
�

 

 

KOL RAMBAM 

The radiance emanating from a hilltop 
south of Boston during the evening of 
March 13 reflected a resplendent celebra-
tion of a Maimonides School education.

More than 300 Maimonides seniors, par-
ents, teachers and administrators, gradu-
ates, friends and supporters convened in 
the banquet facilities at Granite Links Golf 
Course in Quincy for the school’s Annual 
Gala. The theme of the Gala was “com-
munity,” intended to reflect the school’s 
underlying commitment to service, 
responsibility and enlightenment.

This event, a tradition that began in 
the 1940s, was centered this year on 
Maimonides School students, past and 
present. From the introduction of the 
Class of 2011, senior by senior, to the art 
project in the lobby, the focus was on the 
school’s core mission.

GALA A RESPLENDENT CELEBRATION OF MAIMONIDES COMMUNITY 
Recognition was a highlight of the Gala, 
as the school honored Rabbi David 
Ehrenkranz and Robert A. Wolff with 
Pillar of Maimonides Awards, emblematic 
of exemplary service to Jewish education.

Rabbi Ehrenkranz, a respected and 
beloved Judaic studies teacher, is also 
coach of the girls’ softball team and a 
teacher in Hebrew College’s Prozdor 
supplemental school. In his acceptance 
remarks, he noted, “I have come to realize 
that this is an unusual community in the 
sense that there is serious thought given 
to how to nurture, not only the minds 
of the students, but also their souls.” He 
observed that “the unifying feature of 
all the teachers was—and is—the idea 
of helping each student contemplate his 
or her own role in this world through the 
thorough examination of ideas, concepts 
and actions.” 

Mr. Wolff, a 1959 graduate who has served 
on the school’s Tuition Committee for 
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RABBIS SHAPIRO, BLOOMBERG TO RETIRE
thank the retirees, and for guests to speak 
personally to them.

Rabbi Shapiro was a Harvard gradu-
ate student learning with Rabbi Dr. 
Yitzhak Twersky, zt”l, when he joined the 
Maimonides School faculty in 1970 as a 
limudei kodesh teacher. He was named 
associate principal in 1974 and four 
years later succeeded Rabbi M.J. Cohn, 
z”l, as principal. He “retired” in 1999, 
but remained in the classroom, teaching 
Talmud and Tanakh.

The Maimonides School Community will 
say farewell to two esteemed teachers with 
more than 65 combined years of service to 
the school at a special reception and pro-
gram on Tuesday evening, May 10.

Rabbi Dovid Shapiro, rosh yeshiva and 
past principal, and Rabbi Jon Bloomberg, 
Upper School Judaic studies teacher, are 
both retiring at the end of the academic 
year. Each is planning to make aliyah, join-
ing children and grandchildren in Israel.

The May 10 event will be an opportunity 
for the school community to formally Continued on page 5

more than two decades, told the assem-
bly that although scholarship awards are 
confidential, Maimonides is “a school 
where the majority of every past, current 
and future student will need some form 
of financial support. My parents never 
forgot and none of us should forget what 
Maimonides has done for us.”

2011 Pillar of Maimonides recipient Bobby 
Wolff ’59 (right), with son Joshua ’89
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Two months remain in Maimonides 
School’s 2011 Annual Campaign. But it 
has already been a memorable fundrais-
ing effort, not only because of gratifying 
results but also due to several new initia-
tives that should help guarantee current 
and future success.

The goal of $1.7 million is within reach, 
based on gifts and pledges received so 
far, said Dina Adelsky ’02, the school’s 
development officer. The campaign will 
continue through June 30, the close of 
the school’s fiscal year.

“Initiatives that we have launched this 
year include the involvement of the par-
ent body, by helping with the solicita-
tions, attending training sessions, and 
showing their support by contributing 
to the campaign,” said Mrs. Adelsky. 

“This campaign has been a wonderful 
way for all parents to become part of the 
community of support for Maimonides, 
regardless of their financial means,” 
noted Shari Kleiner, co-chair of the par-
ent effort. “We hope to connect with 
each Maimonides family during the 
course of the campaign, and we hope 
to expand the effort so that more vol-
unteers become part of the process in 
future years.”  

