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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

Alumnus Balances His Family, Law Career as He Achieves Semicha
a more formalized program and result,” 
Doug said. 

So he embarked on an 18-month 
learning experience with Yeshiva Pirchei 
Shoshanim, an intensive distance-
learning program based in Israel. At 
first he said he was skeptical about a 
state-of-the-art correspondence course. 
But a prior learning partner aspired to 
qualify for the rabbanut in Israel through 
Parchei Shoshanim, and succeeded. 
“I decided that if it’s good enough to 
prepare for that exam then this has 
to be a good program. So I jumped 
right into it and found it to be a great 
program.” 

“But like everything else, it’s what you 
put into it,” Doug added. The program 
is totally technology-based, and he said 
he connected using email, Skype and 
the telephone. He was responsible for 
two shiurim a week covering centuries 
of Jewish teaching and thought, with 
tests every four or five weeks. The final 
exams were in New Jersey.

As an attorney with a family, a heavy 
workload and travel schedule, Doug 
didn’t have a lot of spare time. 
Somehow he reached his goal, and he 
stressed that “I couldn’t have done it 
without my wife and kids. They sup-
ported what I was doing…It was truly 
non-stop. I would start a typical exam 
Saturday night and finish it late Sunday 
night and send the answers Monday 
morning,” he recounted, adding, “I was 
still expected to take client phone calls.” 

The yeshiva was “willing to work with 
me on my schedule,” he said. Still, “It 

Douglas Stein ’89 says he is proof 
that “you can live a classic lifestyle in 
the United States — working, with a 
family, and kids in school — and still 
make time to be successful in learning 
Torah.” Nine months ago he received 
semicha, culminating a year-and-a-
half of intense study that ended with 
a two-day oral exam and a 14-hour 
written test. 

“It’s one thing to live a Torah lifestyle. 
It’s another to show your kids what 
you are willing to sacrifice essentially 
for L’Shem Shamayim,” said Doug, who 
with his wife Deborah has two daugh-
ters, ages 15 and 11. “My kids under-
stood that this isn’t a hypothetical 
thing we live every day. There is more 
than simply following the Halakha. 
There is learning the Halakha and how 
it applies to our daily lives.” 

After earning a Maryland under-
graduate degree and his law degree 
at Yeshiva University’s Cardozo 
School, Doug worked for the Internal 
Revenue Service before going into 
private practice in upstate New York. 
He moved to the Detroit area, where 
for over five years he was “involved 
in numerous batei dinim.”  Almost six 
years ago he and his family relocated 
to Atlanta, where he joined a large law 
firm before starting his own practice 
in 2012. 

That was several months after his 
momentous decision to begin 
studying for the rabbanut. “I have 
been studying ever since I left yeshiva 
(HaKotel), and I decided it was time to 
move to a more formal methodology, 

would have been a lot easier if I had done 
this in college, when you don’t have kids, 
you don’t have a job. I was still working 
50-60 hours a week when I took this 
program, and I still had to be there for my 
kids…It’s hard to describe what you give 
up to make that happen: sleep, nights, 
weekends, vacations.” 

He didn’t share his undertaking with his 
parents, Arthur and Zelda (Bilansky) 
Stein ’61, until surprising them with the 
news that he had reached his goal. 

“Now that I have semicha, I do not intend 
to be a pulpit rabbi or a teacher,” Doug 
said. “I think you teach through your 
actions, you don’t need to be a teacher in 
a school.” He said he intends to continue 
with his law practice, but also wants to 
inspire others to learn. “I would like to put 
together some courses here in Atlanta 
on Halakha. The way we teach Halakha 
is too dry… I had good rabbonim who 
taught me, and I felt it was something I 
needed to do to put myself in a position 
to show other people.”  

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Douglas Stein ‘89
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Class of 2001  Financial Entrepreneur Says Painting Is a Lifelong Pursuit

Yinon Ravid ’01 is a cutting-edge finan-
cial entrepreneur — with a twist. He is 
also a serious artist. 

Last March, he and a close college friend 
launched a business aimed at changing 
personal investing. “We brushed off our 

computer science skills and built Open-
folio (www.openfolio.com),” Yinon said. 
“At its core, Openfolio aims to connect 
the world’s investors.” 

Openfolio describes itself as a place 
where “people share elements of 
their portfolios, investment activity, 
performance and thoughts with other 
investors.” 

“We just closed a round of seed 
financing and have hired a couple of 
engineers,” Yinon reported. “So far, the 
feedback has been incredibly positive 
and people are excited for the launch.”

He has another goal — “a large painting 
about once a month. It’s easy to forget 
how gratifying painting is, and it’s easy 
to let it get overrun by the demands of 
starting a business, so I’m trying a little 
bit of discipline to keep me on track this 
year. Visual arts have always been an 
important part of my life.”

