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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Committee’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org. 
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Graduate Wins NSF Grant to Continue Studying Human Embryonic Development

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

“The process of forming the embryo 
has always amazed me,” said Dr. Aryeh 
Warmflash ’99. “It essentially starts 
with a ball of undifferentiated cells that 

almost magically 
organize and 
ultimately form 
an entire animal. 
It is an incredibly 
dynamic process 
that involves 
making patterns 
and shapes and 
was an ideal 
area for applying 
physical ideas, 
because physics is 
really the study of 
space and time.” 

Aryeh, an assistant professor of biosci-
ences at Rice University in Houston, 
recently won a five-year $1 million 
National Science Foundation award to 
advance his study of human embryonic 
development. He heads an inter-disci-
plinary group of researchers working 
at the interface of biology, physics, and 
engineering sciences.

“Our main goal is to apply quantitative 
reasoning and ideas from physics to 
understanding important questions in 
biology,” he explained. “For a long time, 
biology has been largely a qualitative 
science, answering questions like, ‘What 
genes are involved in this process?’ But 
the list of genes is really only a parts 
list. We start from that point and try to 
understand how the action of those 
parts in space and time generates an 
embryo.”

“We need to have very fine control 
over how the cells grow and what 
they are exposed to in time, and so 
we need sophisticated engineering 
approaches to achieve those things,” he 
continued. “That is always an exciting 
area for collaboration for us -- to talk to 
engineers who are really pushing tech-
nology forward and then to adapt those 
technologies to the questions we are 
trying to answer.”

Aryeh said he was always mathemati-
cally inclined, “and during high school 
I got excited about the idea of using 
mathematics to describe the world. I 
was hooked on science from there, and 
the idea of using math to understand 
nature naturally led me to study physics 
both in college and grad school.”

“Rabbi Zalman Stein was a big part of 
my early exposure to math and physics 
— he taught my math classes three out 
of four years in high school as well as my 
physics class,” Aryeh said. “His enthu-
siasm for the material was infectious so 
that was part of what started me on my 
career path.” 

An undergraduate course at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania called biological 
physics “introduced me to the idea 
of using physics and quantitative 
reasoning to understand life,” Aryeh 
said. During my Ph.D. at the University 
of Chicago, “I applied some of these 
theoretical approaches to making 
models of biological systems, but 
was frustrated that lacking training 
in biology, I could only make models 

and had to rely on collaborators to do 
experiments.”

“For post-doctoral research, I wanted 
get the necessary training to do experi-
ments and run a lab where I could 
combine theoretical and experimental 
approaches. I chose to go into develop-
mental biology.”

Stem cells provide a window into under-
standing embryonic development, 
Aryeh explained. “If we can get the 
same events to happen in a culture dish 
with stem cells, we observe things that 
are otherwise inaccessible. For human 
development, this is really the only 
practical way to study development as 
it isn’t possible to experiment on human 
embryos for obvious reasons.” 

On the applied side, he continued, 
“stem cell research will lead to therapies 
in regenerative medicine. We hope that 
ultimately by controlling the environ-
ment and differentiation of stem cells, 
we can figure out how to grow entire 
tissues or organs in a dish which could 
then be transplanted into patients who 
need them.” 

Aryeh came to Rice from Rockefeller 
University in 2014 through a recruit-
ment grant from the Cancer Prevention 
and Research Institute of Texas. His lab is 
studying of the roots of ovarian cancer 
as well as embryonic stem cells.  Aryeh 
said he mentors several undergrad-
uate researchers in the lab, and next 
academic year “I’ll be teaching a course 
on quantitative analysis for biology and 
I’m looking forward to that.” 

Dr. Aryeh Warmflash ‘99
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Alumna Helping Discover Treatments for Rare Pediatric Diseases

For someone who says she always 
wanted to work in medicine, Shuli 
Roditi-Kulak ’00 feels she has “the best 
job in the world. I get to learn about 
new diseases, be inspired by innovative 
treatments and researchers, and help 
galvanize making the world a healthier 
place for children.”

As director of new business develop-
ment for rare pediatric diseases at 
Fortress Biotech, Shuli closely moni-
tors “what is being researched and 
published on novel treatments of rare 
pediatric diseases.”

Shuli interrupted her sophomore year 
at the University of Maryland to enlist 
in national service for the Israeli Army. 
She was assigned to the pediatric 
intensive care unit at Shaare Zedek 
Medical Center in Jerusalem.  Then she 
transferred to Stern College, where 
she majored in biology with a business 
minor. 

“After college I realized I needed a 
stronger educational and clinical 
foundation to understand disease 
pathophysiology and patients’ needs 
in a meaningful way,” Shuli related. 
“So I decided to go to medical school.” 
She graduated from Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine with a distinction 
in research and went on to complete a 
residency in pediatrics at the Children’s 
Hospital at Montefiore Medical Center 
in The Bronx.  

“During residency I made the decision 
to go right into biotech upon gradu-
ation, but again felt that I needed a 
stronger educational foundation to 
achieve my professional goals,” she 
continued. “So back to school it was for 
me.” 

