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Poet Traces Roots of His Reading Practices to Elementary Limudei Kodesh

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Ezra Feldman ’98 is four years into a 
Cornell Ph.D. program in English with 
an emphasis on narrative theory and 
contemporary American fiction. His 
first book of poetry, Habitat of Stones, is 
scheduled to be published this summer.

The foundation for these achievements 
was constructed at a young age, with an 
unusual blueprint.

“I like to tell people that I started 
learning how to do close readings in 
second grade,” Ezra said. “The practice 
of treating every word, even every letter, 
as divine in origin has been a model for 
my own reading practices, which treat 
no element of a literary text as too small 
to be worth consideration. So my poetic 
and critical sensibilities have both been 
shaped by my Hebrew scriptural studies 
at Maimonides.”

Habitat of Stones was selected for the 
2015 Patricia Bibby First Book Award. It 
will be available from Tebot Bach and 
Amazon. “The book charts the border-
lands between various gods and their 
creations: the masks and machines, 
stories and visions, that sometimes 
outstrip their inventors,” Ezra said.

“Poetry has been my focus for a long 
time,” Ezra recounted. “I remember 
getting into poetry in my 10th grade 
English class at Maimonides with Ms. 
(Jocelyn) Glazier. Everyone had to write a 
poem, and I picked a topic that seemed 
dear to my heart: I called the poem 
‘Rage,’ and I still think it was pretty good 
for a first poem. I kept writing after that, 
and I got involved in editing (the student 
literary magazine) Current that year, too, 
for the first time.”

He chose English as his concentra-
tion at Harvard because there was the 

possibility of writing a collection 
of poems as an honors thesis. 
Although he didn’t take a poetry 
workshop until junior year, he 
was selected in his senior year to 
write a creative thesis.

That collection, called Doing the 
Thread Bare, began to outline 
some of the themes that he still 
addresses in both his poetry and 
his criticism: the relationships 
between creators (whether gods 
or artists) and the things that 
they make.

After receiving his undergraduate 
degree, Ezra spent two years 
doing editing work and taught 
high school for a year in Jackson-
ville, FL. He completed his MFA in 
poetry at Cornell in 2007.

“My goal is to write poetry that 
is both pleasing and surprising 
— to the ear, to the intellect, and 
to the heart,” Ezra explained. “This 
means that I have a give-and-take rela-
tionship with traditional poetic forms, 
especially with the sonnet, which some 
critics have described as having the 
shape of a thought.”

“I usually begin a poem with an observa-
tion of some object or some situation 
that surprises me, either by conforming 
to a different convention than I had 
expected or by appearing to embody 
the very epitome of some category,” he 
said.  “I often find myself closing a poem 
with two or three iambic lines that soni-
cally echo one another, and I like to think 
of them as a very solid unit that bears 
up under the weight of the lines and 
stanzas above.”

“I’m interested in writing poetry that 
embodies some of the tensions always 
inherent in how people organize the 
world around them into categories, 
whether their strategies are theological, 
philosophical, scientific, or driven by 
some specific and personal desire.” 

Ezra observed, “I think lots of folks 
who feel the urge to write poetry are 
motivated by an upwelling of feelings, 
which is a great motivation. But it can 
be hard to know where to start without 
grounding those feelings in something 
very specific, whether it is a particular 
word or phrase, a concrete object in 
the world, or a kind of motion. In many 
ways, writing a poem is about naming 
something that hasn’t had a name 

Ezra Feldman ‘98 (Photo by Avi Steinberg ’97)

continued on page 2
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Once a Teenage Refugee, Alumna Is Honored by Her Employer, Case Western

Poet Traces Roots

Eva (Frost) 
Kahana ‘58 
has received 
one of the 
highest forms 
of recognition 
conferred by 
Case Western 
Reserve 
University. 
Eva, a 
distinguished 
university 
professor and 

sociologist at the Cleveland campus, 
recently was awarded the Frank and 
Dorothy Humel Hovorka Prize, given 
to those who have made extraordinary 
contributions to their academic field, the 
university and the larger community.

