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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

Trio of 2009 Maimonides Graduates Personifies Israel Advocacy at Brandeis 

of people, celebrating a different side 
of Israeli culture.”

“We’re a cultural club. We’re not 
supposed to be a political club,” 
Pinchus said. “We try to stay away from 
the conflict. We try to bring a human 
face to Israel, to bring the glorious 
parts of Israel to the campus.”

BIPAC is the political arm, Michael said, 
with activities that include lobbying 
Massachusetts U.S. senators and letter-
writing and petitioning campaigns.

Michael participated in a CAMERA 
mission to Israel last June. As a CAMERA 
Fellow, he writes opinion pieces for 
the Brandeis newspaper and brings 
speakers and films to the campus. Last 
semester he arranged a talk by Nadav 
Weinberg, an American-born veteran of 
the Israel Defense Forces, who spoke to 
a large gathering about ethics in the IDF.

“Maimonides gave us tools to be leaders 
on campus, a drive and a passion to not 
be silent when it comes to community,” 
Pinchus declared. “And you can defi-
nitely see that in Maimonides gradu-
ates across the nation. They are really 
involved.”  Michael credited his family 
as well as his school. When he arrived at 
Brandeis, “I definitely was prepared” to 
be an advocate for Israel, he said. 

Avi is also New England campus coor-
dinator for Aish International’s Hasbara 
Fellowships. He leads “very intense” 
two-week seminars during winter and 
summer breaks in Israel on the State’s 
challenges and accomplishments for 
about 60 college students. “I actually 

When it comes to Israel advocacy, 
the Maimonides School Class of 2009 
has all the bases covered at Brandeis 
University.

Pinchus Polack and Avi Fuld are 
serving as president and vice presi-
dent, respectively, of the Brandeis 
University Zionist Alliance. Classmate 
Michael Kosowsky is treasurer of 
the Brandeis Israel Political Action 
Committee and campus fellow for the 
Committee for Accurate Middle East 
Reporting in America (CAMERA).

Pinchus and Avi describe the alliance 
as the “Israeli cultural group” on the 
Waltham campus. “We try to promote 
a positive image of Israel through 
culture,” Avi explained. 

And that led to a response to the 
so-called Israel Apartheid campaign in 
March. The alliance staged Israel Peace 
Week, part of a 75-campus nationwide 
campaign. “We try not to be respon-
sive on our campus. We try to have our 
own proactive messaging,” Avi said.

“We have been able to appeal to the 
non-Jewish community on campus,” 
Pinchus said, as Avi noted that the 
week’s series of events was co-spon-
sored by the college’s Democratic, 
Republican and Tea Party organiza-
tions. Features included a documen-
tary showcasing Israel’s economic, 
humanitarian and technological 
contributions to the world.  Other 
components ranged from an Israeli 
dinner to Zumba to “a ginormous Tel 
Aviv-style club attended by hundreds 

attended a fellowship in my freshman 
year and came back really active,” he 
said. Hasbara, Avi said, has a different 
agenda than Birthright, which he said is 
more about Jewish identity than Israel 
advocacy. 

Avi offered some thoughts on challenges 
high school students and their families 
can expect to face. “Parents should really 
make sure that kids are getting educated 
on Israel in some fashion,” he said. 
“That’s very useful and very important, 
whether you go to YU or Berkeley.” Every 
Maimonides graduate should find a way 
to be active and involved, he said. 

“Every campus is different, and there 
are different situations,” he continued. 
“Brandeis has an anti-Israel contingent, 
but we are in a really good place.” 
Michael noted that he has never been 
put in a position of having to defend any 
of his pro-Israel writing.

A “deep Zionism is embedded in the 
Maimonides culture,” Avi added. At 
Brandeis it burst forth.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Avi Fuld, left, and Pinchus Polack in Israel.
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Maimonides Years Were the Foundation for 2003 Alumna’s Career Direction

Recently, Ann Rose (Chefitz) Green-
berg ’03 attended the opening of 
a new library in a shelter for victims 
of domestic abuse, funded by her 
employer, Jewish Women Interna-
tional (JWI). “Watching the children 
who live in the shelter run into their 
new library and start pulling books 
off the shelves was amazing,” she 
recalled, adding, “Moments like those 
really drive home the impact of my 
work.”

Ann Rose has been marketing coordi-
nator in JWI’s Washington, DC head-
quarters since graduating from the 
University of Maryland in 2008. “JWI 
works to empower women and girls, 
building safe homes, healthy relation-
ships, and strong women,” Ann Rose 
said.

 “I hadn’t intended to combine my 
marketing and communication back-
ground with Jewish communal work, 
but once I was given the opportunity, 
I couldn’t imagine not doing it,” she 
said. “I’m lucky that I get to use the 
skills and career path that I started 

exploring in college while working 
to make a difference in the lives of 
Jewish women.”