Shuli attended MBA classes on nights 
and weekends while in residency.  A 
few months before she graduated, she 

interviewed for her current position at 
Fortress (www.fortressbiotech.com) 
“and it was love at first sight.”

Shuli said she asked many people for 
advice on how to find jobs and network 
in biotech.  “Honestly you can and 
should try your best, but in the end 
it’s all bashert.  I ended up finding my 

job through social media. I was on 
Facebook one day, and happened to 
open the page of a friend of a friend.  
She posted about a biotech job her 
husband was recruited for but not in 
the market for. I immediately connected 
with her, got the details and the rest is 
history.”

Fortress, based in Manhattan, describes 
itself as “a biopharmaceutical company 
dedicated to acquiring, developing and 

commercializing novel pharmaceutical 
and biotechnology products.”

For example, “Currently the company 
is developing a treatment for an ultra-
rare condition called GNE myopathy a 
disease characterized by progressive 
muscle weakness that begins in the late 
teens. Affected individuals are usually 

wheelchair bound about 20 
years after onset.”

How does she stay on top of 
emerging therapies? “I read a 
lot of journals, go to confer-
ences and evaluate research 
projects for scientific validity, 
medical need and market 
potential,” Shuli said. “If all 
those things line up I will 
recommend that our company 
in-license the drugs so we can 
take it through clinical trials 
and then bring it to market.”  

Shuli said she “was definitely 
influenced by my education 
at Maimonides and the values 
that were instilled in me by 
the school. The general atti-
tude pervasive at Maimonides 
was one of inquiry, explora-
tion and self empowerment.” 
She particularly remembers 
“my lessons from Dr. (Robert) 
Cunningham, his thrill and 
excitement about electrons 
and the scientific process were 

infectious.” 

“My parents lit the fire in me to push my 
boundaries to achieve success wherever 
I decided to devote me energies,” she 
added. 

Shuli’s husband, Dr. David Kulak, is 
a fertility specialist who practices at 
Genesis Fertility Center in Brooklyn. 
They have two children, Eliana, 8, a 
second grader at SAR, and Liam, 3.

Shuli Roditi-Kulak ’01 and family
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Phil Levin ’94 got into the construction 
business as a stopgap. Seventeen years 
later, he is project superintendent for a 
Bronx firm that specializes in building 
affordable housing in low-income 
neighborhoods.

“My focus in the construction industry 
has been primarily in the affordable 
housing sector,” Phil said. “I have 
worked on projects in underprivileged 

neighborhoods of New York City’s five 
boroughs that are in desperate need of 
quality affordable housing.”

“In some ways, whether I was helping to 
transform an entire city block of aban-
doned buildings or just an individual 
apartment, I often felt that I was making 
a difference in people’s quality of life.”

Phil recalled that “as I was about to 
graduate from Yeshiva University with 
a B.A. in history, I had no clear direc-

tion in which career path to proceed. A 
friend suggested that I try construction 
management, until I decided what to do 
with myself.”

The friend connected Phil with a real 
estate developer who was looking for a 
construction superintendent. “I decided 
to give construction a try, and 17 years 
later, and I am still working in construc-
tion management.”

He acknowledged that “I had 
a very limited background 
in construction. So virtually 
every industry trade was 
new to me. It was a very 
rude awakening.” He had 
to quickly learn the funda-
mentals of every subcontrac-
tor’s specialty, “in order for 
the crewmen to take me 
seriously as construction 
superintendent.” 

During his first two years on 
the job, Phil attended NYU’s 
School of Professional Studies 
after hours, earning a degree 
in building construction 
management. “It was a sink or 
swim situation. Luckily, I was 
able to swim.”

Phil, who lives in the Riverdale 
section of the Bronx, has been 
part of the management team 
of Expo Development Corp. 

for almost 10 years. The company says 
he supervises site personnel, and is the 
project liaison with architects, subcon-
tractors, quality control and work prog-
ress monitoring.  He is also in charge 
of sourcing materials for the jobs, cost 
evaluation and procurement, and has 
introduced efficiencies in the process 
which have resulted in savings. 

Expo specializes in developing and 
enhancing quality affordable housing, 
working with building owners, not-for-

profit organizations, and housing devel-
opment fund corporations.

“I have overseen the renovation and 
restoration of multiple abandoned 
and often burned-out building shells 
that were to be converted to afford-
able housing,” Phil said. “Individuals 
and families living on fixed incomes 
would be awarded apartments in 
these recently renovated buildings 
through New York City housing lottery 
programs.”

“More recently, I have been working 
in occupied buildings throughout the 
Bronx,” he continued. “Often these 
buildings and their apartments had 
been neglected by the previous owners 
or absentee landlords. The buildings 
would be seized by the city and owner-
ship would be transferred to developers 
willing to invest in the property. My 
company would be hired to work in 
these buildings to renovate the apart-
ments and bring the buildings up to city 
codes.”