Not bad for a refugee who enrolled at 
Maimonides School almost 60 years ago, 
unable to speak English.

Eva was 15 when she arrived in Boston 
with her parents and grandmother in 
1956, Shoah survivors who were now 
escapees from the tyranny of Hungarian 
Communism. A social worker assigned 
to the family, discovering that education 
was a priority, said there were only 
two real school options for Eva: Boston 
Latin or Maimonides. The Frosts were 
Orthodox and Eva had attended Bais 
Yaakov in Hungary, so the choice was a 
simple one.

She sat down with Rabbi M.J. Cohn, 
principal, in April 1957, and they 
conversed in Yiddish. “Rabbi Cohn 
looked up, like he was trying to decide 
what to do,” she recalled. “He said, ‘This 
is a dilemma. You don’t speak English. 
I want to make sure you catch up. But 
your life experiences have made you 
much more mature than most students 
your age.’” He decided to enroll her in 
Grade 11; she had finished Grade 9 in 
Hungary.

Rabbi Cohn was an inspiration, Eva 
asserted; he told her, “I want you to 
go to a very good college, and you 
really should try to fulfill your potential 

to benefit Am Yisrael and the entire 
world.” That discussion “made a very 
big impression, reflecting that he had 
confidence in me. We were talking about 
these lofty ideals when I needed to get 
adjusted to the 11th grade.”

“My parents wanted me to go to Stern,” 
said Eva, who was wait-listed at Radcliffe. 
“I prepared many, many hand-written 
applications for scholarships — I looked 
them up in a big book I found in the 
Boston Public Library — and I actually 
did get some.” She added that Rabbi 
Cohn made sure her college application 
fees were covered.

Her teachers at Stern included 
future luminaries like Rabbi Aharon 
Lichtenstein and Rabbi Emanuel 
Rackman. “I was very fortunate that I 
connected to those people,” she said. “I 
could really feel their passion for ideas 
and for excellence. They understood that 
we don’t just succeed; we really must put 
something back into the world.”

During her sophomore year she met 
Boaz Kahana, a YU graduate and young 
clinical psychologist. “I think I was the 
first girl he met who enjoyed hearing 
his lectures on clinical psychology,” she 
laughed. They were married in 1962; he 
continues to teach at nearby Cleveland 
State University. Their two sons are also 
college professors (one in Philadelphia, 
where her grandchildren’s Hebrew 
teacher is her Maimonides classmate 
Miriam Melber Perman).

Eva received her Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago. She returned to 
Stern in 1991 and accepted an honorary 
doctorate of humane letters, alongside 
Rabbi Adin Steinsalz.

She joined the faculty at Case in 1984, 
immediately establishing the Elderly 
Care Research Center. According to The 
Daily at Case Western Reserve, Eva has 
published more than 200 articles and 
book chapters, co-authored three books, 
and edited three volumes “on an array of 
topics, including altruism, the proactivity 
of older adults in promoting successful 

aging, issues of caregiving and care-
getting, and environmental influences 
on older persons.”

“During the past decade, the major 
thrust of Eva’s research has been on 
adaptation to old age among adven-
turous older people who relocate to the 
Sun Belt late in life,” the article said. “She 
has also been continuously funded for 
her research by the National Institutes of 
Health since 1970.”

“I’ve been walking through life, seeing 
interesting phenomena and then asking 
questions about them. That’s driven 
my work,” Eva told the newsletter.  
“Together, my students and I are 
co-learners. Even though I’m 75, I still 
have wonderment that I can share with 
them… There is nothing that I can think 
of that I would rather do than learn and 
teach and discover.”

Prof. Eva Kahana ‘58

before — and of course mystical poetry 
can, paradoxically, be about naming the 
unnamable.”

Over his career, Ezra said, he has been 
lucky to find good readers and critics 
of his poems-in-progress: other Maimo 
students who worked on Current (and Mrs. 
Deborah Alevy, who was the magazine’s 
faculty advisor); classmates at Harvard; 
and workshop leaders both at Harvard 
and Cornell.

