
mŠanx lew
cŠqa  

KOL RAMBAM 

Feb. 2008 • gŠqyz ˆ` xc`

BOARD ENDORSES ENHANCED MIDDLE SCHOOL, STARTING THIS SEPTEMBER
The Maimonides Board of Directors has

approved plans for a newly-configured

Maimonides Middle School, incorporating

Grades 6, 7 and 8 and including a core faculty,

designated space and schedule, discrete

advisory program and refined curriculum.The

approval is contingent on significant initial

funding through CJP Peerless Excellence

grants. A three-year implementation is

scheduled to begin this fall.

A transition committee, composed of parents,

teachers, administrators and lay leaders,

presented the proposal at the Board's Feb. 4

meeting. Details will be provided to parents in

a letter from the school administration.

The goal is to further improve the existing

Middle School by adding Grade 6 to Grades 7

and 8, and to implement a program that will

provide "a balance between the need for

academic rigor and attention to the students'

social and emotional development," said

Jennifer Michaelson '85, who with Sherri

Cohen '87 is chairing the committee. "A

dedicated Middle School

will make the transition

from Elementary School

to Upper School easier to

negotiate for all students." 

The agenda includes

"placement of faculty who

are trained and eager to

work with Middle School

students, a schedule that

is tailored to Middle

School students and

teachers, a designated

space to better serve the

Twelve Maimonides School seniors and two

of their teachers are spending their February

vacation helping rebuild a house in floor-

devastated metropolitan New Orleans. The

delegation was scheduled to depart Boston

early on Sunday, Feb. 17.

Christopher Dore, a Grade 12 dean and Upper

School social studies teacher, is coordinating

arrangements. The group was assigned to a

Habitat for Humanity project in St. Bernard's

Parish, east of the city, or in the contiguous

suburb of Metairie, where they will spend

Shabbat with a Chabad community, he said.

The chesed experience, conceived by Michael

Mintz '08, will also include visits to some of

the other areas still recovering from the 2005

disaster. "It has been difficult for a lot of

people to get back on their feet. We're going

to help them out," said Ezra Betesh, one of the

student volunteers. Added his

classmate, Avi-Hi Youshaei, "As

we prepare to embark on life in

the real world, its good to get

this perspective, because there is

so much we take for granted."

The seniors are accompanied 

by teachers Rabbi David

Ehrenkranz and Gabrielle

Wallace. Rabbi David Shapiro,

Rosh Yeshiva, supervised

arrangements for Shabbat and

kashrut. Meals are provided 

by Kosher Cajun in Metairie.

Participants are working to

offset their personal costs,

which included transportation, lodging, and

food. They scheduled a Feb. 10 fundraising

variety show in Fox Gymnasium, and are

accepting donations payable to Maimonides

School, with "New Orleans" written on the

check memo line.

12 SENIORS SPEND VACATION AS VOLUNTEERS IN NEW ORLEANS

Kindergarten "book

publishers" (clockwise,

from top, left) Eli Scharf,

Elisheva Bloom, Aryeh

Samuels and Maytal

Storm display some of

the books their class has

written and read so far

this year. Maimonides

School, through its early

Elementary language

arts program, strives not

only to give children the

foundation they need

but also to inspire them.

Part of the Maimonides School delegation spending February break
on a chesed project in flood-damaged Greater New Orleans: seniors,
from left, Evan Gale, Michael Mintz, Elisheva Stark, Shira Falk, Meira
Lerner and Yael Refah, and teacher Rabbi David Ehrenkranz.

requirements of a Middle School program,

and an age-appropriate advisory program,"

Mrs. Michaelson said. "Dedicated space is

essential for creating a distinct Middle

Continued on page 6
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After 40 Years, Class of  
by Steven Bayme, Rosa Drapkin, and Yonina Langer

The scene was the Maimonides auditorium—
June 11, 1967. Israel had just completed its
stunning victory in the Six Day War, thereby
altering the course of Jewish history signifi-
cantly. One speaker went so far as to note the
"beginnings of the redemption of our
people." Many if not most present had partic-
ipated that week in an historic rally in support
of Israel on the Washington Mall.

