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CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we’ll share 
information on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of

preparing educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback, as we strive to
present a panorama of the school’s 54-year alumni community. Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

The 40-year reunion of the Maimonides Class of 1967 on Oct. 21 set
a precedent as seven classmates, plus guests and community
members, embarked on an afternoon bus tour of the school’s former
locations in inner-city Boston. Highlights included the former
elementary school on Elm Hill Avenue, Dorchester, once known as
the Menorah Institute, which engendered a wave of nostalgia
among the participants. Narration was provided by Brandeis Prof.
Ellen Smith, an expert on Boston Jewish history.

The itinerary also included the old high school on Otisfield Street,
Roxbury, and the site of the former mansion at Washington Street
and Columbia Road, Dorchester, as well as some former shuls and
even individual residences, including that of the school’s founder,
Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l. Classmates and guests shared
memories of Rosh Hashanah afternoons at Franklin Field’s “wall,”
hide-and-seek in the tall grass outside the Washington Street
mansion, and long-forgotten kosher establishments.

The Class of 1967 also spent more than an hour over lunch in Saval
Auditorium, bringing each other up to date on their lives and paying
tribute to two departed classmates, Gary Rubin, z”l, and Rebecca
Ziskind, z”l. Sheila (Silver) Rubin ‘68 joined her husband’s class-
mates for the event. They were also visited by two of their former
elementary school teachers, Rabbi Boruch Helman and Rabbi
Abraham Shonfeld.

Bus Tour to School’s Former Locations Highlights 40-Year Reunion

Posing in front of their former Elementary School in

Dorchester are 1967 graduates, from left, Rabbi Michael

Strassfeld, Sheila (Silver) Rubin '68, Dr. Steven Bayme, Yonina

(Katz) Langer, Rosa (Holcer) Drapkin, Hadassah (Shonfeld)

Tatelman and Dr. Richard Cohen.

Reunion season began on Sunday, June 10, when 10 members of the

Class of 1997 assembled in Saval Auditorium for a 10-year reunion.

David Bernstein ‘87 and his wife Ruth hosted six of his classmates

and family members at their Newton Center home on Sunday, Aug.

12. Fredda (Black) Malkoff ‘87 did much of the organizational work.

A week later, on Aug. 19, 10 graduates of the Class of 1992 and six

spouses celebrated their class’s 10-year reunion in a park in Teaneck,

NJ. Rabbi Ari Rockoff ‘92, working with Adina (Levine) Milgram
‘92 and Sara (Pollack) Taragin ‘92, coordinated the gathering.

Classmates and family members gather at the Class of 1992

reunion inTeaneck, NJ. Graduates attending included Adina

(Levine) Milgram, Barbara (Pollack) Goldenberg, Sara (Pollack)

Taragin, Brian Gopin, Rabbi Ari Rockoff, Orit (Benitah) Gribetz,

Aliza (Miller) Deutsch , Naomi Marton and Sam Wald.

Members and guests of the Class of 1987 pose at their 20th

reunion: front, from left, Avrohom Gelber, David Bernstein,

Sharon Gaber, Fredda (Black) Malkoff, Rachel Levine and

Sherri (Rabinovitz) Cohen; rear, from left, Ruth Bernstein, Jon

Levisohn, Michael Malkoff, Aryeh Feder and Judah Cohen.Other Recent Class Reunions
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On Sunday, July 1, eleven members of the Class of 1982 gathered
at the school, along with a couple dozen family members, for
lunch, a campus tour, a touch football game in the courtyard for
old times' sake, and warm and lively reconnections. Deborah
(Levisohn) Stanhill ‘82, chair of the Alumni Council, was instru-
mental in organizing this 25-year event and even arranged a
“where-are-they-now” printed booklet that featured reports
from several classmates unable to attend the event. The
graduates also remembered their classmate, Kovi Cutter, z"l. Here
are the thoughts of classmate Mitch Morrison on the occasion:

When Yaakov Avinu and Yosef were to see each other after a
separation of more than two decades, the intense emotional
buildup is one virtually impossible to appreciate. Recently, I tasted
1/60th of that anxiety. For months Debo Stanhill had worked
tirelessly coordinating our class’s 25th reunion. In truth, I’ve kept in
regular touch with a few classmates and periodic communication
with another handful. But the thought of seeing others whose
youthful images I had stored in my mind (and my 1982 yearbook)
triggered a level of anxiety that surpassed my imagination.

For three days before the reunion, I dreamt of classmates, scenes
from Maimo, and of teachers and Rabbeim who helped fashion
the values with which I live today. My drive from Passaic, N.J. to
Brookline was perhaps the fastest four hours I had encountered.

I picked up my close friend, Barry Kling, in Framingham, and on we
went to Philbrick Road. There, embracing the faces of David, Shira,
Debo, Perry, Rebecca and others, I halted with emotion and, for a
moment, could appreciate the emotions Yosef felt when he saw his
brothers, and ultimately his father, for the first time since he had
been abandoned in a pit.

Reunions and time make a sweet cocktail. Seeing the friends who
made up the core of my youth—and seeing them looking healthy
and spry, at least for 40-somethings—evoked a sense that life has
been all right
and that
Maimonides
and my
classmates
of old will
forever
remain a
part of me.