Ms. Kleiner noted that an important 
byproduct of her team’s efforts to con-
tact all prospects has been “talking with 
parents and hearing their comments 
and feedback.” By making a financial 
commitment, she noted, parents “give 
substance to the message that each fam-
ily is an integral part of the Maimonides 
community of supporters.”

The Alumni Office also became involved, 
as three graduates accepted the new 
position of class agent. Each is responsi-
ble for outreach to his or her entire class, 
and follow-up connection to classmates 
with giving capacity and history.

The three classes are serving as a pilot 
for the new system, and a successful out-
come is expected to result in expansion 
of the class agent system. 

The cast of the 2011 Upper School Play, Awkward, written and directed by Naftali 
Ehrenkranz ’12: front, from left: Yardenna Milgram, Goldie Wolfson, Eliana 

Ramelson, Zack Strunin, Eitan Kahn and Eugene Foygelman; rear, from left: Jared 
Kraay, Beatrice Puzikov, Annie Davis, Naftali Ehrenkranz, Etai Shuchatowitz, 

Yoseph Ehrenkranz and Laivi Salvaggio.

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
BREAKING NEW 
GROUND

Gala Celebrates Community
Continued from page 1

The three seniors who serve as presi-
dents of the Student Council spoke con-
secutively about the theme. Betzalel 
Kosowsky-Sachs pointed out that 
“the mitzvot of Purim literally bring the 
Jewish community together…. This 
theme behind the mitzvot of Purim is 
truly reflected in the student experience 
at Maimonides.”

Batya Franklin talked about the cen-
tral role of the faculty. “At Maimonides, 
the relationships between students and 
teachers are unlike those at any other 
school I know. As funny as it sounds, 
our teachers are our friends. They know 
more about us than our skill levels in 
their classes. They genuinely care about 
helping us accomplish our goals, both in 
and out of school.” 

Elan Baskir’s focus was on chesed as 
part of the school’s culture. “This com-
munity has been so generous in all the 
chesed projects I have undertaken in 
my Maimo career,” he said. “Maimonides 
encourages chesed for everyone.”

Following the seniors, seven Maimonides 
graduates described their community-
centered professional and charitable 
activities and how the school influ-

enced their choices. Speakers were Dani 
Baronofsky ’04, who teaches emer-
gency medical skills; Rebecca Jacobs ’74 
on serving as a Jewish Big Sister; Tova 
Katz ’01, who worked for several years 
with the Foundation for Jewish Camps; 
Sarah (Lamport) Lee ’03, who is a social 
worker for the deaf; Melody Michaelson 
’07 on presenting music to the elderly; 
Ezra Waxman ’06, one of three U.S. del-
egates to an international peace confer-
ence; and David Zizmor ’99, a life-saving 
stem cell donor.

Also on the Gala itinerary were two selec-
tions by the Elementary School Choir, 
including the school song that was writ-
ten by an English teacher during the 
1950s.  

Student Council co-
presidents Betzalel 

Kosowsky-Sachs, 
Elan Baskir, and 

Batya Franklin



One of the few Maimonides School alumni 
who has lived in an Arab state does not 
regard recent popular uprisings in the 
Middle East as serious threats to Israel’s 
survival.

“Obviously the political shake-up of any 
country near Israel is cause for concern. 
And it is certainly possible that Arab politi-
cal systems in Egypt or elsewhere that are 
more democratic will reflect popular Arab 
feelings of solidarity with the Palestinians,” 
said Dr. David Mednicoff ’77, a professor of Public Policy and 
Acting Director of the Social Thought and Political Economy 
Program the University of Massachusetts–Amherst.

“This said, pragmatically, Arab states have neither the military 
capacity for, nor interest in, direct conflict with Israel,” he added. 
“Thus, even if no solution to the Palestinian problem occurs, a cold 
peace is the likeliest negative scenario.”

Prof. Mednicoff was a Fulbright Senior Scholar in law in Qatar in 
2006-2007, and taught legal and political philosophy at Qatar 
University. He is an assistant professor of public policy at UMass, 
with areas of expertise that include Middle Eastern law and politics, 
international law, human rights, globalization studies and compara-
tive public policy. 

