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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Graduate’s Preservation Specialty Leads Her to Some Unusual Places 
She wondered what happens to 
the architecture of the site after 
it is excavated. “While buried, the 
historic material reaches a sort of 
point of equilibrium in the ground 
where things deteriorate very slowly,” 
she explained. “But as soon as they 
are excavated and exposed to the 
elements, deterioration sets in at a 
rapid pace. I didn’t think it was fair to 
dig up this history without making 
sure to preserve it. This led me to 
conservation.”

Avigail received a master’s of science 
degree in historic preservation, with 
an emphasis on architectural conser-
vation, from Columbia University 
in 2007. “This degree has allowed 
me to do a wide range of work with 
historic buildings, from writing land-
mark nominations to applying for tax 
credits to performing construction 
management to actually doing the 
hands-on conservation work,” she 
said.

 She also had to acquire professional 
certifications, including construction 
site safety, scaffold training, use of a 
respirator, and even a training card 
that allows her access to the tracks 
while working in the New York City 
subway system. 

Avigail, who lives in Manhattan with her 
husband Aharon, began her preserva-
tion work in Hollywood, CA. “My first 
week of work found me eating lunch at 
the dining room table in a Frank Lloyd 
Wright house,” she recalled. “Not every 

Avigail Appelbaum Charnov ’01 
has spent “large amounts of time in 
very out-of-the way places.” Like an 
old buffalo-soldier fort in West Texas, 
the Tel Gezer excavation site south of 
Modi’in, and the Hearst Castle on the 
California coast. 

Avigail is an architectural conservator 
with the mission of diagnosing prob-
lems with historic building materials, 
and solving them.

“Old materials need to be treated 
with respect,” she explained. “You 
can’t simply slap concrete on them, 

not only because it can damage the 
historic material but also because the 
presence of concrete can detract from 
the historic integrity of the existing 
material.”

Avigail’s interest in preservation 
began at an archaeological dig in 
Israel in 2000, following her junior 
year at Maimonides. “I fell in love with 
archaeology and, more importantly, 
excavation,” she said. “I couldn’t get 
enough of it and spent many of the 
following summers on sites in Israel.”

site I work on is as exciting as that one, 
but they all have a story that I get to 
tell. And I help ensure that they are still 
around for future generations to enjoy.”

“My career has allowed me to work as 
an archaeological site conservator at Tel 

Avigail Appelbaum Charnov ‘01
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“I didn’t think it was fair 

to dig up this history 

without making sure to 

preserve it.  This led me 

to conservation.”
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Eli Portman ’10 says patience is not one 
of his strengths — except when it comes 
to designing animation. “I’ve spent up to 
15 hours working on 10 to 20 seconds of 
animation,” he said. “I can go for hours 
and really get into it.”

A studio art major with a concentration 
in drawing at Binghamton University, Eli 
hopes to pursue a career in animation. 
Meanwhile, he has discovered an affinity 
for a different medium — spray art.

Eli’s interest in animation began at a 
young age. “When I was in fourth grade 
I was already drawing comic books and 
cartoons, and that was transformed into 
an interest in animation,” he said.

“It was sort of a hobby when I was in high 
school. I would draw in the library a lot,” 
Eli continued. He specifically remembers 
the “History Through the Arts” class with 
teacher Roberta Wright, when he learned 
that Winsor McCay — not Walt Disney —
is regarded as “the father of animation.” 
Among fellow students, “there were a few 
really good artists but I don’t know if they 
pursued it.”

 Eli was a student in Mrs. Deborah Roth-
man’s art class at Maimonides (an extra-
curricular art program would be a nice 
addition, he suggested), and also studied 
with Somerville artist Raul Gonzalez, who 
also guided his 2010 senior project. Later 

that year Gonzalez was voted the 
region’s best visual artist by the 
editors of The Boston Phoenix.

“I always thought I had more to 
learn; in art you can always get 
better,” Eli observed. “It took a 
lot of time until I got to the point 
where I could appreciate my own 
work.”