Yinon studied economics and computer 
science at Columbia, graduating in 2005. 
“I spent my 20s trading high-yield bonds 
at Oak Hill, a $25 billion asset manager 
in midtown Manhattan,” he related. 
“This was an incredibly fulfilling experi-
ence, watching the financial crisis from 
the front row and working incredibly 
hard to navigate the markets for the 
firm’s institutional clients.”

 “In the process, I was always keenly 
aware that personal investing, particu-
larly for ‘Gen Y,’ sorely lacks innova-
tion. I worked at the center of it all, 
but I still didn’t really know what to do 
with my money. And no one my age, 
myself included, is calling a stockbroker 
anymore.”

 “Investing can often feel like throwing 
darts blindly. Where do you even start?” 
Yinon continued. “There’s an abundance 
of advice being dispensed, but there is 
no context for that advice. We wanted 
the answer to a simple question: What is 
everyone else actually doing with their 
investments?” Openfolio, 
he said, is set up “to 
help you make smarter 
investment choices 
by showing you the 
important investments, 
activity and thoughts of 
people in your extended 
network.” 

As far as the painting 
is concerned, Yinon 
said it “comes in fits 
and spurts, but I try 
to and need to make 
time for it routinely. 
Painting is definitely a 
lifelong pursuit, I can’t 
imagine a time when I 
won’t be painting, and I 
hope I only paint more 
in the future. One of 
my dreams is to have 

a piece displayed in the Museum of 
Modern Art.”

Yinon acknowledged that “there were 
many teachers at Maimonides who 
affected my development greatly. But 
one always stood above the rest — Ms. 
Sharon Steiff, z”l. She taught us grammar 
and the foundations of English in an 
incredible way — my understanding of 
grammar all the way through college 
and until now rests on that foundation.”

 “More importantly though,” he 
commented, “she taught me organiza-
tion and discipline. I still remember 
the sections of the four-inch binder 
she made us keep, and what a work of 
art it was at the end of the year. She 
was the first teacher who forced us to 
meticulously organize our work, and 
she enforced rules around the way we 
studied and learned. That discipline and 
organization has carried with me since 
the seventh grade.”

Yinon Ravid ‘01

Yinon’s recent painting Cyclone at Coney Island.
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Graduate’s Start vs. Israel Team a College Hockey Career Highlight 

Stellar Program and Turnout for Initial Alumni Parents Organization Event

The starting goaltender for the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology in its 
exhibition hockey game against the 
Israel national team in Cambridge on 
Motza’ei Shabbat, March 1, is believed 
to be the first Maimonides School 
graduate to play an intercollegiate 
sport outside of Yeshiva University.

Adam (AJ) Edelman ’09 is a mechan-
ical engineering major at MIT who has 
been skating since around age three. 
The game starts at 7:30 at the Johnson 
Ice Rink, 77 Massachusetts Ave.

AJ said he started skating along with 
his brother Alex ’07 and their father 
Elazer ’74. (His brother Austin ’15 has 
also taken up the sport.) AJ was serious 
about hockey, competing for Brook-
line youth and travel teams through 
high school. Somehow he was able 
to navigate around the demands of a 
Maimonides schedule. “It was always 
a little difficult but ultimately a lot of 
fun,” he said.

How did he end up playing in net? 
“When I was just starting out, they 
asked, ‘Who would like to strap on 
the pads?’ I thought that the goalie 
plays the whole game (not in shifts like 
skaters) and the goalie is the guy who 
gets all the action. It was probably the 
best athletic decision I ever made.”

He made another important decision 
following a tournament when he was 
in middle school. After a game, “This 
guy I’d never seen before offered my 
father a spot for me at a prep school, 

where I’d have 
the highest level 
of competition 
and coaching. 
There would be 
many games on 
Shabbos — and 
the school itself 
was Christian.”

“I still remember 
the drive home 
when discussing 
the offer with 
my dad. Ulti-
mately I decided 
to continue at 
Maimonides. It 
was certainly a 
difficult deci-
sion, since it 
was essentially 
closing the door 
on a post-high 
school career. But it solidified my 
resolve to retain my religious Jewish 
identity. When I got to MIT there was 
no question as to whether I’d play on 
Shabbos, and for that I think I’ve earned 
a certain respect from my teammates 
as well. It has been a defining decision, 
one I’m ultimately proud of.”

