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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.
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Grad Fellow: Helping Abused Children “an Opportunity and a Responsibility”

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Shira Falk ’08 is a doctoral fellow in a 
clinical research laboratory that works 
with children who have been physi-
cally or sexually abused, or witness 
to domestic violence. She considers 
this to be an opportunity — and a 
responsibility.

Shira, who is on a track toward a 
Ph.D. in clinical psychology, is affili-
ated with the Child HELP Partnership. 
The program is directed by Dr. Elissa 
Brown, her teacher and mentor at St. 
John’s University in Queens, NY. “The 
Child HELP Partnership provides free, 
evidence-based services to children 
and adolescents.”

“Once you meet these kids, you see 
that despite the horrible things that 
they went through, they are still kids,” 
Shira said. “They still laugh and misbe-
have and act like kids.” 

“It is sad to hear what happened 
to these kids, often at the hands of 
someone they trusted and loved,” 
she continued. “One way that I cope 
is that I look at this as an amazing 
opportunity. These kids have been hurt 
emotionally by someone they love and, 
consequently, often have a skewed 
view of the world. It is an opportunity 
to be even a small part of a system that 
helps them recover from something so 
unjust.” 

As an undergraduate psychology 
major at New York University with a 
minor in child and adolescent health, 
Shira enrolled in a class about trauma 
and resilience. “The class got me really 

interested in childhood 
trauma, especially because it 
amazed me how resilient kids 
can be,” she recounted. “This 
class gave me more focus in 
what I am interested.”

“Thank G-d, I was given such 
an amazing life and I haven’t 
had anything happen to me 
that’s impeded my coping 
abilities, so I feel responsible 
to help those who haven’t 
been so lucky get to that 
same healthy place,” she 
observed. “It is especially 
important since these kids 
are so young, and getting 
help at the right time can 
really help them get on a 
better track.”

Each fellow works 18 hours a 
week. The children, who are all part of 
the ongoing research, receive free indi-
vidualized trauma-focused cognitive 
behavioral therapy, “which is a fantastic 
treatment for post-traumatic stress 
disorder,” Shira said. 

“Each child and his or her caregiver is 
given a full evaluation of all symptoms 
before, midway, and post-treatment, as 
well as three months after the comple-
tion of treatment,” she explained. “We 
then use these data to look at differ-
ences in outcomes — for example, 
what might make certain kids better 
able to respond to the treatment, or 
better able to cope after a trauma.” 

Although she is not yet involved with 
direct therapy, “I do the evaluations 
and I see the data of what happens 
to these kids. At the beginning of my 
fellowship, when I was just entering 
and reading the data, it was actually 
much harder for me to read of the 
terrible things these kids go through. 
However, the evaluations really 
changed my perspective.”

“It’s so inspiring to see these kids and 
what they have to offer, even if it’s just 
watching them play a regular game 
or laughing or misbehaving,” Shira 
asserted. “It’s important to not think of 
them as ‘survivors’ rather than ‘victims’ 
and to see their strengths.”

Shira Falk ‘08
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Alumnus’s Initiative Aims to “Transform Landscape of Jewish Education”
The etymology of the word “school” 
suggests a place where students 
listen to lectures. The root of the word 
yeshiva, on the other hand, suggests 
a location where “you sit and live and 
breathe what you’re doing.”

Rabbi Shmuel Feld ’88 says this 
difference illustrates the challenge 
facing the American Jewish commu-
nity if it wants day schools to prioritize 
“the creation of self-confident Jews 
who want to learn about their religion 
and apply it to their lives…We’ve 
drifted away from that priority.”

Shmuel is the managing director 
of the Jewish Education Innovation 
Challenge (JEIC), a two-year-old foun-
dation-backed initiative. JEIC funds 
school pilot programs that “challenge 
and improve the way core curriculum 
and foundational thinking of the 
religion is transferred to the next 
generation.”

“There is an imagined conventionality 
that says this is always how Jewish 

education has been done,” Shmuel 
said. “Actually, we are in the midst 
of a 70-year experiment about how 
to teach the core values and ideas 
of Judaism in the confines of what 
people call school.” JEIC, he said, is 
looking “to transform the landscape 
of Jewish education so we can focus 
on every child’s talents, beliefs and 
practices.”

The JEIC website expands on this 
point: “We will not be able to sustain 
ourselves through a secular model 
that is based on formulaic exams and 
cookie-cutter grading. The system 
discourages and demoralizes those 
who do not keep up, engenders grade 
inflation and cheating, and inad-
vertently generates a message that 
Torah, the most crucial device for our 
nation’s existence, is not accessible to 
‘lesser’ students.”

After a transformative year learning 
at Yeshivat Kerem B’Yavneh, Shmuel 
earned an undergraduate degree 
at the University of Chicago and 
semicha from Rabbi Gedalia Schwartz. 
His teaching experience includes 
positions at Ida Crown Academy in 
Chicago, Charles E. Smith Day School 
in Rockville, MD and even a short stint 
at Maimonides while he was earning 
his M.Ed. degree at Harvard.

