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Recent Graduate Leading Camp “That Combines Two of My Passions”

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Evette Ronner ’14 never heard of Camp 
Kesem until last spring. Now she is 
founding director of her college’s branch 
of this week-long free summer camp 
experience for children whose parents 
are battling cancer.

“The national organization announced 
that it was looking for directors to start 
a Harvard chapter,” Evette related. “After 
learning about the mission, I instantly 
knew that I wanted to be the founder of 
this new chapter.”

Evette is a junior at Harvard majoring in 
human developmental and regenerative 
biology. “After college, I hope to go to 
medical school to fulfill my dreams of 
becoming a doctor,” she said. “Because I 
love working with kids so much, I would 
love to sub-specialize in a pediatric field 
of medicine.”

“The Kesem mission combined two 
of my passions: helping children and 
conquering cancer,” she said. “I have 
been a camp counselor for the past four 
summers and absolutely love working 
with children, especially in a camp 
setting. I also am really passionate about 
overcoming illness.  Kesem’s mission 
resonated with me so strongly because 
I lost my father to terminal brain cancer 
when I was only six years old, back in 
2002.”

The Camp Kesem model is a one-week 
off-campus sleep-away camp experience 
sponsored by a college or university. 
The national office oversees 80 chapters 
in 38 states, providing training, support 
and leadership development to students 
who volunteer to create, manage and 
run the camps.

As founding director, Evette said, “my 
main responsibility is to ensure that we 

reach all of our goals to make the first 
year of camp a success. These goals 
include raising $30,000, choosing our 
campsite, selecting our counselors 
and campers, and finding volunteer 
nurses and mental health professionals 
to volunteer at camp.” The program is 
planned for a week in August, and the 
Harvard chapter is finalizing a venue.

“Our chapter at Harvard has worked 
with MIT and Brown University. Because 
Brown was a first-year camp last year, it 
was really amazing to see how devoted 
undergraduates can really come 
together and change lives for kids in 
just a year,” Evette said.  

Last summer she attended a day of 
Brown’s camp program. “It was so 
wonderful to see how much Kesem 
meant to the children,” she said. “I 
observed their ‘empowerment cere-
mony,’ the one time during camp that 
we have a designated time for children 
(and counselors) to share their stories. I 
was so moved by the stories from these 
children, and was also impressed by 
their strength.” 

MIT’s chapter has been around for over 
10 years, with about 180 campers and 90 
counselors, she continued. “The success 
at MIT is really inspiring to us at Harvard, 
and we hope to leave a Kesem legacy at 
Harvard after we graduate. I am working 
to spread the word on campus about 
Kesem’s mission and how other students 
can get involved.”

As she learned first-hand, Evette said, 
“cancer does not only affect the patient, 
but also their entire family, and chil-
dren of parents with cancer suffer too. 
They often have to fill parental roles to 
compensate for their sick parent, and 

have to deal with a lot of anxiety and 
stress every day associated with their 
parent’s cancer.” 

“Being part of the Maimonides commu-
nity really taught me the value of being 
part of a tight-knit, supportive commu-
nity,” Evette continued. “It provides a 
support system of people who care 
about each other, both during times of 
celebration and trouble. I hope to give 
the children and counselors a commu-
nity that they can call home, similar to 
the Maimo family that many students 
and alumni call their home, both during 
and beyond their years at the school.”

“I remember childhood summer as 
being such a wonderful time to relax 
and have fun. I would love to be able to 
give back and provide these children 
with a fun, loving and supportive camp 
environment to help support them 
through and beyond their parent’s 
cancer,” Evette concluded.

Evette Ronner ‘14
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Graduate Recalls Parents’ Drive to Ensure Perpetuation of Shoah Studies 

Illona (Schoenfeld) Roll ’84 remembers 
that “kids were in awe” of her father 
Theodore, a survivor of the Shoah. “He 
felt it was so important that children 
know his story,” Illona said. “He would 
always tell me that it was also my job, 
that I would have to tell people about 
the atrocities that occurred — and how 
coming to America was the best thing he 
ever did.”

Illona’s parents helped ensure that 
the story would always be part of the 
educational package at Maimonides 
School. They established the Theodore 
and Anna Schoenfeld Holocaust Studies 
Endowment Fund at the school some 35 
years ago.

Among the outgrowths of that 
endowment are annual lectures 
and programs commemorating the 
Kristallnacht pogrom, including a 
talk this Sunday (Nov. 6) at 7:30pm at 
the school by Dr. Ilan Troen, a former 
Maimonides student who is professor 
of Israel studies at Brandeis University 
and former dean of humanities and 
social sciences at Ben-Gurion University. 
He will speak on “The Shoah in Israeli 
Politics and Culture.”

Theodore Schoenfeld, 20, from 
Czechoslovakia, and Anna, 17, of 
Hungary, first met at a post-war 
liberation camp in Germany, Illona 
related. Theodore had lost his mother 
and sister — his father died before 
the war. Anna was mourning her 
grandparents, parents and brother. 

The two survivors found sponsors in 
the U.S. through the Joint Distribution 
Committee and came to New York on 
different ships. “They wanted to start a 
life for themselves,” Illona said. “They 
ended up in Providence through a family 
connection, and were married there 
in 1948. They met a lot of Holocaust 
survivors in Providence. It was literally a 
chavruta there,” 

Through his sponsor, Mr. Schoenfeld 
began a career in the garment industry. 
(Illona said he once worked for the 
father of cookbook author Joan Nathan.)  