There is a significant psychological 
component to the lonely position of 
goalie, AJ confirmed. “Hockey is to its 
greatest degree mental. The moves 
are reflexive and the competition is 
to a degree more psychological than 
physical…When I was at the high 

school level I was so confident that I 
would wish that people were shooting 
against me. That’s a mental edge that 
puts you on a higher plane competi-
tively. At the collegiate level, the skills 
and reflexes you have are second 
nature. But if you are mentally out of it, 
you are in massive trouble.”

AJ is a senior, but he will have a year of 
collegiate eligibility left if he wants to 
play as a graduate student. 

“I miss a lot because college sports 
often are on Shabbos. But I’ve never 
compromised Shabbos to play,” he said. 

More than 60 people, covering a range 
of five decades of Maimonides School 
history, attended the new Alumni 
Parents Organization’s first event on 
Jan. 12.

Guest speaker Prof. Jonathan D. Sarna 
of Brandeis University, presenting 
an optimistic outlook, delineated 
current challenges facing the American 
Jewish community. Dr. Sarna, the pre-
eminent historian of the American 

Jewish community, is the father of two 
Maimonides graduates.

The agenda also featured tours of the 
school led by Upper School student 
ambassadors, and an array of photo-
graphs, videos, documents and other 
Maimonides memorabilia.

Dr. Elliot Israel, father of three alumni 
and chair of the 21-member Alumni 
Parents Committee, was pleased with 

the outcome. “People talked about 
how great it was to get together,” he 
said.

The committee is scheduled to meet 
late in March to consider different 
arenas that could involve alumni 
parents, including additional events, 
and a database of skills and experience 
that could develop into mentoring 
opportunities. 

AJ Edelman ‘09
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Dr. Leora Leeder ’86 a Pioneering Chiropractor in Jerusalem

There are 126 chiropractors in Israel. 
When Dr. Leora (Leah) Leeder ’86 
arrived as a new olah in 1997, there 
were five in Jerusalem (now there are 
20). She knows the data because she is 
vice president of the Israel Chiropractic 
Society, the only woman on the execu-
tive board, and the Israeli representa-
tive to the International Chiropractic 
Association. “As a political science 
major at Barnard, I arrived in Israel with 
a zeal to change the system from the 
inside,” she explained. 

While studying at the Hebrew Univer-
sity in 1990, Leora was inspired to 
make aliyah during a Yom HaAtzmaut 
celebration. “It took me seven years, 
including finishing my pre-med 
requirements, attending chiropractic 
school, finishing my internship, and 
taking my American licensing boards 
to make it to Israel.” After working in 
the chiropractic office of her father, Dr. 
Asher Leeder ’69, she moved to Israel 
in June 1997.

She recalled that on an earlier flight to 
Toronto, “I got upgraded to business 
class and sat next to an executive of 
the Boston Bruins.  He asked me about 
my profession, and I explained the 
miracles and wonders of chiropractic, 
and how in fact many athletic teams 
regularly employ a sports chiropractor.  
By the end of the flight I had convinced 
this man not only to incorporate 
chiropractic into the Bruins’ training 
routine, but he also offered me the 
job. To which I replied, ‘Thank you, but, 
you see, in three months I am moving 
to Israel.’ Zionism is a combination 
of idealism and insanity, and I often 
wonder if I would have ever made it to 
Israel if I had accepted this amazing job 
opportunity.”

Immediately upon arrival in Israel, she 
visited Jerusalem chiropractors “to 
understand how to open my private 
practice, to watch how they interacted 
with patients and find out what was 
reasonable to charge. The best advice 
I got was: Be flexible. And it actually 

applies to anyone making aliyah in any 
field.”

She learned that “most Israeli patients 
will not care about the name of the 
muscle or its nerve innervation. They 
will not attend free patient educational 
lectures.  They want to go in and get 
fixed, so they can get back to their 
families and their workplace and their 
lives. If you help them, they will refer 
other patients to you, and your prac-
tice will grow.”

“I truly believe that the key to effective 
and promising work with patients is 
to decimate the old model of doctor 
as G-d, and to encourage each person 
to take responsibility for his or her 
body and health,” Leora said. “I do 
not ‘cure’ anything. I realign, balance 
and instruct the neurological system 
through my treatment to return to 
the place that  G-d intended, which is 
the innate ability to heal itself.  Then I 
essentially become a mechanic, doing 
tune-ups on a preventative basis 
rather than symptom and pain based 
management.”

Leora has worked with “all elements 
of the Israeli population, from a one-
hour-old baby to a 96-year-old Shoah 
survivor, pregnant women and the 
disabled, secular and religious Jews, 
Arabs and United Nations workers.  
Each person brings his or her own 
story to the table, and I become part 
chiropractor, part therapist.”