During the next year, Ezra said he is 
looking forward to finishing his Ph.D. 
dissertation and compiling the manu-
script for a second book of poems, whose 
working title is Salt from the Moon.

“My dream job absolutely involves 
teaching both literary craft and literary 
analysis at the university level, and wher-
ever I land I will continue both my poetry 
and my research,” he said. “It has been 
great living in Cambridge again this past 
year, after 13 years away. I wouldn’t at all 
mind staying in New England.”

continued from page 1



ConneCting MaiMonides aluMni WorldWide

Kol Bogrei  
rambam

Page 3 of 5

 June 2016 ~ Iyyar - Sivan 5776

Alumna a First-Responder to Those Experiencing Homelessness, Mental Illness

Jona Koplow ’09 is a social worker whose 
clients are on the streets of Chicago, 
suffering from mental illnesses, desperate 
for basic services and human connection. 
And she loves her work.

“I feel lucky to have found a career that 
aligns with my skills and allows me to 
do work I am passionate about,” Jona 
declared. 

As an outreach worker at Thresholds, 
a non-profit organization, “I work with 
a mobile assessment unit, engaging 
individuals experiencing homeless-
ness and suffering from mental illnesses 
and supporting them in meeting the 
goals they deem important,” she said. 
“The most rewarding aspect of my job 
is forming relationships with those that 
have few or no supports in their lives. 
Being able to remind someone of their 
worth and support them in identifying 
and accomplishing their goals is extremely 
humbling.”

In addition to providing emotional 
support, she works to connect people to 
resources such as housing waitlists, psychi-
atrists, medical doctors, food pantries, 
employment specialists and attorneys. 

Jona attended Maimonides for 13 years. 
Her profile in the 2009 HaLapid asserts that 

“Jona has truly made a name for herself in 
the school and community through her 
caring heart.”

She next studied at the University of 
Maryland, earning a degree in family 
science.  “I’m not sure there was a specific 
instance or situation that propelled me 
into the world of social justice, rather an 
overall desire to have a positive impact 
on my surroundings,” she observed. 
“From playing Bingo with residents at 
the local nursing home to connecting 
with juvenile delinquents in prison, I’ve 
always been really intrigued by meeting 
people with different life experiences and 
backgrounds.”

Thresholds says it “rejects the notion that 
anyone is a lost cause, utilizing evidence-
based practices and a wide range of 
supports to treat the whole person, rather 
than just the disease. We offer 30 inno-
vative programs at more than 100 loca-
tions.” Last year, according to the agency’s 
website, Thresholds served more than 
9,500 people, with most services delivered 
out in the community, representing more 
than 500,000 hours of care.

“While there are countless valuable ways 
to be a ‘helper’ in today’s society,” Jona 
said, “I realized that without basic neces-
sities, such as food and shelter, people are 
incapable of meeting their more advanced 
needs and leading fulfilling lives. This real-
ization led me to various homeless shelters 
and organizations working to combat 
poverty and ultimately developed into a 
passion working with individuals experi-
encing homelessness.” 

Jona commented that “as a frequently 
marginalized population, the goals and 
needs of individuals with mental illnesses 
are often decided for them, which leads to 
unsuccessful outcomes.”

For example, she said, certain people, for 
legitimate reasons, do not want to take 
medication. Psychotropic medications 
often make people drowsy, which can be 
very dangerous when living on the street. 

Also, it can be difficult to remember to take 
medication consistently and with food, 
when you have little routine or reliable 
source of nourishment.

She continued, “Instead of assuming 
people want or need medication, working 
hard to connect them to resources and 
have the individual never follow through, 
when it feels appropriate in the engage-
ment process I ask them if they would 
be interested in seeing a psychiatrist. By 
building rapport and believing that each 
person is the expert of their own experi-
ence, real change is possible.”

“As someone who was born into a life of 
immense privilege, I believe we are all 
responsible for each other and we must 
ensure that every person’s basic human 
needs are met,” she asserted. “Each of us 
has a unique set of skills and interests and 
once we’re able to discover what those are, 
we’re able to do impactful work.”

