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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Graduate Regards Her Work with Animals as a Quest for Information
Lisa analyzes biop-
sies primarily from 
companion animals, 
but also from farm 
animals, horses, and 
zoo animals. “Some 
days when I am 
on surgical biopsy 
duty it feels like all I 
diagnose is cancer. 
It can become a 
bit depressing, but 
I tell myself that I 
am giving owners 
answers,” she said. 
“Knowledge is 
power, and knowing 
what is going on 
with your pet is 
so much better 
than not knowing. 
Owners and veteri-
narians can’t make 
informed decision 
without knowing what they’re dealing 
with.”

She is called upon to conduct necrop-
sies by pet owners and veterinarians as 
well as farmers. “People want answers 
— an animal has a disease and they 
want to know the severity and extent. 
We get calls all the time from people 
who are curious about why their dog or 
cat was sick. We also are called upon to 
examine deceased farm animals from 
the Columbus area’s beef and dairy 
herds.”

“We also get a fairly steady supply from 
the zoo and from the Humane Society,” 

Lisa Berman-Booty ’00 wanted to 
be a veterinarian for as long as she 
can remember. As a Maimonides 
high school student, she recalled, 
“I loved science and medicine and I 
loved animals. It seemed like a perfect 
combination.”

 And that’s how it turned out — 
almost. Lisa is a veterinary anatomic 
pathologist completing a Ph.D. degree 
in the Department of Veterinary 
Biosciences at The Ohio State Univer-
sity College of Veterinary Medicine. 

An anatomic pathologist is a veteri-
narian who functions like an MD 
pathologist, with more than a dash 
of medical examiner thrown in, Lisa 
explained. That means primarily diag-
nosing surgical biopsy specimens and 
performing necropsies (autopsies). “I 
like to think of it as solving mysteries,” 
she said.

During her first-year anatomy class at 
the University of Pennsylvania School 
of Veterinary Medicine, Lisa said, “I 
realized I would enjoy this a lot more 
if I didn’t have to memorize all these 
little vessels and muscles. But it was 
so neat to open up an animal and see 
what’s going on.” Two years later, in an 
early surgical rotation, “I was staring 
into a dog’s abdomen. I had my hands 
in there and it hit me: I enjoy looking 
and enjoy solving the mysteries 
without having to put everything 
back in the right place and suture it up 
properly.” She found the solution by 
moving to pathology.

Lisa continued. “The zoo wants to know 
what diseases they’re seeing in captive 
species, and whether there are any 
trends. The Humane Society wants us to 
diagnose diseases in the shelter animals 
and to document cruelty cases. I dread 
those cases because I know there is 
someone out there doing horrible things. 
The results of the necropsy can help 
catch them.”

There are a lot of sad cases, she acknowl-
edged. “I feel like a big part of my 
job is answering the question: ‘What 
happened? My dog seemed fine; I turned 
around and he was dead.’ The ability to 
answer them really gives people closure. 

Drs. Lisa Berman-Booty ‘00  and Jordan Booty and their friends
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The spring issue of the Orthodox Union 
magazine Jewish Action is replete with 
references to Maimonides School’s 
volunteer effort last Nov. 11 in support 
of victims of Hurricane Sandy on Long 
Island.  This includes a mention in a 
column by OU Chair Steven Savitsky. Most 
detailed was a first-person account by 
Leah (Rosenfield) Lightman ’78, who 
hosted the busload of volunteers at her 
home in Lawrence, NY for dinner. Here is 
her account:

My alma mater, the Maimonides School 
in Brookline, MA, sent out an e-mail to 
all alumni that a busload of Maimonides 
high school students would be traveling 
to an area ravaged by Sandy to help with 
the storm cleanup. 

I called the school and offered to host the 
students for dinner. Even with a second 
loss of power that Erev Shabbos, I was 
nonetheless determined to feed these 
kids who cared enough to leave their 
comfortable homes and travel via bus 
over four hours each way to help storm 
victims in Long Beach. A call to Carlos & 

Gabby’s, a restaurant in Cedarhurst, and 
we were ready.

While the teens ate dinner in my home, I 
told them, “When you go away to college 
and go out into the ‘real’ world, you will 
be exposed to many challenges. Yet 
always remember today and that what 
you’ve done connects you to a mesorah 
that dates back to Har Sinai, which has 
continued, uninterrupted, despite count-
less vicissitudes. 

