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Prof. Elliot Cohen '73 has begun serving as counselor of
the Department of State, appointed earlier this month by
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. In a statement
released by the State Department, Secretary Rice said, "I
welcome his intellectual partnership and look forward to
the candor and insight he will bring to my team. I appre-
ciate his and his family's service to our country during this
critical time." 

Prof. Cohen, who was English valedictorian at his
Maimonides commencement 34 years ago, plans to take
at least a one-year leave of absence starting next month
from the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced
International Studies, where he has been teaching since
1990. He also directs the school's Strategic Studies
Program.

According to the State Department website, the counselor
is "a principal officer who serves the Secretary as a special
advisor and consultant on major problems of foreign
policy and who provides guidance to the appropriate
bureaus with respect to such matters. The counselor
conducts special international negotiations and consulta-
tions, and also undertakes special assignments from time
to time, as directed by the Secretary."

After earning his undergraduate degree and doctorate in
government from Harvard, Prof.
Cohen taught at his alma mater and
then at the U.S. Naval War College.
In 1982 he was commissioned in
the U.S. Army Reserve, and his
service included several years in a
position in the Office of the
Secretary of Defense. He directed
and edited the official study of air
power in the 1991 war with Iraq.
Prof. Cohen has written several
books, most recently Supreme
Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and
Wartime Leadership, which won the
inaugural Huntington Prize in 2004 for the best book
published each year in the field of national security
studies.

Johns Hopkins reported that Prof. Cohen sent a message
to his students, declaring, "It is an honor to be asked to
serve one's country at any time, but particularly during
wartime. I hope I can do some good." 

Elliot Cohen '73 Appointed Special Advisor to Secretary of State

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council's monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we'll share 
information on individual graduates' ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school's mission of

preparing educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback, as we strive to
present a panorama of the school's 54-year alumni community. Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Dr. Elona (Meiselman) Lazaroff '56
has been composing poetry for the
past three years or so. And she hopes
to have some of her work published—
as soon as she finds the time.

After several years as an adjunct
assistant professor in a graduate
program at Lehman College, CUNY, Dr.
Lazaroff now is teaching a class called
Psychology of Women to juniors and
seniors at Brooklyn College. She also

has a small psychotherapy practice in
Brooklyn. "I don't think I'll ever retire,"
she remarked.

Poetry, she observed, "is a very short
form of psychoanalysis. You have to
tap into the subconscious; you find out
a lot about yourself." She also finds out
what others think by participating in
various poetry groups. "I go to a
Barnard alumae group with other
poets. We share what we write and we

make comments—sometimes it's very

hard—and we study poetry." She is

also active in two other poetry groups

near her home in Forest Hills, Queens.

Dr. Lazaroff is especially pleased with

two of her poems, one on Shabbat and

one on Jerusalem. "Maybe in the

summer I will have more time" to

publish, she said, adding, "It takes a lot

of legwork." 

Teacher and Therapist, 1956 Alumna Also Writes Poetry
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Jessica Hammer '94 is busy these days. "I'm
combining a Ph.D. on games research—formally
in cognitive psychology—with an active game
design practice, as well as with teaching game
design to high school, college and graduate
students," she reports.

Ms. Hammer is part of "the serious games
movement—games that have a purpose, a
function, games that might teach you something
or make you feel a certain way." The Harvard
graduate says her "interest as a researcher,
educator and designer is in the intersection of
stories, games and communities—how people
get together and collaborate, in playful and
voluntary ways to produce creative objects... My
job is to figure out how that applies to how and
why people play, people create, and people work
well or badly in groups." 

Jessica is doing design consulting for a variety of
clients, teaching an education course about
games and learning, and a computer science
course on videogame design and development.
She is also involved with a small Columbia games
research group.

Look for the upcoming edition of Kol Rambam in your
mail for more details on Ms. Hammer’s efforts.

Graduate Busy with Games

Members and spouses of the Class of 2000 gather for a Purim
seudah hosted by Dovid Green: from left, Dovid, Eitan Kimelman,
Gabi Spiewak, Noah Liben, Jon Lopkin, Jon Milner, Sarah and Avi
Pultman, Binyamin and Rachel Berkovits. Shuli (Roditi) and David
Kulak and Sol Redlich were also at the seudah, along with Noah's
wife Nessa, who took the picture.

Many thanks to Binyamin Berkovits '04, who correctly

pointed out after last month's feature on Zvi Dubitzky '02 and

Joey Sherman '05 that a third Maimonides graduate, Dovid

Green '00, tried out for the Israel Baseball League's debut

season. "It's nice to know Maimo produced guys really going

to play 'pro' ball," Dovid wrote.