In addition to his time in Qatar (which he said he found challenging 
in terms of finding Jewish community), Prof. Mednicoff has spent 
significant time in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and Morocco, where 
he was an active member of the Jewish community in Rabat

Although the specific timing of the recent uprisings was not pre-
dictable, he said, “those of us who study these systems in depth 
were well aware of the pent-up political grievances and economic 
frustrations that many Arab citizens felt. The Arab world’s particular 
political history of cross-national influence and regional ideology 
ensured that successful reformist activism in one country could 
serve as a model in another one.”

The uprisings suggest that “there is real heterogeneity among the 
Arab populations, and that even Islamist politics can take diverse 
forms,” he continued. “It certainly was true that the mass waves 
of protests in Tunisia and Egypt were cast mostly in terms of non-
religious language, and included diverse Muslim and non-Muslim 
activists with varying levels of religious practice.”

“At the same time, political movements organized around Islamist 
ideas or goals, like the Muslim Brotherhood, generally have enjoyed 
more space to organize and more popular support in overthrown, 
repressive secular regimes like those in the Egypt and Tunisia.”

Recent events suggest that Arab government efforts to repress 
political Islam don’t work in the long run, he noted, while govern-
ments with Islamist influences, like Indonesia, Morocco and Turkey, 
can have pragmatic foreign policies.

“Given all of this,” he observed, “the best posture for outsiders 
would seem to be to avoid jumping to simple conclusions about 
Islamic politics and to hope that the well-educated, non-dogmatic, 

ALUMNUS DOES NOT SEE UPRISINGS AS MORTAL THREAT TO ISRAEL
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Mazal tov to…
Ethel Chaya (Leder) ’66 and Feiwel Igel on the engagement of their son, David 
Joseph, to Gitty Zafir. 
David ’69 and Joan Solomont on the birth of three grandchildren: Noah Joseph, 
son of Elizabeth (EB) (Solomont) ’97 and Philip Levy, and Emma Rose and Andrew 
Mark, twin children of Pamela (Solomont) and Aaron Lauchmeier.
Jay Solomont ’74 and Debra Weiner ’74 on the birth of their grandson, Akiva Avraham.
Michael ’79 and Naomi Teplow on the birth of their granddaughter. 
Mark ’92 and Heidi Bogdansky on the birth of their son, Ryan Jonas.
Henni and Rabbi Yochanon Stein ’94 on the birth of their son, Ahron.
Brocha (Ginis) ‘94 and Dr. Rael Strous on the birth of their daughter, Lielle Sarah.
Benjamin Tauber ’94 and Sara Lichtenfeld on their marriage.
Ben Flusberg ’95 and Keren Fisher on the birth of their son, Nadav Leo.
Rabbi Yehuda ’95 and Lisa Septimus on the birth of their daughter, Gila Yael.
Azadeh Refah ‘96 on her marriage to Ezra Frazer.
Ari ‘96 and Adina Shrage on the birth of their son, Noam Gidon.
Jonathan ‘96 and Shira Spielman on the birth of their son, Noam Yitzchak.
Sara Henna (Polen) ’97 and David Dahan on the birth of their daughter, Netta 
Shalva Ma’ayan.
Dr. Tara (Tatelman) ’97 and Ashky Hedvat on the birth of their daughter, Hanna. 
Grandmother is Hadassah (Shonfeld) Tatelman ’67. Great-grandfather is Rabbi 
Abraham Shonfeld, long-time Maimonides limudei kodesh teacher.
Ezra Feldman ’98 on his engagement to Laura Martin.
Jonathan ’99 and Miriam (Stramer) Marcus ’99 on the birth of their daughter, Maya. 
Aron Skversky ’00 and Tamara Fine on the birth of their son, Nitzan Itiel.
Gabi ‘00 and Yael Spiewak on the birth of their twins, Esther Chaya and Ezra Amihud.
Rachel (Roth) ’01 and Avi Jacobson on the birth of their son, Samuel Martin.
Jennifer (Pick) ‘01 and Dr. Samuel Sultan on the birth of their daughter, Eliana Orly.
Adam Dalezman ’02 on his marriage to Ariana Sufian. 
Dina Freedman ’02 on her engagement to David Sichel.
Esther (Vishniavsky) ’02 and Doniel Millman on the birth of their son, Yosef.
Ilan Mizrahi ’03 on his marriage to Donna Ackerman.
Sarah Wecker ’04 on her marriage to Mark Sobel.
Yitzi Zisblatt ’05 on his engagement to Gabi Binstock.
Josh Gendelman ’05 on his marriage to Hannah Rosenthal.
Elli Gerber ’05 and Shifra Baronofsky ’06 on their engagement.
Elana Roth ‘05 on her marriage to Yochai Kachzor.
Yakov Salzberg ’06 on his engagement to Jennifer Robbins.
Tamar (Kram) ’06 and Ephraim Shafner ’06 on the birth of their daughter, Ayelet Orit. 
Shoshana Blechner ’07 on her engagement to Aryeh Wasserman.
Shuli (Gertel) ‘07 and Rabbi Avi Bossewitch on the birth of twin sons, Avraham 
Simcha and Moshe Yosef. Grandmother is Reva (Levovitz) Gertel ‘68.
Effie Mandel ’08 and Yael Refah ’08 on their engagement.
Atara Michal (Lauren) (Simkovitz) ’08 and Jonathan Kreindler on their marriage.
Davida Wolfson ’08 on her engagement to Shimon Fried.