But for the Maimonides Class of 1967,
the day would mark its high school
commencement—the closing of an
extended chapter together and the
beginning of new life trajectories that would
take them both very far from and very near to
the Maimonides culture.

Fast forward to Oct. 21, 2007. The scene
remained the altered but still recognizable
Maimonides auditorium. Six 1967 alumni,
Steven Bayme (of Riverdale, NY), Richard
Cohen (Newton, MA), Rosa (Holcer) Drapkin
(Brookline, MA), Yonina (Katz) Langer
(Riverdale, NY), Hadassah (Shonfeld)
Tatelman (Newton, MA) and Michael
Strassfeld (New York, NY), gathered for their
40th class reunion together with attending
spouses. They were joined by Sheila (Silver)
Rubin '68 (Queens, NY), spouse of their
classmate Gary Rubin, z"l. Meyer Goldstein
(Providence, RI) joined later in the day. Rabbi
Chaim Tabasky sent his best wishes from his
home in Israel.

Two faculty members—Rabbi Abraham
Shonfeld, who taught fifth grade Limudei
Kodesh, and Rabbi Baruch Helman, who
taught eighth grade Chumash—added
greatly to the proceedings by sharing their
reminiscences of teaching during our
formative years.Yonina's brother, Nathan Katz
'73, Maimonides Chair of Institutional
Advancement, greeted the returning
classmates by conducting a tour of recent
impressive developments on campus.

Alumni updated one another on their
respective family and professional histories
since graduation. Certainly Zionism and
Judaism had left their imprint upon the lives
of the class of 1967. Six alumni out of a class
of 19 opted to settle in Israel permanently. Six
others built careers in Jewish public service in
the United States. Four pursued rabbinic
ordination, in turn becoming roshei yeshiva,
Jewish educators, and rabbis. Others pursued
more general career paths in medicine,
nursing, business, law, and social work.DDVVAARR TTOORRAAHH

THE RAV'S CATEGORIES OF MA'ASEH HA-MITZVAH
AND KIYYUM HA-MITZVAH
by Rabbi David Shapiro, Rosh Yeshiva

These two complementary concepts—the performance and the fulfillment, respectively, of a

mitzvah—are among the many specific categories of analysis that the Rav, zt"l, contributed to

the world of Torah discourse. I quote, with slight editorial modification, from pages 70-73 of his

On Repentance (Paulist Press, N.J.; 1984):

…there are two kinds of precepts. The first consists of those whose fulfillment and

performance are combined—for example, the precept of taking four species on Sukkot. The

Torah ordained "u-lekachtem lachem bayom harishon…(Vayikra 23:40)," so that when one

takes the four species in hand, one performs the precept and fulfills it at the same time. ..

But there are other precepts whose performance and fulfillment are not identical—for

example, when the performance of the precept is through specific action of some kind, or

through a verbal utterance, but its fulfillment is emotional or psychological. The precept is, in

fact, performed by means of an utterance or an external act, but fulfillment is dependent

on attaining a certain degree of spiritual awareness…

…the most outstanding example of this type of commandment is afforded by the precept

regarding prayer. The Talmud associates the precept of prayer with the verse "to serve Him

with all your heart" (Devarim 11:13) … The heart must do its share … Prayer, like the offering

of sacrifices, cannot be fulfilled within the heart alone, without performing an external

deed… But the act of prayer is merely the performance of the precept; its fulfillment remains

within the realm of the heart.

In the Rav's Family Redeemed (New York, 2000; pp. 39-40), we find a similar discussion of tefillah.