Indeed, Mr. Green, a 25-year-old second baseman, not only has

agreed to a contract for this summer's inaugural, he also is

writing weekly commentary as one of six players with blogs

on the league's website. He says his mission is "to chronicle

training and getting ready." You can connect to his blog via

http://www.israelbaseballleague.com/players/blogs, or

directly at http://dovidgreen.blogspot.com.

Here is a sample from his opening entry: "When I was a small

boy, running around in shul, I had the same dream every kid

has only with a twist; I wanted to be a religious Jewish

baseball player." 

M-Cat Veteran to Join Israel Baseball

Menachem Wecker '01 advises that his painting, "The

Windows of Heaven," is part of the exhibit "Of Doors and

Keys" that was scheduled to open Sunday, March 25 at the

JCC of Greater Baltimore's Norman and Sarah Brown Art

Gallery. The exhibit, which continues through June 10,

explores images and metaphors of doors and keys within the

imagination of important American and Israeli Jewish artists.

Mr. Wecker is assistant director of public affairs for publica-

tions and media at the Elliott School of International Affairs,

George Washington University. He reports he was the media

contact at the Elliott School for former President Jimmy

Carter's recent event there. Mehachem also writes the "Jewish

Arts" column in The Jewish Press of New York.

If you would like to receive the image and accompanying text

via email, contact him at menachemwecker@yahoo.com.

In other arts news, the Yeshiva University jazz ensemble,

featuring Avi Weiner '02 on alto sax, will perform on Lag

B'Omer, Sunday, May 6, on the Washington Heights campus.

Alumni in the Arts
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One thing Yonatan Bock '92
especially remembers about high
school social studies at Maimonides is
world geography. That knowledge has
been a big help since the summer of
2005, when he began working with
the primary U.S. government agency
that responds to humanitarian
emergencies.

Mr. Bock is information officer
supporting the Office of U.S. Foreign
Disaster Assistance, part of USAID, the
U.S. Agency for International
Development. (He actually is a
contractor with the company that
provides information services to
USAID.) His office drafts updates for
the public and internal use on what
the government is doing in response
to various emergencies, and deploys
information specialists to far-flung
places as part of disaster assistance
response teams.

"The U.S. has many different mecha-
nisms for responding to international
disasters," he said, "and they almost
always are about funding imple-
menting partners, including NGOs
(non-government organizations) and
UN agencies." Funding ranges from a
basic baseline grant of $50,000 to tens
of millions of dollars earmarked for
more complex emergencies, like the
2004 Indian Ocean tsunami or the
complex emergency in Darfur. "The
U.S. government provides huge
amounts of money. That money is
going toward programs that are
responding to humanitarian needs,
such as improving water and
sanitation systems and increasing
protection for vulnerable populations."

"It certainly does fit into a Jewish
framework—all of the values of chesed,
of helping other people," Mr. Bock
continued. "On a personal level, the

job provides a cathartic experience,

such as that feeling of wanting to do

something during the Katrina

response… It can be frustrating

because people still suffer. But the

mandate of the office is to save lives,

alleviate human suffering and mitigate

the social and economic impact of a

disaster. That provides a sense of

purpose." He also served as a D.C.-

based information officer during the

earthquake in Pakistan and a drought

in the Horn of Africa, among other

emergencies.

Mr. Bock, who earned his master's

degree in security studies and public

international law from the Fletcher

School of International Law and

Diplomacy, said he particularly appre-

ciates the critical thinking skills he

learned from his teachers at

Maimonides School.

An Information Source on U.S. Disaster Assistance

Todd Green '79 reports he is

involved with www.israelhightech.tv,

a non-profit organization running a

web-based television station. "We

generate positive video news clips

that focus on the innovative

technologies developed in Israel," he

writes. "Our concept is to let the

world understand the importance of

Israeli-developed technology in their

daily lives." Todd resides in the town

of Aseret, within sight of Yeshivat

Kerem B'Yavneh.

Good News from Israel
Maimonides School is honoring Combined Jewish Philanthropies and its
leaders, Board chair Myra Kraft and president Barry Shrage, to highlight
the school's 2007 Annual Campaign. Mrs. Kraft and Mr. Shrage (father of
Ari '96) both have personal and family connections to the school, and
Maimonides has benefited from CJP's community leadership for some
four decades.

The campaign will culminate with the second annual Maimonides Gala,
scheduled for Sunday evening, June 10, at the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum. You should be receiving materials on the
Scholarship Adbook soon; options this year will include sections of good
wishes to Mrs. Devorah Cohn in celebration of her 90th birthday and to
Executive Director Josh Wolff  '89, who plans to make aliyah with his
family this summer.

Honorees for 2007 are CJP Leaders
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