Condolences to…
Bill ’84 and Gordon Haas ’87 on the loss of their beloved father, Ernest Haas, z”l.
Hannah (Sonn) Stefansky ’53, Ruth (Sonn) Stefansky ’57 and Miriam (Sonn) 
Heinemann ‘59 on the loss of their beloved sister, Hedy Jacobovits, z”l.
Avrom Okon ’91 on the loss of his beloved father, Paul Okon z”l.

Continued on page 6

Dr. David 
Mednicoff ’77
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MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENT ENCOURAGES PARENT-STUDENT LEARNING 
“At this age, it can be challenging to create 
the right structure for students and their 
parents to learn together,” he continued. 
“As a result of great planning for more 
than a year, a structure was created in 
which parents and their children could talk 
about what it means to be a slave.”

The unit was part of a comprehensive 
program developed for Birkat Avraham 
by the Halacha Education Center—led 
by Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon, the Rav of Alon 
Shvut, Israel, and teacher at Yeshivat Har 
Etzion and Midreshet Migdal Oz—with 
input from Rabbi Bossewitch. “We take 
the information from Israel and bring it 
to life, to meet the culture of our school 
and our student and parent body,” Rabbi 
Bossewitch said.

One goal of the March 31 event was “to 
gain a deeper understanding of what 
makes a seder unique,” Rabbi Bossewitch 
said. Although the Exodus is referenced 
every night, through Kriat Shema, at the 
seder it becomes “a conversation across 

the generations, requiring participants to 
travel in time. It’s a beautiful image.” 

The program also presented approaches 
to understanding different aspects of slav-
ery. Participants explored the concept that 
“sometimes people who happen to be 
slaves can still be free,” and vice versa, 
Rabbi Bossewitch said.

The core learning of the evening was 
mediated discussion within each family 
engendered by four film clips prepared 
in Hebrew by the HEC team in Israel. 
Each segment presented issues regard-
ing Jewish identity in history, including a 
father and son arguing about whether to 
take part in the Exodus from Egypt, two 
brothers in Rome debating whether to fol-
low the Jewish rebellion, and a philosophi-
cal exchange set during the Holocaust.

After each film, “parents and children had 
the opportunity to reflect and answer 
questions. It was active and experiential 
learning and a model of chavruta,” Rabbi 
Bossewitch said. The materials “could 
stimulate really interesting conversations 
at any age level.”

There were other special features as well. 
As each family arrived, it received a bag 
with a blindfold and several items. Parents 
placed the blindfold on their child, who 
was then asked to identify the objects. “By 
having their sense of eyesight impaired, 
the students experienced a sense of slav-
ery and fully appreciated the inability to 
see things for what they really are,” Rabbi 
Bossewitch explained. 

Also, each family received a unique 
Haggadah published for this occasion 
with questions and commentary, expand-
ing on the theme of the evening. 

Isaac Blank and his father Uri, left, and 
Shlomo Sokolinski and his father Ilia 

engage in study during the Birkat Avraham 
program. The boys are in seventh grade.

How does one define “freedom?” For Rabbi 
Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l, founder of 
Maimonides School, freedom presents the 
opportunity to perform chesed for others. 
Indeed, the seder night is the symbol of 
the birth of a chesed community.