His employers included the Rhode 
Island chain Gob Shops and the Zayre 
Department stores based in Natick, MA. 
Illona laughed as she reported that, after 
she was adopted in 1966, “they went 
house shopping and bought one in the 
shtetl — of Dover, Massachusetts.”

Mr. Schonfeld met a member of the 
Levy family, who told him, “You need to 
send Illona to Maimonides.” She joined 
Mrs. Berta Wohlgemuth’s Kindergarten 
in September 1971, the first of 13 years 
as a Maimonides student. “My parents 
instilled Jewish values in me by having 
me attend Maimonides,” Illona asserted, 
and now she works as an educator 
at religious schools in Brookline and 
Metrowest.

“My mother and father were very 
involved with the school,” she said, 
including the former hot lunch program 
and PTA. “They were involved with many 
Jewish organizations. As I was growing 
up, my father tried speaking every year 
through different synagogues and 
organizations,” including the garment 
industry chapter of B’nai B’rith. “My 
father was really ahead of his time. He 
made something out of nothing — he 
came here without a dime in his pocket, 

no college degree. He worked hard and 
was very ambitious.”

Mr. and Mrs. Schoenfeld proposed the 
Holocaust studies endowment “because 
they felt it was very important, that it 
was an obligation as Shoah survivors 
that they needed to not only share 
their stories but also to fund related 
programs. I remember my father’s 
talking to Rabbi (David) Shapiro about 
how important those programs are, and 
how they shouldn’t be brushed under 
the rug.”

Illona said she is involved with second 
generation Holocaust commemoration 
events and programs, including 
Yom HaShoah observances among 
Metrowest congregations. “Being the 
child of survivors, I have an obligation to 
continue perpetuating their story.”

“Over the last few years I have made so 
many connections in the Jewish world 
with people who had at least one parent 
who was a survivor,” Illona related. “We 
have so many commonalities — it’s 
important to know that you’re not 
alone.”

Theodore and Anna Schoenfeld, z”l
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They say that once you can ride a bicycle, the knowledge lasts a 
lifetime. But what if your two-wheel experience consisted solely of 
indoor spinning classes?

“I had to learn how to ride a bike,” laughed Michelle Wiener ’09, 
one of three generations in her family scheduled to participate in 
a charity ride Nov. 6-10 in Israel. “Before this year, I had only gone 
to spinning and never rode a real bike. My zaidy taught me how to 
ride in May and I’ve been training since.”

Michelle’s zaidy is Marvin Wiener, who attended Maimonides as a 
third grader in the 1950s. “It has been quite impressive watching 
the leader of Team Wiener training daily. When I have trouble 
climbing up a hill myself I remind myself that if he is 79 years old, 
and if he can do it, I had better at least try,” she testified. Marvin 
asserted that “Michelle is an inspiration for all of us.”

Michelle, her grandfather, her mother, Dr. Jan Rothschild, and her 
uncle Dr. Michael Wiener ’84 comprise the team. Other alumni 
participants include brothers Daniel ’86 and Joel Chefitz ’68 and 
Daniel’s classmate Eli Kazhdan. 

“It has definitely been physically demanding training for the ride, 
but I’ve loved getting to be outside more and finding new places 
to ride my bike,” said Michelle, who is a management consultant 
living in Manhattan. She noted that three Wiener grandchildren 
are currently studying in Jerusalem: her sister Rebecca ’16, their 
cousin Adara Rosenbaum ’16 and Michael’s son Jonathan. 

Young alumni are gathering in Brookline for an informal reunion 
on Motzaei Shabbat, Nov. 26. Graduates between the Classes of 
2004 and 2013 (ages 21-30) are being invited to stop by Coolidge 
Corner Clubhouse, 307A Harvard St., beginning at 7 p.m. Once 
again Brad Baskir ’10 is organizing this event.

Jessica (Shrayber) Lazarev ’12, a senior at Stern College, is 
profiled in a feature story in the fall issue of Ignite, the NCSY 
supplement to Jewish Action magazine. The story, entitled 
“Dancing to a Different Tune,” details Jessica’s road to Jewish 
observance, including her decision to leave public school and 
enroll in Maimonides. The article quotes Jessica as saying that 
she caught up with her classmates academically, “the community 
was great, and my friends and teachers really helped me.” Rabbi 
Simon Taylor, director of NCSY New England, says in the article that 
Jessica “is a remarkably motivated person who always strives to do 
more.”

Maimonides Alumni Here and There…

Team Wiener: from left, Dr. Michael ’84, Dr. Jan Rothschild, Michelle ’09 and 
Marvin.

The weather was warmer and drier in Efrat than in Buffalo on Sunday, Oct. 30, when Jessica (Dollinger) ’95 and Dov Kram ’95 hosted neighbors and friends to watch the 
Patriots-Bills game in their back yard, projected onto a 110-inch screen. The fans included, from left, Toby Kram ’98 and son Azi, former student Judah Hauser, Mordechai 
Bloomberg ’98 and son Ike, Dvir Weinberg ’96 and son Chaim, Dov and Jessica and their daughters Rachel and Zoe, flanking Noam Osband ’98 (visiting from New York), and 
Jessica. Daughter Izzy Kram was the photographer.