Shmuel also was an administrator 
at Tarbut V’Torah in Irvine, CA, prin-
cipal for three years at Dayton Hillel 
Academy, and lower school vice 
principal at Berman Hebrew Academy 
near Washington, DC. He has done 
policy work in education and created 
and taught a program to enhance 
public school subjects for low 
achievers in the Pawtucket schools. 
“A lot of the things I’ve done included 
out-of-the-box thinking on how 
education should work,” he said.

He was recruited in 2012 by the 
Mayberg Family Charitable Founda-

tion to launch JEIC, “to research, 
understand and solicit solutions to 
deficiencies that many day school 
parents, teachers and administrators 
acknowledge but find difficult to 
address.”

“We have to be convinced that 
these programs we want to fund are 
really going to change the system,” 
Shmuel said. “We research and study 
those programs carefully to identify 
critical success factors and determine 
whether they are scalable to other 
institutions.”

The process attempts “to create a 
public debate to try to make people 
more aware of things we are sleep-
walking through, things we need to 
be more thoughtfully doing.” This, 
he continued, “gradually affects the 
minds of funders…Over the past 
20 years a lot of money has been 
dumped into failed projects in Jewish 
education.”

JEIC encourages “changes that reflect 
processes that are clearly going to 
create the Jewish community of the 
future,” Shmuel said. Grants are open 
to all Jewish day schools. “Ultimately, 
we don’t know where that great set 
of ideas is going to come from, that 
revolutionary, sustainable, account-
able and scalable program.”

The organization awards up to 
four grants annually for as much 
as $50,000 each. Last year, its first, 
the program awarded two grants; 
this year JEIC received 65 proposals, 
Shmuel said, which were winnowed 
down to four finalists. They made 
presentations and discussed their 
ideas with educators and funders 
at the JEIC Innovators Retreat this 
month. 

Shmuel, his wife Sheri and their three 
children live in Silver Spring, MD.

Rabbi Shmuel Feld ‘88
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The immigrant experience, often 
romanticized in literature and media, 
is actually challenging and emotional, 
according to Noam Osband ’98, who 
recently produced an independent 
film on Mexican immigrants’ efforts to 
adapt to the culture of a Philadelphia 
working-class suburb. 

The documentary, Adelante, high-
lights transitions in Norristown, PA, 
as Mexican immigrants move 
into a neighborhood that had 
been a bastion of Irish Cath-
olic life. The film’s publicity 
says it “shows how different 
communities have made 
mutual adjustments in order to 
create meaningful and heart-
felt bonds of friendship and 
understanding.”

“I felt myself really drawn into 
the sadness of being an immi-
grant — the tension these 
people have in starting new 
lives with new opportunities,” 
Noam observed. “But they are cut off 
from their families and are not going 
to see them anytime soon. Being an 
immigrant — even legally — is hard.” 

“It makes you think: What did my 
great-grandparents do? How did they 
keep in touch with families they left 
behind?” he continued. “Working on 
this project has given me a little under-
standing about how difficult this must 
have been.”

“Part of the reason I study immi-
gration at the graduate level is my 
background,” he said. “I remember 
celebrating the Fourth of July at Camp 
Morasha and a rabbi saying what grati-
tude we owe this country.”

Noam said he took a filmmaking 
course in 2009 in a graduate program 
at the University of Pennsylvania, 
and “I sort of fell in love with it. I can 
lose myself easier in film than I can in 

writing; it’s a way to make something 
artistic and aesthetically moving and 
at the same time really thoughtful and 
thought-provoking.”

Mexican-Americans in Norristown 
work in construction and auto body 
shops and other industries, clean 
offices, “and do many things tradi-
tionally done by immigrants in urban 
areas,” Noam said.  Most of the recent 

arrivals are undocumented, and most 
of their children were born in the U.S., 
he noted. 

Adelante focuses on a couple plan-
ning to get married. “They had put 
off marriage for a while because they 
always thought they would return to 
Mexico,” Noam related. He said the 
town’s St. Patrick’s Church opened in 
the 19th century to serve Irish Catholic 
railroad workers. But by the early 
1990s, the reality of demographic 
change was evident. The school closed 
and the church nearly followed suit. 

“This isn’t just a random church. It is 
very distinctly identified as an Irish-
Catholic church,” Noam said. Yet it 
became a spiritual and social refuge 
for Mexican immigrants. Indeed, he 
pointed out, studies have shown that 
immigration is the reason the Catholic 
Church has grown in the U.S. over the 
past 20 years. 

The church allowed the couple “to 
recreate things they had left behind in 
Mexico. It was very moving to me that 
people could recreate exactly what 
they did in Mexico — a mariachi band, 
icons, a feast with traditional foods.”

The film includes portrayals of the lives 
both of young Mexican immigrants 
and older Irish parishioners. “Ulti-
mately,” the publicity campaign says, 

“we see these two groups 
interact in harmony with each 
other and come to under-
stand and rejoice in each 
other’s lives.”