That was one of the important lessons 
derived from “Slavery and Freedom: More 
Than Meets the Eye,” an ambitious learn-
ing experience and dinner for Maimonides 
School seventh and eighth graders and 
their parents on March 31. 

The event was sponsored by Birkat 
Avraham, an independent endowment 
(see related story, facing page) established 
in memory of Abraham Levovitz, z”l, 
Maimonides president emeritus.

Eighty of the 95 families in seventh and 
eighth grades were represented, and “a 
highlight for me was looking around the 
room and seeing parents and their chil-
dren learning together in such an engag-
ing way,” said Rabbi Avi Bossewitch, 
Middle School director.

Westernized Muslims that started the 
uprisings in the name of democratic ide-
als can continue to exert their influence 
within the highly diverse religious tradi-
tion that is Islam.”

Prof. Mednicoff commented that the 
changes taking place throughout the 

region present an opportunity for the 
United States, which should “approach 
events with flexibility and on a country-
by-country basis.”

“Arab governments have different levels 
of domestic support, uses of coercion, 
internal diversity and regional influence, 
all of which matter for shaping a response 
in Washington,” he continued. “This said, 

experts in the region believe rather gen-
erally that supporting responsible Arab 
democratic reform is the appropriate 
default assumption these days.”

After graduating from Maimonides, 
Prof. Mednicoff earned his undergrad-
uate degree at Princeton University 
and his A.M., J.D. and Ph.D. at Harvard  
University. 

Mednicoff
Continued from page 3
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Creative and inspiring enrichment opportu-
nities for students and parents to experience 
Halacha are enhancing the Maimonides 
Middle School learning experience.

The events are underwritten and pro-
duced by Birkat Avraham, a unique pro-
gram that honors the legacy of Abraham 
Levovitz, z”l, Maimonides School presi-
dent emeritus.

Mr. Levovitz, who served as Maimonides 
president for 25 years, dedicated much of 
his life to preserving and supporting the 
Torah values and educational ideals of 
the school’s founder, Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik, zt”l. He integrated his devo-
tion to the Rav with a fervent dedication 
to the mission of Maimonides School. 

“My father always was involved with 
learning,” said Reva (Levovitz) Gertel 
’68, originator and underwriter of Birkat 
Avraham. “I thought it would be interest-
ing to try to create something that would 
be a living legacy to him, for Maimonides 
and for other Orthodox institutions 
around the world.” She added, “He wasn’t 
the kind of person who wanted buildings 
named for him.” 

Mrs. Gertel developed the idea with 
her son-in-law, Rabbi Avi Bossewitch, 
Maimonides Middle School director, as 
well as with former Middle and Upper 
School Principal Rabbi Yair Altshuler and 
his wife, Dr. Tehilla Altshuler, an accom-

plished educator. They emerged with the 
concept of a special in-school curriculum 
of special events connected to Halacha, 
events that provides an opportunity for 
parents to learn with their children.

“Because my father was such a fervent dis-
ciple of the Rav and his teachings, I wanted 
to center it around living Halacha, with a 
practical application,” she continued.

She contacted teacher Rabbi Yosef Zvi 
Rimon, a close friend of her son Elie 
Gertel ’91 in the community of Alon 
Shvut. “I knew he was involved in writ-
ing innovative curricula,” she said. Her 
charge was “to come up with certain 
Halachot that could be presented hands-
on in an event, like structured learning.” 
She emphasized that the package must 
include a food component.

Preparations in Israel involved a team 
of educators, designers and translators, 
while on the Maimonides end, Rabbi 
Bossewitch worked with Maimonides 
limudei kodesh teachers Miriam Schechter 
and Aliza Baronofsky. Besides Mrs. Gertel, 
two other alumni are involved in presen-
tation of Birkat Avraham activities: event 
planner Amy (Kahn) Goldman ’90 and 
graphic designer Jon Lopkin ’00.

The theme of last year’s initial event was 
kashrut. Mrs. Gertel said it is hoped the 
program will eventually sponsor two 
events each school year. 