Here the Rav employs the terms objective action and subjective experience:

…Judaism has always demanded that the religious [initiative], though steeped in the deepest

strata of the human personality, must be objectified and crystallized in the concrete physical

deeds… For instance, the commandment of Shema requires, on the one hand, an inner act of

surrender to the Will of the Almighty. On the other hand, this subjective experience of

submission must be translated into a physical act of reciting the Shema. The same is true of

prayer. In consists of both experiencing the complete helplessness of man, his absolute

dependence upon God, and the performance of the ritual of prayer, of reciting fixed texts

… Halachah lays emphasis upon actions rather than upon experiences… God summons

man to affirm the binding authority of the Divine norm. Only then does an inner relationship

between God and man begin to bud and blossom. Judaism is first a discipline, and second

a romance…

We, teachers and administrators who lead daily tefillah with children in our school, suggest that

families initiate regular discussions about this challenging mitzvah of tefillah. The liturgy is

meaningful only when it is engaged actively. Daily repetition, augmented by thoughtful

attention to their translation and meaning, will be repaid by the ability to experience the

relationship with God that the individual tefillot are designed to foster. The siddur will never

"speak to" someone who holds it, however respectfully, without active recitation of the

prescribed liturgy—whether in the school minyan, in shul or at home.

The Sefer Chareidim ("Book of the Devout") is a 16th-century catalogue of mitzvot, organized by

parts of the body with which they are respectively performed. The author, R. Elazar Azkari

(incidentally, the composer of Yedid Nefesh in Chapter 34), listed both Keri'at Shema and Tefillah

twice—under "Mitzvot Performed Daily by the Heart" (Chapter 9), and then under "Mitzvot

Performed Daily by the Mouth" (Chapter 12). He thereby expresses the two-dimensionality that

the Rav characterized as Kiyyum ha-Mitzvah and Ma'aseh ha-Mitzvah—fulfillment and

performance, respectively—of a mitzvah.

The verse in Ashrei promises: Karov Hashem le-chol kor'av—God will help those who call unto

Him to feel His closeness. We, however, must call out, vocally, by initiating this dialogue through

our physical recitation of the tefillot. In the Rav's terms: may we, through our compliance with

the discipline, merit the romance! 
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1967 SHARES A Memorable DAY 

AALLUUMMNNII

Mazal tov to...
Anna (Leder) '69 and Mordechai Gershon on the birth of a grandchild, Inbal Miriam
Sharoni.

Craig '77 and Esther Lopatin on the birth of their daughter, Rachel Carolyn.

Chaya (Walter) '80 and Shalom Lampert on the marriage of their son,Yonatan Yosef, to
Ronit Spiegel.

Azi Cutter '87 on his marriage to Jessica Jungreis.

Allan Galper '88 and Tova Mirvis on the birth of their daughter, Liana Meital.

Dr. Jennifer (Lopkin) '88 and Ron Offer on the birth of their daughter, Ayla Shlomit.

Rachel (Lebowitz) '90 and Ephraim Cohen on the birth of their daughter, Natalie Eve.

Matthew '93 and Mindy Cooper on the birth of their son, Isaac Max.

Adina (Loberfeld) '95 and Tod Haller on the birth of twins, Megan Dorothy and Joseph Eli.

Erica Bogdansky '96 on her engagement to Reuben Scherzer.

Dr. Joseph '97 and Ilana (Hefter) '97 Feuerstein on the birth of their son,Yehuda Ezra.

Rochelle Kohen '97 on her engagement to Zvi Kushner.

Avi Robinson '97 on his engagement to Daniella Halstuch.

Ethan Lebowitz '97 on his engagement to Lisa Klein.

Batia Chapak '98 on receiving her master of library science degree from Simmons College.

Daniel '99 and Emely Aghion on the birth of a son, Golan Nadav.

Chava (Hartman) '99 and Rami Gamss on the birth of their son, Jason.

Miriam (Stramer) '99 and Jonathan ‘99 Marcus on the birth of their son, Samuel Meyer.

Philip '99 and Arielle Moskowitz on the birth of their son, Moshe Yitzchak.

Shulamit Roditi-Kulak '00 and David Kulak on the birth of their daughter, Elianna Chen.

Gabriel Spiewak '00 on his marriage to Yael Hall.

Esther (Vishniavsky) '02 and Daniel Millman on the birth of their son, Chaim Yaakov.