Eli began experimenting with 
spray art last summer. This 
semester his mixed media 
instructor encouraged him to 
pursue it. The technique involves 
application of layers of quick-
drying paint, sprayed from cans. 
The artist deftly covers certain 
areas with various shapes so they 
aren’t painted, then follows the 
application with etching using 
palette knives.

The result can be classified as 
surrealism, Eli said. His work tends 
toward landscapes. “You can make 
waterfalls, trees, mountains, even 
scenes from space. There is a whole set of 
techniques you can use.”

Eli is selling some of his paintings and 
also offers his talents for special events. 
Details, including images, can be 
found at https://www.facebook.com/
ElisSprayPaintArt?fref=ts.

Eli is also an accomplished juggler, and 
his photograph was featured recently 
on the Binghamton University website 
tossing pins and promoting the campus 
circus arts group. His mother Zipora has 
taught general studies in the Maimonides 
Elementary School for 22 years.

Alumnus Discovers Spray Art While on the Road to Animation

Eli Portman ‘10 with a recent spray painting

continued from page 1

Gezer, to assess the conditions of the 
main entrance to, as well as the indoor 
pool, at Hearst Castle in California, and 
to perform the interior historic paint 
analysis at the Hollywood Palladium.”

She recently began working at Ever-
Greene Architectural Arts, a firm that 
preserves existing and creates new 
decorative interiors. The company has 
worked on everything from the U.S. 

Capitol and Library of Congress to 
private homes and synagogues. 

One of her first projects at EverGreene 
was to assess the condition of the plas-
terwork at the Clara Barton Missing 
Soldiers Office. Clara Barton lived in the 
building during and after the Civil War 
and her diary describing everything, 
including the wallpaper in her rooms, 
was found in the attic of the building. 

EverGreene is working to reconstruct 
that wallpaper with historical accuracy. 

“As with many not-so-ordinary careers, 
it has not always been easy to be a frum 
architectural conservator,” Avigail said. “I 
have certainly eaten more pre-Tisha B’av 
meals on the side of a highway on the 
way to the closest Chabad than I would 
like to admit. However, with a little bit 
of fancy footwork, I have never had to 
sacrifice one for the other.”

Graduate’s Preservation Specialty Leads Her to Some Unusual Places 
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Meira Lerner ’08 Honored as Stern’s Outstanding Senior Athlete

Meira Lerner ’08 left everything she 
had on the field — and the court. Now 
she is taking her talents to the arenas 
of chesed and healing.

Earlier this month Meira was honored 
as the outstanding senior student 
athlete at Stern College for Women 
during Yeshiva University’s Athletics 
Awards Dinner.  She also accepted 
the Aaron Meyer Memorial Award, 
presented to the student-athlete who 
best demonstrates spirit, selflessness 
and dedication to the team.

Meira in mid-June will begin serving 
as a tutor and coach with Harlem RBI, a 
program dedicated to helping inner-city 
children through sports. The program, 
largely sponsored by Major League 
Baseball, organizes baseball and soft-
ball leagues for underprivileged kids, 
who also must agree to be tutored for 
classes and standardized exams. “This 
is going to be pretty cool,” Meira said. 
“This summer position at Harlem RBI 
will allow me to teach the many lessons 
I have learned on the field and in the 
classroom to kids who are still learning 
to handle the student-athlete balancing 
act.”

In the fall Meira will begin a year of 
research at New York University’s 
Langone Medical Center, followed, she 
hopes, by a medical education with a 

concentration in sports medicine. Meira 
said she became interested in a medical 
career during a high school soccer 
season when four of her teammates 
were hobbling around on crutches.

Meira, daughter of Shlomo and Sharon 
(Epstein) Lerner ‘81, was a three-sport 
student-athlete at Maimonides and she 
doesn’t hesitate to credit that experi-
ence as the foundation for her success 
on Stern College teams.  At Stern, Meira 
was a three-year soccer captain and 
two-time member of the all-conference 
team.  She also played a season of inter-
collegiate basketball. 