SCHOOL PRESIDENT’S LEGACY: ENRICHMENT Shapiro, Bloomberg to Retire
Continued from page 1

Jenna Adler, left, chesed 
coordinator for the Elementary 

School, poses with Sara Hefez 
of the Jewish National Fund and 

second graders (from left) Avishai 
Jeselsohn, Jesse Spear and Chaya 

Beker following a celebratory 
conclusion to the Elementary 

School’s fundraising campaign in 
response to devastating wildfires 

in and around Haifa. The students 
collected $3,556.18—almost half 

of which was raised by Grade 2.  

The initial fundraising goal was to 
raise enough money to purchase 

one firefighter’s helmet for Haifa. 
Ultimately, the project raised 

enough to buy five helmets, a 
hose nozzle, and three new trees!

In the spring of 2006, the School 
Committee appointed Rabbi Shapiro the 
first rosh yeshiva for Maimonides. The 
position was designed to ensure that 
the activities of the school always are 
pursued within the framework of the 
hashkafah of the school’s founder, Rabbi 
Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l. Rabbi 
Shapiro also coordinates post-graduate 
Israel studies for Maimonides students.

Rabbi Shapiro and his wife Miriam plan 
to join three of their children in Israel. 
Dr. Jennie Goldstein ’91, Bracha Krohn 
’94 and Rabbi Noam Shapiro ’97 all 
reside in the Efrat area with their families. 
(Rabbi Avner Shapiro ’88 and his family 
live in Los Angeles.)

A member of the faculty since 1985, Rabbi 
Bloomberg has taught Talmud, Tanakh 
and Jewish history. He has coordinated 
the Upper School Judaic studies curricu-
lum and also has served as a guidance 
counselor. He wrote two textbooks for 
high school history classes, and organized 
the school’s participation in exchanges 
with partner institutions in Haifa. 

Rabbi Bloomberg received the Bureau of 
Jewish Education Keter Torah Award in 
June 2005. He and his wife Miriam will be 
joining their three children in Israel. Adina 
’93 and Zehava ’04 already have made 
aliyah, and Mordechai ’98 and his family 
are planning an imminent move. 
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“I love sports and games and students. I 
love to be active. And I love the look of 
joy on a kid’s face when you teach him or 
her how to hit a Wiffle Ball, or to move like 
a jumping kangaroo. The students have 
shown me some wonderful versions of 
their ‘kangaroos’ over the years.” 

That philosophy has guided Deb Caban 
through the unique challenges of teach-
ing physical education at Maimonides 
School for almost 19 years. Always upbeat 
and motivational, she hasn’t lost a step.

Mrs. Caban began as a half-time physi-
cal education teacher in 1993. Her 
responsibilities have expanded to all of 
Kindergarten and Grades 1 and 2 and all 
of the girls in Grades 6-12. She noted that 
she is one of the few teachers who see 
students at the beginning and the end of 
their Maimonides careers: “I get to see the 
students develop and mature through 
the years, and it’s really rewarding.”

After graduating from Waltham High 
School, Mrs. Caban earned her bache-
lor’s degree at Springfield College and 
her master’s in education at University 
of Massachusetts, Lowell. She taught at 
colleges in Pittsburgh and coached bas-
ketball, softball and club soccer and ran 
the intramural sports program at Regis 
College in Weston. 

Maimonides students present some 
special circumstances—and rewards. 
Released from their demanding aca-
demic schedule for physical education, 
the students “are really ready to let some 
steam off and move around,” Mrs. Caban 
said. Upper School students have phys ed 

MRS. CABAN PREACHES JOY IN MOVEMENT 
scheduled one period a 
week and Middle School 
twice a week, and for 
some “this is the only 
time they get some phys-
ical activity.” These days, 
however, more students 
are involved with youth 
sports in their communi-
ties, Mrs. Caban noted.

Throughout her Maimonides career, Mrs. 
Caban has worked with Ernie D’Agnelli, 
phys ed teacher at the school since 1977. 
Although they don’t teach together, 
Mr. D’Agnelli “certainly has mentored 
me and explained his philosophy and 
structure. We talk a lot about sports-
manship—to compete to your best, to 
handle winning and losing, and to enjoy 
the competition.”

Outside of school, Mrs. Caban also exem-
plifies an active lifestyle. She rides a bicy-
cle and paddles a kayak and plays tennis 
seriously (her team qualified for the U.S. 
Tennis Association nationals last fall). 
For more than 20 years she and other 
members of her women’s hiking group 
have tackled some of New England’s 
largest mountains, including Katahdin, 
Mansfield and Washington. “Activity—
it’s what I do,” she laughed. She and her 
husband John are the parents of adult 
twin daughters who excelled in track and 
field in high school and college.