Elise Kohen '04 on her engagement to David Ashkenazi.

Condolences to...
Mark '74 and Amy '80 Levenson on the loss of their beloved father, Marvin Levenson, z"l.

moving to the Brookline campus in 1962. Professor Ellen Smith of Brandeis

University, a historian of Jewish Boston, conducted this tour, which was joined by

numerous members of the Maimonides community. The tour included major

synagogues in the area as well as discussion of the ultimate demise of the

Jewish community in those neighborhoods. A particularly exhilarating moment

occurred at the former Maimonides site on Elm Hill Avenue, which for five years

was home to members of the Class of 1967. Revisiting the site provided the

occasion both for photo opportunities and for releasing a flood of cherished

memories.

The day concluded with a dinner hosted by Mark and Rosa Drapkin. Amidst the

camaraderie and fellowship of all who participated in this extraordinary and

memorable day, alumni noted how emotional the trip down memory lane had

been and how rewarding. Or, as one person stated, "Let's not wait another 40

years before doing this again!"

For those present, it was a day of memories—some humorous,
some cerebral, some emotional, but all meaningful. Faculty had
clearly left profound impressions. Special note was taken of Rabbi
Wohlgemuth's care and love for every student, Rabbi Simon's
legendary chumash reports asking students, for example, to
compare the Joseph epic in traditional commentaries with Thomas
Mann's Joseph and His Brothers, and Mr. Gerry's history classes
challenging students to think critically for themselves rather than
rely upon inherited truisms.

Some credited the school with providing a warm and supportive
environment during the frequently turbulent years of adolescence.
Others noted how much of Maimonides had stayed with them
notwithstanding very divergent personal and career choices. All
credited the school's education with providing the basic building
blocks for subsequent Jewish identification even while acknowl-
edging considerable diversity in expressing personal Jewish
identity. Spouses commented how much Maimonides had meant
in the lives of their partners, and through them Maimonides had
become part of the lives of their families.

As might be expected, considerable discussion ensued on the
nature of Modern Orthodoxy and its viability in a world torn
between extremes. Although significant differences existed within
the room concerning the definition of Modern Orthodoxy and its
salience in contemporary Jewish life, all felt that Maimonides had
succeeded in providing a Modern Orthodox framework, which in
turn would evolve in different directions over subsequent decades.
Most importantly, notwithstanding major differences in
expressions of Jewish meaning, all present found that school ties
had preserved real commonalities and personal bonds within the
"mishpocha" of our Maimonides class.

The day could not pass without recalling two dear classmates—
Rebecca (Abramowitz) Ziskind, z"l, and Gary Rubin, z"l. Rosa Drapkin
spoke lovingly of Rebecca as a compassionate and accomplished
woman, who valued Maimonides for its education and for its
supportive and warm environment. Sheila spoke movingly of her
husband Gary's time in Maimonides and how it laid the
foundations for his distinguished career in Jewish public service.

At the suggestion of several alumni, the school arranged a tour of
the old Jewish neighborhoods of Roxbury, Dorchester, and
Mattapan, including the original Maimonides buildings prior to

Posing in front of their former Elementary School in Dorchester are 
1967 graduates, from left, Rabbi Michael Strassfeld, Sheila (Silver) Rubin '68,
Dr. Steven Bayme, Yonina (Katz) Langer, Rosa (Holcer) Drapkin, Hadassah
(Shonfeld) Tatelman and Dr. Richard Cohen.
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Maimonides School's 70th Anniversary mezuzah campaign 

culminated on the seventh day of Chanukah with moving and

meaningful ceremonies.

S. Joseph Solomont Synagogue was extended into Saval Auditorium as

more than 500 students in Grades 3-12 davened mincha and kindled

the six-foot-tall chanukkiah. In his dvar Torah, Rabbi David Saltzman,

Elementary School principal, noted that as one enters a home, the

mezuzah is directed inside, while the chanukkiah focuses on the

outside.Those two mitzvot, in proximity to each other, are reminders to

live a life of Torah at home as well as in interaction with the world.