“Soccer has been amazing; the soccer 
team is my family,” Meira said. “But 
getting softball off the ground has 
been an incredible experience… The 
first thing I did when I was accepted 
to Stern was to get in touch with the 
athletics director to start a softball 
team. It took me five years, but it has 
been incredible.” 

Through her efforts, along with those 
of the college’s new assistant athletic 
director, Christine Serdjenian, this was 
the first year of club softball at Stern.

 “Sports have been part of my life 
since I was really young,” Meira said. 
She can remember jumping fences 
to play pickup baseball after school 
on Fridays. “I always split my time 

between school and sports,” she said.

“Maimonides athletics helped me grow 
as a teammate and in sportsmanship. 
Maimonides really gave me a true 
appreciation of commitment.”

“Always having the team behind me was 
incredible,” Meira continued, adding, 
“Maimo students and teachers take 
sports very seriously.” She particularly 
mentioned Rabbi David Ehrenkranz, her 
high school softball coach, who “pushed 
me on the field to develop me not only 
as a player but also as a team leader. He 
taught me sportsmanship, and to reach 
my potential.” 

Meira Lerner ’08, right, and Christine Serdjenian, 
Yeshiva University’s assistant athletic director 
and Meira’s soccer coach at Stern College for 
Women

LEFT: Posing before New 
York University commence-
ment ceremonies at 
Yankee Stadium are 2008 
Maimonides graduates, 
from left, Shira Falk, Jessica 
Jaffe, Arielle Birnbaum and 
Sam Swartz.

RIGHT: Sara Miriam Liben ’09 
and Ze’ev Gebler ’08 prepare 
to graduate from Columbia 
University. The Maimonides 
alumni served on the 2011 
Hillel Executive Board at 
Columbia.
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Maimonides Alumni Here and There ...
Nate Japhet ’08 accepted two academic awards 
at Yeshiva University during ceremonies May 29. 
He received departmental awards for excellence in 
pre-medicine and excellence in Hebrew language. A 
member of the soccer team at YU, Nate also was one 
of 15 student-athletes cited by the university as four-
year letter-winners. Also recognized were two fellow 
2008 graduates, Yossi Ciment (baseball) and Meira 
Lerner (soccer, basketball and softball). Sam Larson 
‘11 won the Coach’s Award in foil fencing. Nate’s 
Maccabee and former M-Cat soccer teammate Joey 
Blechner ’09 won the Skyline Conference Statistical 
Leader Award for his 6.70 saves per game average — 
ranked 15th in Division III by the NCAA.

Dr. Steven Bayme ’67, director of the Contempo-
rary Jewish Life Department of the American Jewish 
Committee, served as Shavuot scholar-in-residence 
at Young Israel of Stamford, CT, where Rabbi Elly 
Krimsky ’86 is mara d’atra. Rabbi Krimsky spoke 
about long-time Maimonides teacher Mrs. Devorah 
Cohn, z”l, during his Yizkor message in shul. Mrs. Cohn, 
who passed away earlier this year at the age of 96, was 
the last surviving student of Sara Schenirer, founder of 
the Bais Yaakov movement. Elly’s wife Yocheved  is a 
Bais Yaakov graduate. Nate Japhet ’08, left, and Joey Blechner ‘09

Zehava Gale ’09 recently was promoted 

to the rank of segen (first lieutenant) in 

the Israeli Defense Forces.

She is flanked by Major Fadi Tariff, 

commander of the IDF Department of 

Education; and Lt. Col. Raz Karney, the 

commander of the Center of Educa-

tion and Teaching. Zehava serves as an 

officer in chel chinuch — the Education 

Corps — and supervises curriculum 

design, teacher training and mentoring.  