Leora reserves Fridays for treatment 
of soldiers, and offers reduced rates 
“to those brave men and women.” She 
noted that her effort to enlist in the 
Israel Defense Forces fell short because 
“as a civilian with three academic 
degrees, they would have to pay me 
a high salary, added to the bonus I 
would receive as an officer.” Instead, 
she joined Mishmar Ezrachi, a volun-
teer police unit.  

On Feb. 18, 2001, driving home from 
work, she was almost killed by sniper 
fire on the Tunnel Road in Gush Etzion.  
“Suffering from PTSD, I not only 
stopped working in Efrat, but also real-
ized that when you live in Israel and 

Leora Leeder ’86 with her daughter Raphaela and parents Shira and Asher ’69.

continued on page 5
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LEFT: Sarah and Rabbi Noah Cheses 

’03 complete “a memory-making 

run of the Miami Half-Marathon.” 

They were among runners from 

Yale University’s Slifka Center for 

Jewish Life who participated in the 

recent event to raise money for 

Yachad, the National Jewish Council 

for Disabilities.

RIGHT:  Meira Lerner ’07 and Adin 

Liss ’10 take a break after watching 

the fledgling Maimonides School 

team compete in the recent Witten-

berg wrestling tournament at 

Yeshiva University.

Maimonides Alumni Here and There… 

Four Maimonides graduates will be 
among the candidates formally ordained 
by Yeshiva University at the quadrennial 
Chag HaSemikha, scheduled for Sunday, 
March 23 at the university. Rabbi Jona-
than Hefter ’02 is completing studies 
for a master of social work degree at YU’s 
Wurzweiler School. Rabbi Benyamin 
Kohanim ’00 recently finished work on 
a master’s in business administration. 
Rabbi Beni Krohn ’02 is assistant rabbi 
at Congregation Rinat Yisrael in Teaneck, 
NJ. Rabbi Noah Cheses ’03 is an asso-
ciate rabbi at the Joseph Slifka Center for 

Jewish Life at Yale University. Also invited 
to the festivities is the 50th anniver-
sary semikha class, covering the period 
1960-1963. This group includes five 
Maimonides graduates: Rabbi Dr. Haym 
Soloveitchik ’54, Rabbi Dr. Abraham 
Mann ’55, Rabbi Dr. Henoch Millen ’56, 
Rabbi A. Moshe Possick ’56 and Rabbi 
Yitzhak Rubin ’56.

Gabe Kahn ’96 was the author of a 
recent piece in the New York Jewish Week 
that featured another Maimonides grad-
uate, Mitch Morrison ’82. His story can 

be accessed at http://www.thejewish-
week.com/special-sections/healthcare/
santa-tzedaka.

Lauren Solomont ’07 is training to run 
the New York City Half-Marathon March 
16, and in the process is raising money to 
benefit the Children’s Tumor Foundation. 
Here is the link to her fundraising page:  
http://ctf.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/
donorPledge.asp?ievent=1081391&s
upId=399155960. Lauren is the daughter 
of Joan and David Solomont ’69.

experience this life, for good or for bad, 
you cannot go soft,” Leora reflected.

“After many Orthodox rabbis started 
advocating the option of single mother-
hood by choice, I made the decision to 
research that path for myself,” Leora said. 
“I could get married any time in the span 
of my life, but the clock for conceiving 
a healthy child and having the energy 
to do so properly and fully was running 
down.”

She noted that “Israel is considered the 
world expert in fertility and IVF tech-
nology.  After about a year of fertility 
treatments at Hadassah Hospital and 

several heart-wrenching miscarriages, 
on Erev Succot 2009 I gave birth to my 
astounding daughter, Raphaela Rivka 
Danzig Leeder. She was named after my 
grandmother, who was born in Palestine 
in 1922 and whose father was a member 
of the Jewish Underground. I had come 
full circle. I had moved to Israel, built a 
professional and personal life that made 
me happy and fulfilled, and had brought 
into the world the first sabra in four 
generations of the Danzig-Keller-Leeder 
clan.”

Leora continues to mentor single women, 
both religious and secular, who are 
considering this choice. “I also volunteer 
with the Jerusalem Society for Street 

Cats, and often take Raphaela on my 
tours of the neighborhood wildlife,” she 
added.

“I must say, after all the dreams and ambi-
tion I have poured into my life plan, the 
most important, the only really important 
job I will ever do is raise my child, and 
give her the tools to fulfill her potential 
as a human being who shows compas-
sion and tolerance for others, enjoys a 
close and joyous relationship with  G-d 
and organic Judaism. If I manage to 
raise a child who makes this existence a 
better place, a person who experiences 
meaning and self-confidence on a regular 
basis, I will truly have made my mark.” 

Jerusalem Chiropractor 
continued from page 4
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