“The main thing,” she declared, “is for the 
students to enjoy phys ed, to find delight 
in being able to move in different ways, 
and to feel confident.” 

The Brener Building lunch room and Saval 
Auditorium hosted an array of displays 
and demonstrations on March 29, as stu-
dents in Grades 3-7 took part in Science 
Fairs. All students prepared projects 
based on the theme of “experiments.”

“The science fair was valuable because 
you could tell the students actually did 
the work themselves. They knew their 
topics well and were excited to pres-
ent their data and conclusions to their 
peers, parents and teachers,” said Katie 
Muratore, science teacher for students 
in Grades 3-6 and coordinator of the 
Science Fairs. She cited the range of proj-
ects undertaken by students. 

“The highlights for the elementary school 
were hearing students talk about the sci-
entific method,” she continued. “I have 
seen the students throughout the whole 
process working and putting everything 
together, but to see their final product 
and hear third graders talk with such 
sophistication about their hypothesis 
and whether it was accepted or rejected 
in the end—that was just amazing.” 

Middle School science teacher Ken 
Rosenstein agreed that “the importance 
of this project in seventh grade is that my 
students develop an appreciation for and a 
comfort level using the scientific method.” 

He elaborated on the steps experienced. 
“Practice narrowing a broad subject area 
interest into a single question, devel-
oping a formal hypothesis that can be 
tested, then developing an experiment 
that tests that hypothesis. Last, to under-
stand that data frequently do not support 
the original hypothesis, and that is not to 
be interpreted as a failure. The data may 
require a revision of the hypothesis and 
not the other way around.”

The Science Fairs comprised a smorgas-
bord of issues and undertakings, with 
students exploring and deducing the 
best soil to grow plants, the variables 
that affect the flight of a softball, the 
most effective way to wash hands, and 
much more. 

“Science Fair is another opportunity for 
students to see science goes beyond 
the classroom, that science relates to 
life,” added Nate Berman of the Middle 
School faculty. “The Science Fair is also 

a place where students can merge their 
interests with learning. The projects were 
student driven, from synthesis of a topic 
through experimentation and analysis of 
that data. The wealth of topics and depth 
of knowledge the students conveyed 
demonstrated their talents and abilities.”

Ms. Muratore pointed out another high-
light: “having second graders visiting the 
science fair come up to me and tell me they 
are excited for next year and already have 
science fair ideas. That is just inspiring.” 

SCIENCE FAIRS A SMORGASBORD OF Topics and EXPERIMENTS

Mrs. Caban 

Fifth-graders Sapir Trabelsi (left) 
and Sivan Ben David present their 

science fair project.
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ART PROJECT: WHOLE GREATER THAN SUM OF PARTS

a three dimensional box. The diamonds also 
create a pinwheel design. Tessellations are 
both an art and a math concept.”

Students, teachers and parents dropped 
off decorated diamonds at the school. 
Grandparents and graduates sent them by 
mail. Art students supplemented the inven-
tory with designs of their own. Then the art 
teachers teamed up with Erica Schultz, direc-
tor of communications, to assemble the 400 
shapes into two murals.

The finished design bears scrutiny, for the viewer 
will discover colors, designs, cartoons, photo-
graphs, and ornate names. Eleanore (Stern) 
Weiner, who graduated in 1958, inscribed her 
diamond with her name and the declaration, 
“I survived being the only girl in the eighth 
grade.” Someone else drew the three Hebrew 
letters spelling chesed as toy blocks, with the 
caption, “Building blocks of Judaism.”

Sports were a popular decorative theme. So 
was Maimonides School. A few artists added 
three-dimensional work, consisting mostly of 
animals but also including a tiny easel and pad, 
on which was written “Art Is Fun at Maimo.”

“I think it turned out beautifully,” Ms. 
McDonnell said. “We had the variety to allow 
us to piece it together into something nice. It 
will be a nice memory—a window into 2011 
at Maimonides.”

“I feel that this display acknowledges the 
effort that we have put into the art program,” 
Ms. Moore declared. “My hope is that the art 
program will continue to expand into all the 
grades in the school.” 