Her specific unit helps soldiers who 

dropped out of high school or could 

not pass their high school matriculation 

exams. The IDF assists these soldiers in 

completing the equivalent of a GED.
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Classmates Find Fulfillment — and Full Schedules — Teaching in Israel

Each winter, Maimonides School 
welcomes staff members from Israeli 
seminaries and yeshivot who meet with 
seniors interested in post-graduate 
learning experiences in Israel. For 
two of these recruiters, it’s an annual 
homecoming.

Bracha (Shapiro) Krohn ’94 is director 
of guidance at Midreshet Moriah in Jeru-
salem, supervising the dorm coun-
selors, housemother and students’ 
mentors. She teaches seven classes 
a week, and organizes all informal 
educational programming. She 
also teaches a weekly class for The 
Women’s Beit Midrash of Gush 
Etzion.

Her husband and Maimonides 
classmate, Rabbi Adi Krohn, 
teaches limudei kodesh at Yeshivat 
Yesodei HaTorah in Beit Shemesh. 
He has served as rosh kollel at 
Camp Stone in Pennsylvania for 
more than a decade. The Krohns 
made aliyah in 2008 and reside 
in Efrat with their three children, 
Asher, Liora and Yisrael. 

“Our household life is busy,” Adi 
acknowledged, “between our kids, 
work, and often hosting between 
five and eight of our students with 
us for Shabbatot, going on Shab-
batonim with them, night seder 
obligations. That being said, our 
kids are our top priority. We are lucky 
that our similar schedules allow us 
large breaks during the year and 
that allows for significant family time as 
well.”

 “My kids know that I love my job and 
that ultimately that’s a blessing. And 
we all love the long summer vacations,” 
Bracha added. “We enjoy having our 
students over and feel gratified that 
they enjoy coming to us and joining our 
family for Shabbat.  These are wonderful 
role models for our children. Liora, 
our 10-year- old, has all the sisters she 

always wished for — 60 new ones each 
year!”

 “We make sure to have ‘just-family’ 
Shabbatot when we schedule no 
students, so we can have just the five 
of us around the table,” Adi continued. 
“We also try and schedule in Shabbat 
meals with friends as well. Bracha and 
I do have a calendar, but not one that 

is so crazy — with one exception. We 
plan out Shabbatot months in advance 
— boy Shabbat, girl Shabbat, family 
Shabbat, etc. — so we can be sure to 
spend time together.”

 “Aliyah was not a lifelong dream for us, 
and we were quite fulfilled working in 
Fuchs Mizrachi School in Cleveland,” 
Adi acknowledged. He was chair of the 
Talmud Department and also served 
as the assistant rabbi at Beachwood 

Kehilla. “We were hoping that when 
we made aliyah, we would be able to 
find work that would be as enjoyable, 
rewarding and enriching as teaching 
in Fuchs Mizrachi had been for seven 
years,” Bracha added.

 Both have found that fulfillment. 
Midreshet Moriah “is a school whose 
philosophy I identify with completely 

and that has been an added 
blessing,” Bracha noted. “The 
Zionism, philosophy of education 
and approach to the seminary 
experience resonate with my own 
thoughts and beliefs.”

 “I love my job and enjoy every 
moment at the school. Teaching, 
mentoring and learning with these 
young women is so inspiring. 
Helping them view their lives with 
‘Torah glasses’ is extremely mean-
ingful and rewarding. And I enjoy 
being in touch with them after, as 
they marry, choose careers and 
even make aliyah. Transitioning 
from a student-teacher relation-
ship to a friendship is a wonderful 
experience.”

 Adi noted the benefits of 
“working with high school gradu-
ates who share a similar back-
ground to mine in an institution 
whose hashkafah really fits my 
own. I feel it is a plus to work with 
students this age, although having 
them leave after a year — two 
if we are lucky — makes it more 

difficult to see the fruits of our labor.”

“While working in a religious Zionist 
day school was a perfect fit for us, 
finding a yeshiva whose leadership 
(including Rabbi Scott Kahn ’88) 
understands, appreciates, and transmits 
the complexity and subtlety of religious 
life, following in the path of our revered 
Rav Soloveitchik zt”l, as well as HaRav 
Kook zt”l was not a given. I consider it a 

Adi and Bracha (Shapiro) Krohn 

continued on page 6
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real privilege (and comfort) that I can 
teach in such an environment.”