The organization’s mission includes 
work to end domestic violence. 
“I’m often in the position where I’m 
hearing or reading personal stories 
from domestic violence survivors,” 
Ann Rose related. “Each one of these  
stories is both heartbreaking and 
inspiring. Hearing about what these 
women went through, what they 
were subjected to, the obstacles that 
prevented them from leaving, and 
how they eventually did manage to 
leave, really makes me want to do 
everything I can to break the cycle of 
abuse.”

 Ann Rose pointed out that JWI isn’t 
a “direct service organization. A lot 
of work we do is on violence preven-
tion, mostly through education and 
advocacy. It’s so important to raise 
awareness about domestic abuse, so 
that victims will feel that they can seek 
help, and the people they are seeking 
help from will know how to properly 
handle the situation.”

One of the agency’s roles is to train 
rabbis and cantors on the issue of 
domestic abuse. “Often, one of the 
first places that victims of abuse turn 
for help is to their clergy, so it’s imper-
ative that clergy members know how 
to respond appropriately,” she said. 

Each year JWI’s magazine, Jewish 
Woman, profiles 10 “Women to 
Watch,” Jewish women who have 
made an impact in their fields and 
serve as role models. Ann Rose 
spends months in contact with these 
honorees, preparing for a gala event. 
The gala includes a symposium with 
the honorees, “and it’s so inspiring to 
hear these women who have accom-
plished so much talk about how their 
Jewish foundations have guided them 
throughout their careers,” she said.

 “My entire Maimonides education set 
the foundation for me to do what I 
do,” Ann Rose observed. “I work for an 
organization that operates in both 
the Jewish and secular worlds while 
staying true to its Jewish identity. 
That’s a way of life that I learned at 
Maimonides. My Maimonides educa-
tion also taught me the importance 
of giving back, and people in need, 
so working for a Jewish non-profit 
seemed like a natural path,” she 
added.

 “Working in the marketing depart-
ment, especially in such a small orga-
nization, I get to work on everything. 
I work with everyone in the office 
and need to be aware of everything 
that is going on. I need to have the 
flexibility to switch quickly between 
tasks and juggle a lot of different proj-
ects at once,” Ann Rose said. “That’s 
something that Maimonides helped 
teach me too: Juggling that double 
curriculum sure was good practice for 
juggling multiple tasks at once!” 

Ann Rose (Chefitz) Greenberg

The Maimonides School Alumni 
Council Steering Committee has 
reviewed preliminary results of last 
fall’s alumni survey. The survey is part 
of the school’s long-range planning 
process, and one of the planning 
consultants provided some prelimi-
nary interpretation for the committee.

Remarkably, almost one-half of the 
alumni who received the survey by 
electronic mail responded. The ques-
tions explored areas ranging from 
preparation for college to current reli-
gious practices. There were scores of 
open-ended responses as well.

Stay tuned to view detailed results 
from the survey in an upcoming 
Maimonides alumni newsletter. 

Panel Reviews 
Survey Results
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Sarita (Grossman) Hacohen ’65 looks 
out her window for a close-up view of 
snow-covered Mount Hermon, near 
the banks of the Jordan River, thou-
sands of miles from the Dorchester of 
her childhood.

For more than 40 years Sarita has 
resided on Kibbutz Amir, a few kilo-
meters from Kiryat Shmona in the 
gorgeous Etzba HaGalil – the Finger 
of the Galilee. She has experienced 
dramatic changes, not only in the 
personality of her neighborhood 
but also in the kibbutz as an Israeli 
institution. 

 “There are very few places for people 
to work in this area. There are no facto-
ries or businesses,” she said. “We used 
to have a small airport, but it closed. 
And with gas prices so high, it’s crazy 
to commute more than 25 minutes.” 

But a lot of positives remain. “We still 
have beautiful holidays,” said Sarita, 
who is “semi-retired,” working from 
home as a translator and editor. “As I 
get older, I think the kibbutz today is 
a wonderful place for children and a 
great place to grow old.”

When she was growing up, “most 
of my parents’ money went to 
Maimonides,” she laughed. “I treasure 
my education -- there are things that 
I’ve never forgotten.”

Sarita graduated from Brandeis 
University in 1969, a tumultuous year 
of protest and change on campuses 
nationwide. She took a job in the 
library of MIT’s Sloan School, a vocation 
that became her career in Israel. She 
was considering a graduate program 
at UCLA, but Israel seemed an attrac-
tive alternative, at least for a year. “It 
seemed to me that the kibbutz was 
something very special to Israel, and it 
appealed to my desire for a more just 
society.”

 So in June 1970 Sarita approached the 
kibbutz aliyah desk in Boston. “I told 

the kibbutznik who 
ran the desk that  
I knew Hebrew, 
and he said, ‘Don’t 
go as a volunteer. 
Volunteers have 
a specific image 
that’s not very 
positive. If you 
want to be taken 
seriously, go as an 
ulpan student.’ 
It was excellent 
advice.” The 
assignment was to 
an advanced ulpan 
at Kibbutz Amir. 