Scintillating.

That’s an apt adjective to describe the commu-
nity art project that enhanced the Maimonides 
Gala and now decorates the lobby of the 
Elementary School.

The two five-foot-by-four-foot designs are 
symmetrical yet original, brilliant yet subdued, 
light-hearted and profound. In short, the proj-
ect represents the unity and diversity of the 
Maimonides School community—which is 
what it was intended to do.

The enterprise began when the Development 
Office asked the art teachers to come up 
with a project that could involve members of 
the entire school family, including those who 
reside out of the area. The result would be 
presented at the March 13 Gala, to emphasize 
the theme of “community.”

Middle and Upper School art teacher Susana 
McDonnell said she immediately thought of 
the expression “many hands make light work,” 
or “everybody does a piece to make something 
greater.”

She talked with Anne-Marie Moore, the 
Elementary School art teacher, and they came 
up with “tessellations,” small interlocking dia-
mond-shaped panels, each featuring a per-
sonal message, that when fitted together cre-
ate other designs. 

“I have done tessellations with my classes,” 
Ms. Moore said. “A tessellation is a design that 
is formed by repeating a shape and another 
design would appear. The diamonds create 

Kindergarteners Benjamin Zilber and Abigail 
Kutin admire the Maimonides community 

art project, on display near their classroom.
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Seven Upper School students spent two weeks in the Ukraine, where they were 
part of an international delegation serving in Dnepropetrovsk. The seven were 
selected for Combined Jewish Philanthropies’ Havaya program, and joined 
other young volunteers from Israel and the Ukraine at a camp for children ages 
6-12 in the community’s Jewish day school. Sophomores Elisha Galler, Rachel 
Blazkowsky, Tara Hanau, Ariana  Turk, Hannah Ephraim and Avi Wechsler 
and junior Elisheva Spellman prepared for the mission with eight other area 
participants, under the leadership of Rabbi Seth Braunstein of Hebrew College. 
The intense seven-week preparation process included learning about Ukrainian 
culture and language and preparing lesson plans for use in the classrooms. The 
Maimonides students agreed that it was a remarkable experience, particularly the 
enthusiasm of the young Ukrainian campers.

Grade 7 student Shaya Sosis received a Gold Key, 
the highest regional recognition, from The Boston 
Globe Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. He submit-
ted a drawing titled “White Waterfall.”  Students who 
achieve a Gold Key are eligible to forward their sub-
mission for national judging.

Mrs. Lucille Cline, whose family connection 
to Maimonides encompasses almost the entire 
history of the school, died on April 11. Mrs. 
Cline’s father-in-law, Hyman E. Cline, was the 
school’s president in the early 1940s, and her 
husband Penneth, who died in 1975, was vice 
president for several years. Mrs. Cline started 
and sustained endowed scholarships in mem-
ory of her husband, her in-laws and her sister, 
Dorothy Glasser. She also sponsored an annual 
graduation award. Mrs. Cline continued to con-
tribute to the Annual Campaign through 2009. 

Maimonides School’s Levy Library collection will be 
enriched by almost 200 additional volumes, thanks to 
the generosity of Prof. Jehuda Reinharz, immediate 
past president of Brandeis University. Dr. Reinharz, 
professor of modern Jewish history and director of the 
Tauber Institute for the Study of European Jewry at 
Brandeis, is relocating to smaller quarters that cannot 
accommodate his extensive personal library. He invited 
Maimonides representatives to help themselves to 
almost any book for the school. Some 200 volumes 
in English and Hebrew were obtained, and Elisabeth 
Zygadlo, library director, hopes they will be ready 
for circulation by the start of the next academic year. 
Prof. Reinharz also contributed nine of his most recent 
books, all of which will be available for borrowing. 

Dr. Howard Spielman of Boy Scout Troop 54 poses with two recipients 
of Scouting’s Ner Tamid award, juniors Avinoam Stillman, left, and Yoni 

Nouriel. Four recipients were recognized in ceremonies on March 8. 
The award, sponsored by the National Jewish Committee on Scouting, 

is emblematic of Jewish learning and service to others. Troop 54 is 
chartered to Maimonides School, allowing full participation in the 

Scouting program with provisions for kashrut, Shabbat, tefilla and learning. 