Rabbi David Shapiro, Rosh Yeshiva, affixed the first of the 70 new

mezuzot to the main entrance of the auditorium. Students responded

to his bracha with cheers and applause. The celebration also included

sufganyot for the entire assembly.

More than 120 families contributed funds for almost 275 dedications,

"a fitting opportunity to rededicate ourselves to the school's sacred

mission," according to the 70th Anniversary Committee. Families

dedicated mezuzot to children, teachers and parents; there were also a

number of memorial dedications.

The new mezuzot, decorated by students, were on display on a table

during the ceremony. Upper School students are affixing the new

mezuzot to various doorways throughout the school.

MEZUZAH CAMPAIGN CULMINATES WITH MOVING, MEANINGFUL CEREMONIES

Administrators and teachers in the

Elementary School are well on their way 

to meeting the 2007-2008 Annual 

Operating Plan goal of enhancing the

experience of tefillah.

"We intend to increase the time devoted to

be'ur (the interpretation of ) ha-

tefillah…throughout the grades at age-

appropriate levels," the plan says. "Sustained

attention to the meaning of individual tefillot

and berachot will enhance the meditative

quality of our ongoing dialogue with the

Ribbono shel Olam."

Rabbi David Saltzman, Elementary School

principal, said he already has met with the

four Judaic Studies teachers involved with

Grades 3-6 and "we divided the entire siddur.

Throughout the year, once a week for about

30 minutes in the classroom, the teachers

have sessions in beurei tefillah." The sessions

began in mid-October.

"We decided that each grade concentrate on

areas they say more," Rabbi Saltzman said.

Third graders are studying the Birchot

haShachar—the morning blessings—and

their meaning, as well as the psalms in Pesukai

Dezimra, Rabbi Saltzman said. The Grade 4

agenda is the Birkot Kriat Shema. Fifth graders

are spending the year learning the signif-

icance of the Shemoneh Esrei, with Grade 6

focusing on Birkat HaMazon as well as tefillot

specific to Shabbat, including Musaf and

Yekum Purkan.

The discussions included Rabbi Saltzman and

teachers Rabbi Yaakov Beker, Michal Bessler,

Chaya Mirel Krochmal and Rabbi Dovid

Reisman. Chazzan Devin Goldenberg also was

a resource at the meeting, and the shlichot

"added input as well on their special style of

tefillah b'Eretz Yisrael," the principal said.

The operating plan mandate extends to the

lower grades as well. "Teachers in

Kindergarten, first and second grades are

working on introducing the basic meaning of

tefillot," Rabbi Saltzman reported.

Another Operating Plan goal regarding

tefillah is "to build upon our achievements

(last year) in the Middle and Upper School."

Rabbi Yair Altshuler, principal, said part of the

emphasis will be on divrei Torah. He advised

parents that on Fridays, he will discuss with

the students "a dilemma or a question within

the parshah, and I will to try to suggest an

answer or explanation... I will send you the

dilemma or question without the solution. I

encourage you to find your own answer

during Se'udat Shabbat at home, and to ask

your children for the answer that we gave in

school." 

"This will give you a sense of what your

son/daughter experienced in school. At the

same time you will have a chance to create

your own dvar Torah at home," he said.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WELL ON ITS WAY TO REACHING GOALS IN TEFILLAH

Admiring original student-made mezuzot are, are from left, Jessica Jaffe '08,
Dahlia '08 and Rinatte '12 Gruen, and the sisters' aunt, Mrs. Miriam Kosowsky. Rabbi David Shapiro, Rosh Yeshiva, affixes a new mezuzah in Saval Auditorium.
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Vivid Memories Help Shape Future of Maimonides
Students from the late 1930s through the early 1960s inspired current Maimonides classrooms

and highlighted a Motza'ei Shabbat program of reflections as part of the school's 70th anniversary

festivities. Featured (clockwise, from top, left): Mrs. Devorah Cohn and Mrs. Ruth Einstein, both 91,

enjoy the program; former student Jacob Aronson and his wife Ruth meet their grandson Adam

Katzman '14; fourth graders join their special guest, Marjorie (Einstein) Hurwitz '62; Rabbi William

Millen, one of the school's three original students, describes the first schoolhouse; Rebbetzin

Peggy (Gopin) Weiss '62, left, and Zelda (Bilansky) Stein '61 hold an impromptu reunion.