Take pride in being Jewish! Remember 
what we say every Shabbos at Minchah 
and in Mussaf on Yom Kippur: ‘Mi 
ke-amcha Yisrael?’ You are part of the 
Jewish brotherhood — whereby we all 
help each other and do for one another. 
The hallmark of a Jew is to always be 
involved in chesed and that’s what you’ve 
done today. Walk as proud Jews at all 
times.”

I think these kids saw that they are teth-
ered to something so beautiful and time-
less and so much greater than they ever 
realized.

A lot of times owners blame themselves. 
I can tell them, ‘This is what happened. 
You couldn’t have done anything’. Or, 
alternatively, ‘Here’s what happened and 
here’s how to prevent it from happening 
to your other pets’.”

Lisa and her husband, Dr. Jordan Booty, 
a radiologist, ended up at Ohio State 
because it was one of the few places 
where they could have simultaneous 
residencies. “I also really liked the fact 
that there was a combined program with 
a Ph.D. You need a Ph.D. to really have 

as many job opportunities as possible.”  
They plan to return to the Philadelphia 
area this summer — with their two dogs 
and two cats — after they complete their 
respective residency programs. “People 
who don’t have pets don’t understand 
the amount of pleasure and comfort 
pets give you,” said Lisa. “As a pet owner, 
I treat each case like I want one of my 
animals to be treated.”

“I feel like a big part of Jewish tradition 
is to search, ask questions and delve into 
things,” she remarked. “Look at all the 

poskim and their quest for answers and 
knowledge and debate.” As a patholo-
gist, she said, she also asks questions and 
searches for answers “Pathology is both 
an art and a science. It’s nice to have 
been raised in that environment.”

Alumna Shares Uplifting Message With Students

After Chesed Day on Post-Sandy Long Island

Graduate Regards Her Work with Animals as a Quest for Information

Michael Stern Cohen, left, and 2007 classmate Eli 

Hutton pose at center court at TD Garden before a 

recent  game. Michael says that as a Celtics season-

ticket holder he had access to the floor for one 

game and also met guard Jason Terry. 

continued from page 1
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Maimonides School Alumni, Here and There…
Matthew Levitt ’88, one of the coun-
try’s leading experts on terrorism, is 
the author of a new book. 

Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Leba-
non’s Party of God is described as the 
first thorough examination of Hezbol-
lah’s covert activities beyond Leba-
non’s borders, including its financial 
and logistical support networks and its 
criminal and terrorist operations.

Matt is a senior fellow and director of 
the Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy’s Stein Program on Counterter-
rorism and Intelligence. Previously, he 
served as the deputy assistant secre-
tary for intelligence and analysis at the 
U.S. Department of the Treasury, and as 
an FBI counterterrorism analyst.

The book is in production; copies may 
be pre-ordered  through the following 
link: press.georgetown.edu/book/
georgetown/hezbollah. (Use code TX22 
for a 30 percent discount.)

A 2003 Maimonides School graduate 
wrote the cover story in The New 
Republic March 26 issue, “The End of the 
Two-State Solution.”

Ben Birnbaum ’03, a Middle East 
studies graduate student at Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, is a former 
foreign affairs reporter for The Wash-
ington Times.

The article is a comprehensive seven- 
page analysis with interviews from 
various factions on both sides. “It took 
about four months of reporting,” Ben 
said, noting that his academic responsi-
bilities limited him to two or three days 
a week.

“I did most of my interviews in Jeru-
salem or Tel Aviv, spent a good amount 
of time in Ramallah and some in other 
West Bank cities, and spent a few days in 

Gaza City — accompanied most of the 
time,” he recounted.

“I did a lot of reading and research on 
my own time. I did all the interviews in 
English, though knowing Hebrew was, 
of course, helpful.”

A landmark commemoration of the 20th 
yahrzeit of Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveit-
chik, zt”l, spearheaded by Maimonides 
School alumni and friends, is scheduled 
for Wednesday evening, April 10, in 
Jerusalem.

Keynote speaker at the April 10 
commemoration will be Rabbi Soloveit-
chik’s grandson, Rabbi Mayer Lichten-
stein, whose topic will be “Implications 
of the Rav’s Worldview for Contempo-
rary Israeli Society.” The program will 
take place in Yeshurun Central Syna-
gogue on King George Street.