Reunion Engenders 25-Year Reflections

Reuniting at Maimonides School are members of the

Class of 1982: front, from left: David Aronson, Deborah

(Levisohn) Stanhill, Mark Glass, Shira (Herman)

Musher, Jonathan Schiff and Tracy Green; rear, from

left: Barry Kling, Mitchell Morrison, Rebecca (Kolodny)

Schwartz and Perry Antelman.

During the 1920s, Soviet authorities closed the

Great Synagogue of Kiev. Nazi invaders

subjected the structure to more indignities

during World War II. As recently as 1999, the

building was being used as a puppet theater.

When Paul Hurwitz ‘93 traveled to the

Ukraine recently, he found 30 to 40 men

davening daily at the Great Synagogue, and

about 100 people in shul on Shabbat.“The first

few days I was in Kiev I could hardly commu-

nicate with anybody,” Paul recounted.“But in

the shul I was able to communicate with

almost everybody because of Hebrew… It was

Chabad that came and revitalized the Great

Synagogue. Ten or 15 emissaries from Israel are

doing all sorts of things for the community….”

Mr. Hurwitz and Maimonides parent Jack

Davidson were in Kiev for almost two weeks

on behalf of their employer, Centage Corp. of

Natick.“My company works with a team there

who work on our software development,” Paul

explained.“We were meeting with our devel-

opment team.”

Chabad not only operates all three shuls in

Kiev, he said, but “also has a store with kosher

products, mostly from Israel, and around the

corner but still in the same building as the shul

is a kosher restaurant. It is completely geared

toward visiting businesspersons because most

residents wouldn’t be able to afford to eat

there on a regular basis.”

“For Shabbat, Jack and I ate with the rabbi of

the shul,” Mr. Hurwitz continued.“I also saw the

birthplace of [former Israeli Prime Minister]

Golda Meir and went to Babi Yar.”The site of

the Ukrainian massacre during World War II is

within the city limits.“We took the subway to

get there. … We also met three groups of

people from Israel and one from the U.S. who

were in the Ukraine searching for their

families’ roots.”  

Alumnus Explores Jewish Kiev



Kol Bogrei Rambam
October 2007 ~ Cheshvan 5768

Page 3 of 3

CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Dr. Steven Bayme ‘67, recently was honored with a 25-
year achievement award by the American Jewish
Committee (AJC) in New York, where he is director of the
Contemporary Jewish Life Department.

The presentation took place at a recent Board of
Governors meeting, where David A. Harris, executive
director of the AJC, lauded Dr. Bayme as “an independent
intellectual who reaches his own conclusions and will
defend them. He will listen to the opinions of others, in
the tradition of high school debating, of which he was a
practitioner back in Maimonides High School in Boston.”

Other speakers marking the milestone were Mimi Alperin,
who chairs the AJC Board of Governors, and Richard
Sideman, former chair. Ms. Alperin said Dr. Bayme is a
“historian not only of the Jewish people but of the ideas
of the Jewish people.” She added that “he challenges us
to confront some of the most difficult questions facing
the internal Jewish community.”

Dr. Bayme studied history at Yeshiva University and
received his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees at Columbia
University. He has written extensively on Jewish identity
and peoplehood, Jewish responses to modernity and
Diaspora-Israel relations.

AJC Applauds Dr. Bayme '67

As part of its 70th anniversary efforts,
the Office of Alumni Relations
continues to pursue updated infor-
mation on all of the school’s 1,600
graduates. Last month’s listing yielded
information on eight “missing” alumni.
This month we hope you can help us
locate the following members of the

Classes of 1965-1974: Israel Birnbaum
‘66, Marian Finkelstein ‘67, Barry
Friedman ‘74, Charles Gottlieb ‘65,
Robert Green ‘73, Dalit Inbal ‘74, Daniel
Katchen ‘72, Samuel Klaver ‘72, Esther
Laskey ‘68, Regina Lesh ‘70, Debra
Levine ‘72, Alice Lipschik ‘73, Berdeena
Maniates ‘69, Leonard Polonsky ‘74,

Samuel Schneiderman ‘69, Rhonda
Stein ‘73 and Heidi Waldman ‘74.
Anyone with information on the
whereabouts of any of these
graduates, please contact Mike
Rosenberg, Director of Alumni
Relations, at 617-232-4452 x105 or
mike@maimonides.org.

School Seeks Missing Alumni Information from 1965-1974

Camp Yavneh is recognizing Estelle (Lajmer)

Gomolka ‘81 for more than 30 years of service to the

camp. Also being honored is a former Maimonides

student, Lisa (Goodman) Rubins. The event is in

support of the camp’s scholarship fund.

Tamar Kram ‘06 is enjoying a record-breaking season

as the goalie for the girls’ soccer team at Yeshiva

University. The Stern College sophomore made a

career-high 16 saves against Farmingdale State, and

12 saves in a game with Maritime College. Tamar was

a member of the first Maimonides girls’ soccer team

to qualify for post-season tournament play, in 2005.

Five Maimonides School June graduates have earned

the designation AP Scholar by the College Board, in

recognition of their performance on Advanced

Placement Program exams last spring. Aliza Petrack

earned the highest designation: AP Scholar with

Distinction. Named AP Scholars with Honor were Elia

Altabet and Joshua Stein, while Alex Edelman and

David Gurevich received AP Scholar designation.

Here and There…
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