“We studied 
Hebrew in the morning – I knew every-
thing he was teaching in the class,” 
she recounted. She also worked in the 
apple orchards, experienced kerosene-
heated showers that were known to 
explode, and overall was “entranced. I 
just thought it was the most amazing 
way of life possible. Everything was 
equal. No one had special privileges. 
Everyone had to go to work; you were 
judged by how well you worked. The 
children were raised together, in the 
hope of creating a new person. It 
was really Gan Eden. I thought it was 
wonderful.”

“I wrote recently to (teacher) Mr. 
(Jacob) Lamdan about how he gave 
me such a grounding in Hebrew,” she 
said. “When I came here I immediately 
felt at home. It was the most wonderful 
feeling. I could talk to people; I 
could listen to the radio, read the 
newspaper.” 

Sarita noted that, although the kibbutz 
was established by the socialist 
Hashomer Hatzair, “another thing 
that really surprised me was that the 
founders, who had ostensibly rejected 
away all their religion, remembered 
everything. They could quote a daf 
Gemara to me, and they were pleased 

to know that I had that background. It 
was lovely.”

So she remained at Kibbutz Amir, 
where she met her husband Amikam. 
They were married in June 1973, a 
few months before the Yom Kippur 
War. When their first child arrived, 
“we immediately took her to the baby 
house… I slept in the baby house. I 
was perfectly happy with that.” They 
brought up five children on Kibbutz 
Amir.

 Things, of course, are different today.

“The most important element of 
change was bringing children to sleep 
at home,” Sarita related. “As a big 
supporter of communal education, I 
gradually had become disillusioned 
with the ‘community’ in communal 
education.”

Israeli society, and with it kibbutz 
society,  was changing. “Instead of 
being homogeneous, with everyone 
looking out for the good of the 
community, people were more 
competitive. And this was happening 
on the kibbutz. It was expressed 
in everything -- in the way people 
behaved, in the hadar ochel.”

Amikam and Sarita (Grossman) Hacohen ‘65 and with their children and 
grandchildren

Graduate Reflects on Changing Times, Culture after Four Decades on Kibbutz

continued on page 4
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After the birth of her fourth child, Sarita 
and a few other rebels decided to move 
their kids home. “The problem was that 
we lived in tiny, tiny houses, 350 square 
feet with one bedroom. When my 
youngest child was born, we had kids 
on shelves. It was a little nutty.”

Kibbutz Amir faced financial challenges 
as well. “We had a wonderful factory for 
disposable diapers,” Sarita described. 
“At one time we were rich. Each kibbutz 
used to decide its own destiny. We built 
this gorgeous dining room, we spent 
and borrowed, and then the whole 
thing collapsed in the ‘80s. There was 
no credit, no money, and we ended up 
having the biggest debt of any of the 
kibbutzim. The bank took us over in 
2001, and we have slowly gotten back 
on our feet.”

“By that time we were really kind of 
disillusioned,” she continued. “People 
were coming to the kibbutz and staying 
for the wrong reasons. A lot of people 
were afraid to leave, afraid they couldn’t 
support themselves.”

These issues affected all the kibbutzim, 
with the possible exception of the 
kibbutz ha-dati, whose members were 
used to living more modestly and so 
were not overextended financially, she 
said.

“I look back with nostalgia to those days. 
It was an amazing, beautiful experi-
ment,” Sarita reflected. “But I think 
economics and sociology and politics 
were too strong - and maybe basic 
human psychology.” 

Sarita, who earned master’s degrees in 
library science and information science 

in Israel, was a head librarian at colleges 
in the Galil for almost 20 years.  Her 
husband was principal of the local high 
school and taught Arabic; these days 
he is in charge of the kibbutz infra-
structure, including water, roads and 
gardens. Their oldest son Eden lives 
on the kibbutz with his wife and two 
children. 

Security is always a consideration so 
close to the Lebanese border, but 
Sarita said current tensions are nothing 
compared to the shelling in the 1970s. 
“We didn’t even have a fence around 
the kibbutz,” she said. “Now every 
house has a security room.”

“There were times in the ‘70’s when I 
slept with my clothes on because of 
the Katyushas, so I could run to three 
different children’s houses to take 
my kids down to the shelters,” she 
recounted. “But I lived through that.”

Today “almost all of the founding gener-
ation has passed on,” Sarita said. “Half 
the population of the kibbutz consists 
of renters,  students from the nearby 
college, as well as a lot of families who 
are interested in having children in the 
educational system.  There are fewer 
points of meeting one another. We used 
to go to the laundry or to the dining 
room or to the children’s house, and we 
would see each other all the time. The 
only things left are the store and the 
mailboxes.”

Sarita Hacohen Reflects

The entrance to Kibbutz Amir

continued from page 3