The impetus for the memorial program 
came from a successful Maimonides 
75th anniversary event in Jerusalem on 
Feb. 10 (described in last month’s Kol 
Bogrei Rambam).

Co-sponsors include AMIT, Emunah, 
World Mizrachi Movement, OU Israel 
Center, RCA, Yeshiva University in 
Israel, Yeshiva University Israel Alumni, 
Yeshurun Central Synagogue and 
Council of Young Israel Rabbis in Israel.

 

Adina Gerver ’97 helped organize a 
recent book sale that raised more than 
$2,400 to support the Jewish Commu-
nity Council of Washington Heights and 
Inwood.

According to the New York neighbor-
hood blog DNAInfo.com, members of 
five congregations across the Jewish 
spectrum donated thousands of 
books, which were sold for $1 to $5. 
As the sale approached, “I was getting 
phone calls and texts asking, ‘Can we 
get more books to you?’ ” said Adina, 
a member of the Washington Heights 
Congregation.

Proceeds from the sale, held at the 
Washington Heights shul on West 179th 
Street and Pinehurst Avenue, will help 
the JCC provide social assistance for 
Uptown residents, regardless of religion.

“We sold a few thousand books and 
had maybe 1,000 left over,” Adina said. 
“Towards the end of the sale, we sold 
plastic grocery bags of books for $5/bag 
and larger paper grocery bags for $10/
bag. More information is  available at 
books.bridgeshul.com (which I created, 
updated, and maintained all by myself).”

Adina said a volunteer delivered many 
of the leftover books to public schools, 
hospitals and geriatric centers.  “The 
Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty 
may be willing to take the rest of the 
books to distribute to people who 
need them, and the Jewish Community 
Council of the Rockaways is considering 
providing some of the sefarim to people 
who lost all of theirs during Sandy.” 

Matthew Levitt ‘88
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Dr. Chana Weiner ’00 recently was 
honored by Hyundai Motor Co. with a 
$75,000 award to Columbia University 
in support of her pediatric hema-
tology oncology research. 

The award was especially poignant for 
Chana and her family, as her father, Dr. 
Mark Weiner ’73, was diagnosed with 
brain cancer almost a year ago and is 
undergoing chemotherapy. 

For the past 15 years Hyundai Hope 
On Wheels has been making dona-
tions to hospitals across the country to 
help support training and/or research 
of childhood cancer specialists. 

The award recognizing Chana was 
one of the first presented by Hyundai 
in 2013 and was announced during 
recent ceremonies at the the recent 
New York International Auto Show at 
the Jacob Javits Center in Manhattan.

About 200 people, including Hyundai 
executives, Columbia physicians, and 
pediatric cancer patients and their 
families, watched a video interview 
on a giant screen in which Chana 
describes her research goals (www.
hyundaihopeonwheels.org/research-
grants/doctor-spotlights.html.

Last spring, Chana completed her 
pediatrics residency at Mount Sinai 
Hospital and began a fellowship in 
pediatric hematology/oncology at 
Columbia University Medical Center 
New York Presbyterian Hospital.

“This summer, I will be completing my 
first year — the intensive clinical year 
— and transitioning to my next two 
years of research,” she said. “While I 
will still see patients in clinic one day 
per week, I will be devoting most of 
my time to laboratory research.”

The grant, she continued, “will help 
fund my research, which will focus on 
studying epigenetic abnormalities 
in pediatric cancer cell lines and the 
effect of targeted therapeutic agents 
on these cells. The ultimate goal will 

be to transition these new agents to 
clinical trials.” 

Mark tells the story of his diagnosis 
and therapy — including a fund-
raising bicycle ride — in an interview 
published on the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Center website, “A neurologist sees 
the other side of brain cancer” (www.
dana-farber.org/Adult-Care/Treat-
ment-and-Support/Patient-Stories/
Neurologist-faces-the-other-side-of-
brain-cancer.aspx).

Fellowship Presentation a Proud and Poignant Moment for Weiner Family

Dr. Chana Weiner accepts a $75,000 award from Dave Cantin (center), a Hyundai dealer and Hope & 
Heroes Board member, and Ken Bloach of Hyundai’s corporate office. 
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