Jona Koplow ‘09

Mindy Schimmel ’76 of Jerusalem displays 
her certification for expertise in halakha, 
presented by Rabbi Daniel Landes during 
recent ceremonies.
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Dr. Danny Aghion ’99 has joined the  staff of Memorial 
Healthcare System of Hollywood, FL. Danny, a neuro-
surgeon, recently completed his complex spine and 
oncology fellowship at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. 
Specializing in complex spine disorders and degenera-
tive spine disease, Danny also focuses on kyphosis, 
spinal trauma, spine oncology, spine tumors, scoliosis 
and peripheral nerve surgery.  He earned his medical 
degree from Tel Aviv University and completed his 
neurosurgery residency at Rhode Island Hospital in 
Providence.

Ilan Ben Zion ’03, editor and writer for The Times of 
Israel, recently wrote a moving and personal account 
about a relative. He hopes members of the alumni 
community will find it interesting, through the 
following link: http://www.timesofisrael.com/when-my-
great-uncle-liberated-a-nazi-concentration-camp/.

Arthur S. Berger ‘62 has retired after 16 years as a 
senior administrator with the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, DC. Most recently he 
served as senior adviser, international programs. “The 
museum is a powerful institution that helps the Amer-
ican people and a global audience understand that the 
history of the Holocaust is quite relevant to the world 
today,” Arthur said in a note to friends and colleagues. 
“While I will continue to be connected to the museum, 
I will now have time to travel and spend more time 
with my grandchildren. I also plan to do speaking and 
research a topic that is close to my first profession as a 
diplomat.”

Maimonides Alumni Here and There…

Members of the new graduating class pose with parents who are Maimonides alumni: 
from left, Alyssa (Wiener) Rosenbaum ’88 and Adara ’16, Laurie (Walter) Warren ’86 and 
Shoshana ’16, Jordan ’16 and Jonathon ’16 flanking Sherri (Rabinovitz) Cohen ’87, and 
Nava ‘16 with Shari (Morgan) Katz ’88 and David Katz ’88. Also graduating were Rachel 
Green, daughter of Elissa (Levine) Green ’86, and Ari Ronner, son of Janet (Sadoff) 
Ronner ’82.

Rabbi Benjamin Houben ’03 shares his safrut knowledge and skills with children in 
Maimonides School’s new Early Childhood Center. Ben’s wife Meira (Salzberg) Houben is 
a teacher in the ECC.

Noah Liben ’00 took these photos at simultaneous alumni events at a New York restaurant: Class of 2000 graduates (from left) Noah, Binyamin Berkovits, Dovid Green, Avi 
Pultman, Eitan Kimelman and Sol Redlich gather to bid farewell to Binyamin, who will be making aliyah this summer with his family. Coincidentally, Class of 2004 graduates, 
spouses and friends  (from left) Gabi Lupatkin, Chana Fuld, Ilana Kornreich Richton, Ilana’s friend Sunny, Sara Segal Pelcovitz, Laurie Pultman, Ari Pelcovitz, Josh Richton, 
Abbe Pick and Hannah (Kornreich) Lastoff ’02 celebrate Ilana’s birthday.  Miriam Langermann Rosenblatt also was at the gathering.
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Scenes from the fifth annual reunion of 

Maimonides Alumni and Friends in Israel on 

June 30 (clockwise, from top left): Jonathan 

Spielman ‘96 and two of his children greet retired 

teacher Rabbi Jon Bloomberg; Debra ‘74 and 

Jay Solomont ‘74 with classmate Donny Geffen; 

Gila Betesh-Maresky ‘02 and her mother Debbie, 

visiting from Brighton; Dena Katz ‘07 and fiance 

Benjie Frieling; (from left) Robert Berren ‘54 and 

former Maimonides Board members Joe Abelow 

and Ernst Weglein; AJ Edelman ‘09, featured 

speaker, talks about his quest to represent 

Israel in the 2018 Winter Olympics; Laura-Libby 

(Levinson)  ‘60 and Lawrence Levitt.

Photos by Sharon Altshul (www.rjstreets.com)