“I enjoy the mature, meaningful 
conversations I have with my students, 
watching them grow in their learning 
skills and in their dedication to their 
Judaism, but also in maturity during 
this crucial time in their lives,” Adi 
said. “Having students who are on the 
fence, so to speak, between childhood 
and adulthood presents its own chal-
lenges as well as its rewards.”

Adi earned his undergraduate degree 
in business and an M.A. in Jewish 
education at Yeshiva University, and 
semicha from Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary at YU. Bracha’s 
bachelor’s from Stern College is in 
Jewish Studies and English Literature, 
and she is completing requirements 
for an M.A. from the Revel School at 
YU.

The Krohns credit several of their 
Maimonides teachers with influ-
encing their direction and building 
their achievements. “The army-level 
tough grammar lessons that we had 
with Moshe Cohen-Skaly (z”l) have 
proven to be the best gift I could have 
received,” Bracha said. “He was our 
toughest Hebrew teacher, but the one 
who really taught us the language,” 
Adi agreed.

Michael Youmans, he said, was “my 
best teacher in terms of dedication 
to his students, his obvious love of 
being in the classroom, and his chal-

lenging us to just want to learn more, 
whatever the subject.” Bracha added 
that “from Mr. Youmans I learned the 
passion for learning and emphasis on 
the need for clear expression.”

Adi also mentioned Sharon Steiff, z”l, 
“who taught me how to write clearly”; 
Rabbi Mordechai Wecker, who “chal-
lenged us to delve deeper into the 
text of Gemara, reading ‘between the 
lines’;” and Hindy Najman, “who was 
the first to make the study of Tanach 
come alive for me.” Ms. Najman 
and Atarah Gale were “role models 
of women who loved to learn and 
enjoyed teaching and were great at 
it! What a gift for a young girl who 
hoped to be a teacher one day,” 
Bracha said.

The Krohns emphasized the roles 
of their families in their religious 
and professional development. “My 
father’s father was a significant lay 
leader in Detroit, while my mother’s 
father was a dynamic shul rav on 
Long Island,” Adi said. “Though I 
never had the opportunity to know 
either one, that legacy has certainly 
influenced me deeply. Of course, 
my own parents’ involvement with 
the community makes service to the 
Jewish community a given.”

Bracha’s father, Rabbi David Shapiro, 
was principal throughout her 14 
years at Maimonides (including pre-
kindergarten). “A master teacher and 
a role model for a Jew who constantly 

seeks growth and a deepening of a 
relationship with God, he has always 
propelled me forward,” she said. 
Bracha added that her parents’ arrival 
in Jerusalem in 2011 “has been the 
best surprise of our aliyah.”

“Since my father had to be there early 
I remember getting to school at 7:30 
and roaming around, so comfortably 
in those hallways,” Bracha reminisced. 
“I played ‘school’ with my younger 
brother Noam (’97) when we were 
little and made him worksheets, 
checking them with a red pen and 
putting stickers near his name when 
he deserved it.”

“Since my family is all in the States, 
we each get to visit with them several 
times a year when we go in for 
recruiting,” Adi noted. “I can stay in 
Teaneck for Shabbat and visit with all 
three of my siblings.” 

Summers are spent at Camp Stone, 
the Cleveland-based moshava in 
Sugar Grove, PA where Adi and Bracha 
have worked on the educational staff 
since 1996. “Our kids have literally 
grown up there, having spent every 
single summer of their lives in camp 
for at least one month. Its religious 
Zionist message and its sense of 
commitment to Am Yisrael is funda-
mental to who we have become as 
people and teachers,” Adi said. And 
it “allows summer visits to the states 
where, again, we can see family.”

Classmates Find Fulfillment — and Full Schedules — Teaching in Israel
continued from page 5