Phil observed that throughout his 
construction career, he has met many 
different types of people from all walks 
of life. “However, I have encountered 
very few Jews, and even fewer Sabbath 
observing Jews within the construction 
industry,” he said. “Since I am often the 
first Orthodox Jew that many of my 
co-workers have met, I am often asked 
many questions about Judaism, and, 
strangely enough, about other religions 
as well.”

 “I often find myself thinking hard about 
what I say and how I act in front of 
others,” he said. “I do not want to say 
or do anything that may be miscon-
strued or may lead to a Chillul Hashem. 
Ultimately, I believe my personal 
conduct at work has helped to dispel 
many people’s misconceptions about 
Judaism.”

Project Superintendent Finds a Chesed Component in His Work on Buildings

Phil Levin ’92 and family
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Ben Birnbaum ’03 will play a major 
role in the annual lecture in memory 
of his beloved mother, scheduled for 
Sunday, March 27, at 5 p.m. at Congre-
gation Mishkan Tefila in Chestnut Hill. 
Ben will introduce the keynote speaker, 
author and philosopher Leon Wieseltier. 
The two were colleagues at the New 
Republic magazine, where Wieseltier 
served as literary critic for more than 20 
years. Ben is a Woodrow Wilson Fellow 
at Princeton University and the recipient 
of a National Press Club Award. He will 
also deliver a tribute to his mother, 
Connie Birnbaum, z”l, who served as 
missions coordinator for Synagogue 
Council for several years. 
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SarahBatyah (Kempner) Cohen 
’96 and her husband Benjamin were 
honored by Young Israel of Skokie, 
IL during ceremonies on Feb. 15. The 
theme of the dinner was generations, 
and the Cohen children were also 
honored, along with Batyah’s parents, 
Mindy and Irv Kempner. Batyah has 
served as a vice president and Board 
member of the shul. She is also PTA 
co-president at Arie Crown Hebrew 
Day School, lead educator at Am Yisrael 
School of Jewish studies and a kallah 
teacher with Daughters of Israel of 
Chicago.
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Yakov Ellenbogen 12, a junior history 
major at Yeshiva University, recently 
presented a 15-minute lecture on his 
research at Princeton University’s inau-

gural Undergraduate Jewish Studies 
Conference.  The conference hosted 
outstanding students from universities 
across the country to share ideas and 
connect with peers. Yakov presented 
his work on the demonology of the 
Ramban, examining his attitudes on the 
classification and abilities of demons 
and how they interact with humanity 
and comparing those attitudes to those 
held by Ramban’s non-Jewish contem-
poraries. He told a YU interviewer that 
his fascination with the Ramban’s atti-
tudes on demons stemmed from his 
interest in Homer’s Odyssey. Yakov said 
he hopes to earn a master’s degree in 
Jewish history, with an emphasis on the 
medieval and early modern periods.
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Alex Klibaner ’91 has been appointed 
an administrative law judge for the 
Social Security Administration’s Office 
of Disability Adjudication and Review. 
The position serves as an impartial 
fact-finder in the appeals process for 
people who have been denied disability 
insurance benefits or supplemental 
income payments. The administra-
tive law judge holds hearings, accepts 
testimony, and is able to consider 
the entire record anew to determine 
whether the claimant qualifies for 
benefits. Alex is chair of the Maimonides 
Alumni Committee and a member of 
the Board of Directors. Most recently he 
was a Massachusetts assistant attorney 
general in the insurance and financial 
services division. Alex and his wife 

Rachel Schiff have two children in the 
Maimonides Elementary School.

2 2

HeatherRose Linda ’97  has been 
recognized as the 2015 leader-of-the-
year at The Inn at Longwood Medical 
in Boston, where she is the revenue 
and reservations manager and acting 
director of rooms. HeatherRose gradu-
ated from Johnson & Wales University 
with a bachelor’s degree in hospitality 
and has been at Longwood for 15 years. 
She has been recognized as employee-
of-the-year as well 
as employee-of-the-
month and leader-of-
the-quarter multiple 
times. “This past year, 
she has increased 
her leadership role 
in the hotel and 
flourished personally 
and professionally,” 
said Brian Stiglets, 
general manager. 
“The hotel and I have 
benefitted from 
her understanding of the Boston hotel 
market and applying it to our busi-
ness model to produce record revenue 
growth.” Another colleague added that 
HeatherRose is the definition of a great 
hotel partner. “She always works with 
our brand and is keen to give us insight 
on how we can assist her.” HeatherRose 
also has been nominated for the Massa-
chusetts Lodging Association’s Stevan 
Porter Emerging Hospitality Leader.

Maimonides School Alumni Here and There…

HeatherRose Linda ‘97

Last week Rabbi Dov Huff 
’00, Middle and Upper School 
interim principal of Judaic 
studies, visited 2015 gradu-
ates learning in Israel this year, 
including five at Midreshet 
HaRova in Yerushalayim: 
from left, Emily Jaffe, Ilana 
Michaelson, Adi Atar, Aliza 
Spellman and Shifra Berg. 