“This is a film that on one 
hand is very positive because 
what’s going on there is posi-
tive. Faith has been a means of 
bridging different groups that 
otherwise wouldn’t meet,” 
Noam commented. “But the 
sadness of the film is the diffi-

culties immigrants face.”

Adelante has been screened at more 
than a dozen film festivals. Noam said 
there are also plans to show the film in 
schools and religious institutions. The 
film’s website is www.adelantethefilm.
com. Noam said the film will screen as 
part of Boston’s Roxbury International 
Film Festival at the end of June. 

Noam’s prior work includes a short 
film about an Arkansas cattle auction, 
Searcy County, which has screened at 
more than a dozen festivals, and he is 
working on a profile of Baruch Marzel, 
a Hebron-based Israeli politician. 

Noam is a doctoral candidate in 
anthropology at Penn. Adelante, he 
said, “has nothing to do with my 
coursework — but I’ve never worked 
harder on anything in my life.” His 
upcoming dissertation will be the first 
ever submitted in film format at Penn. 
It is about Mexican migrant reforesta-
tion workers in the Southeast. 

Noam Osband ’98 is flanked by Avi Steinberg ’97, left, and Ezra 
Feldman ’98 at the Catskill Mountains Film Festival early in May.

Documentary by Graduate Explores a Community’s Cultural Change

http://www.adelantethefilm.com
http://www.adelantethefilm.com
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Maimonides Alumni Here and There...
Relatives and friends of Irving “Itch” Zeidel, 
husband of Marilyn (Leder) Zeidel ’68, 
will be among hundreds of volunteers 
participating in a Walk to Defeat ALS on 
Sunday, June 8 in Teaneck, NJ. Mr. Zeidel 
was diagnosed with ALS in 2012. Here 
is an account of his battle, the support 
provided by family and community, and 
the June 8 event: http://jewishlinkbc.
com/index.php?option=com_content&v
iew=article&id=3566:team-zeidel-rallies-
community-for-als-research&catid=150:ne
ws&Itemid=562

Avi Fuld ’09 spoke on behalf of his 
graduating class at Brandeis University 
departmental commencement 
ceremonies on May 18. Avi, who received 
a bachelor of arts degree, magna cum 
laude, was nominated for the honor by 
the Psychology Department faculty. He 
carried a double major at Brandeis — 
psychology and business — and was 
the undergraduate representative to the 
departmental faculty. “Change is a two 
way street,” he told his classmates. “And I 
believe that just as we have been changed 
for the better, we have reciprocally 
catalyzed change in our department, our 
school, and our community.”

Ilan ben Zion (Mitchell) ’03 is calling 
attention to a couple of interesting recent 
photo features he wrote for the Times of 
Israel, May 20 edition. The subjects are 
little-known institutions near Jerusalem’s 
Old City. One highlights “a collection of 
stunning 100-year-old photos of Ottoman 
Palestine,” taken by the first director 
of the German Protestant Institute of 

Archaeology. The other is a collection 
of ornate paintings and artifacts in St. 
Louis French Hospital, a hospice run by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. Photos from the 
hospice collection were taken by Moti 
Tufeld ’06. The links are 

http://www.timesofisrael.com/
the-beauty-of-ottoman-palestine-
lovingly-explored-and-documented/

and http://www.timesofisrael.com/
in-jerusalem-a-rare-glimpse-of-crusader-
images/.

Jessica Kasmer-Jacobs ’10, a student 
at New York University, has been named 
one of a handful of Robert Bartley 
Fellows by The Wall Street Journal. 
Jessica will be working with Robert 
Messenger of the Journal’s book review 
section. The fellowships, consisting of 
paid internships, are offered to “young 
thinkers and writers whose views are 
broadly consistent with Bob Bartley’s 
philosophy and who aspire to careers in 
journalism.”

Shelly Stohl of Efrat, grandson of 
esteemed Maimonides School teacher 
Rabbi Isaac Simon, z”l, is “collating a 
memoir of my zeide’s life in honor of his 
yahrzeit” on 25 Sivan.  He has received 
several recollections and reflections from 
the rabbi’s former students, and is hoping 
for more. “My four siblings and I have 
heard much from our mother (Avivya 
Simon Stohl ’70), but there undoubtedly 
is so much more for us to hear and 
appreciate,” said Shelly, who never met his 
grandfather. “We will be most grateful for 

your writing a note (as long or short as you 
wish) which highlights the relationship 
our zeide had with you and how this 
relationship affected you and your loved 
ones.” Former students may mail their 
thoughts to Shelly at 137 N. Alta Vista, Los 
Angeles, CA 90036 or at 33 HaGefen, Efrat, 
Israel, or by email to sstohl@hotmail.com.  
His number in Israel is 972-52-868-0037.

Arthur Berger ’62, external affairs senior 
advisor for the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, greets Maimonides eighth graders 
during their visit to the museum in Wash-
ington, DC on May 20.
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