"HONORING OUR PAST" 
A 70TH YEAR HIGHLIGHT
More than a dozen former students and several

former teachers took part in "Honoring Our Past,"

a series of events celebrating the school's first

quarter-century, held Nov. 9-11 as part of

Maimonides 70th anniversary festivities.

They renewed friendships, relived experiences

and shared the early history of the school with

each other, as well as with Maimonides students,

teachers and community.

Highlight of the weekend was a Motza'ei Shabbat

presentation, featuring keynote remarks by Rabbi

Reuven Cohn '65, a Limudei Kodesh teacher in the

Upper School. Rabbi Cohn interwove 20th

century Jewish history and personal memory to

explain how Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt"l,

the school's founder, "enabled" the distinguished

careers of his father, Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z"l, and two

other educators central to the school's

development, Rabbi Isaac Simon, z"l and Rabbi

Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z"l.

One of the school's three original students, Rabbi

William Millen of Silver Spring, MD, knew all of the

personalities in Rabbi Cohn's remembrances.

Rabbi Millen offered a unique perspective,

including anecdotes about early building and

transportation challenges.

Also offering remembrances and reflections were

Carolyn (Labins) Goodman '57, Janet (Shillman)

Gushin '59, Marjorie (Einstein) Hurwitz '62 and

Rabbi Robert Marcus '54. Special guests included

Mrs. Devorah Cohn and Mrs. Ruth Einstein, who

have been working to benefit the school for more

than 60 years, and former teachers Susan

Bradford and Lois Silver. Others in attendance

included Aviva (Cohn) Yasnyi '61 and Edith

(Bramson) Dovek '56.

Rabbi Millen, Mrs. Goodman and Mrs. Hurwitz

joined Judith (Weiner) Menkes '63, Zelda

(Bilansky) Stein '61 and Rebbetzin Peggy (Gopin)

Weiss '62 in meeting with individual classes in

Grades 3-6 Friday morning. Also participating was

Jacob Aronson, a Maimonides grandparent, a

former student who like Rabbi Millen was too old

to be part of the school's first graduating class.

Several of the visitors also spoke to seventh and

eighth grade assemblies.

Sunday morning several of the former students,

including Dr. Deborah Greenwald '61, gathered

with Mrs. Cohn for a breakfast reunion in Saval

Auditorium.
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FIRST PHASE OF PLAN FEATURES FIVE INITIATIVES
The Maimonides School Board of Directors is poised to approve the first phase of a

strategic plan that features five initiatives crucial to the growth and welfare of the school

for the next decade.

Subcommittees soon will begin formulating proposals in the five areas—

faculty development, institutional advancement, Middle School (see related story),

special education and student recruitment. Some implementation could begin 

in the spring.

The second phase of the strategic plan, consisting of initiatives regarding education,

student life, finances and facilities, is scheduled to be completed later in 2008.

Subcommittees are already working on this phase, said Peter Gyenes, who chairs the

Strategic Planning Committee.

The strategic plan was developed during scores of hours of interviews and analysis by

the committee, with input from several subcommittees. Results from a parent survey and

other earlier efforts to produce a strategic plan were incorporated in the recommen-

dation. Parent input has been solicited regularly, most recently at a December forum at

the school.

According to Mr. Gyenes, the first phase is expected to meet the criteria established by

Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston for release of $10 million in Peerless

Excellence funds. These funds are to be invested to initiate and strengthen programs in

a variety of areas, from academic excellence to recruitment and retention.

