbi Isaiah
Wohlgemuth, z"l.

The ceremonies were "perfectly
symbolic of the rebbe we revered—
dignified, modest and loving, while
spanning several decades and multiple
generations," said Joshua Wolff '89. "It
was a beautiful tribute to a malach of a
man," agreed Phyllis (Kranz) Corn '78.

Since it was Rosh Chodesh Shevat,
there were no hespeidim. Instead,
Rabbi Mendy Gopin '66 addressed
Rabbi Wohlgemuth with words of
hakarat hatov on behalf of the
hundreds of lives he touched, for the
fundamental skills and passion for
Torah learning that he transmitted.
Rabbi Gopin cited an observation by
two alumni parents in attendance that

at parent-teacher conferences, "they
reserved their last meeting to be with
Rabbi Wohlgemuth because he could
only say good things about every
single student, and every parent
wanted to end their evening on that
note."

In the context of a dvar Torah, his son
Shlomoh said that "all of Rabbi
Wohlgemuth's students were his
children, and he therefore felt the
obligation to teach all of us as a father
teaches his child."

Said Debra Weiner '74, "Shlomoh
explained so eloquently the reason
why we studied (Masechet) Brachot,
Shabbat, Pesachim—because the goal
at Maimonides was to create 'frume
yidden,' not roshei yeshiva. Certainly by
seeing Rabbi Wohlgemuth's students
in Israel there to pay tribute to him
and to reconnect with one another,
Shlomoh's words rang true." She
described it as "more of a celebration
of his life than a funeral."

"This is the man who imbued us with a

depth of understanding of prayer.

Without those teachings our

relationship to the text, history and

poetry of the siddur would be weak

facsimile of what we know prayer to

be," noted former student Susan
Levenson Wolf. "This was the man,

who, as the consummate teacher, knew

how to be not only a scholar of

knowledge, but a mentor of

menschlechkeit and, above all, a kind

and caring friend. He truly loved each

of us, and we knew it—by his gentle

smile, his listening eyes and by his

special (and uncannily timed) chuckle."

Mrs. Wolf, who said she caught a ride to

the cemetary with Eliezer Cohn '73,
"saw the decades of his students and

parents of those students." Michael
Stern Cohen '07, learning this year at

Yeshivat Reishit Yerushalayim, was the

youngest representative of the only

decade that didn't experience Rabbi

Wohlgemuth as a teacher.

Dozens of Alumni Pay Graveside Tribute to "Rebbe We Revered"

A memorial observance, highlighted by reflections from

Shlomoh Wohlgemuth '58 and other alumni, is

scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 10 at 2 p.m. at Maimonides

School. All are welcome to attend; please help spread the

word.

Tributes to Rabbi Wohlgemuth will continue to be posted

on the school's website www.maimonides.org.

There are still mishnayot to be pledged in memory of

Rabbi Wohlgemuth. See www.shloshim.org.
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