"Strategic planning will not end with the creation of this plan. It will be an ongoing effort

at Maimonides," Board Chair Jeffrey Swartz, a member of the committee, told parents in

a recent letter.That effort is essential to ensuring not only educational excellence but also

operational capacity and financial stability, he said.

Other members of the Strategic Planning Committee are current parents David Gebler,

Deborah Lovich, Elka Sachs, Steven Schwartz and Scott Tobin, former parent Harvey

Gertel, a member of the Board of Directors, Rabbi David Shapiro, Rosh Yeshiva, and Rabbi

Yair Altshuler, Middle and Upper School Principal. Two CJP representatives with

educational strategic planning experiences also served on the committee.

MRS. SIMKOVICH GAINS INSIGHT AS JUNIORS' DEAN

School," she emphasized, noting that "current

space configuration can comfortably accommodate

Grades 6-8 in the lower level of Saval Campus."

Those classrooms are now utilized by Middle and

Upper School classes under the library, Grades 5

and 6, as well as a science lab and a music room.

"A three-year program will ensure that the

program will have a sufficient number of dedicated

faculty members and the time to get to know each

student as they move through this important

developmental stage," she continued.

Requirements for launching the new configuration

this fall include identifying and training teachers

who will serve as advisors, designating core faculty

and installing additional lockers.

The Transition Committee is also focusing on how

the new Middle School arrangement will affect

students and staff in the Elementary and Upper

Schools to ensure a smooth transition for all.

Other committee members are Rabbi Yair

Altshuler, Middle and Upper School principal,

Rabbi Yaakov Beker of the Elementary School

faculty, Robert Borkow, current Middle School

director, Leora Joseph, parent of a third grader 

and a seventh grader, Deborah Kram, parent of

three alumni, Martin Liss, whose sons are in 

Grades 8 and 10, and Dr. Richard Schaye, Assistant

Director of CJP's Initiative for Day School

Excellence, which is funded primarily by the

Peerless Excellence Grant.

Middle School
Continued from page 1

"One of the greatest strengths of Maimonides lies in how the
students treat each other," says Malka Simkovich, Upper School
Judaic Studies teacher. "There's a real atmosphere of camaraderie
and unity. People enjoy being in the building and with each other."

Mrs. Simkovich has developed that perspective not only as a
teacher of Navi to five classes of freshmen and juniors this
academic year, but also while serving as dean for the 11th grade.
"It's an opportunity to connect on a personal level with the
students and to see them outside the classroom as well-rounded
people," she observes. "I like having them over for Shabbos meals
without the tension of academic pressure. It's a lot of fun to hang
out with the kids."

Mrs. Simkovich graduated from Torah Academy of Greater
Philadelphia and learned for a year-and-a-half in Israel before
embarking on an unusual double major at Stern College: Bible
studies and music. Like her mother and grandmother, she plays
classical piano. Among her friends at Stern was Shani Simkovich
'00, whose father, Rabbi Moshe Simkovich, had left the

Maimonides faculty to head the
Stern Hebrew High School in
Philadelphia. She met Shoshana's
brother Aaron '99, and the rest is
history—they were married in
August 2003.

Mrs. Simkovich began teaching a
single class at Maimonides in the fall
of 2004, while pursuing a graduate
degree in Hebrew Bible through Harvard's Department of Near
Eastern Languages and Civilizations. She joined the full-time
faculty in the fall of 2006 after receiving her master's degree. "I
design my classes by fusing from both learning experiences—
Harvard and Stern. I always tell the students I'm so glad I went to
Stern. I'm proud of it," she says.

Mrs. Simkovich and her husband, a financial analyst for State Street
Bank and an MBA candidate at Boston University, have two
children.
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Before his 52-year career at Maimonides School,
before he elicited the respect and affection 
of generations of students, Rabbi Isaiah
Wohlgemuth, z"l, was one of the youngest pulpit
rabbis in Europe. His life was forever changed on
Nov. 9, 1938, when his own shul in Kitzingen,
Germany was attacked and he was confined
during the pogrom known as Kristallnacht.

The passing of Rabbi Wohlgemuth on Jan. 6
evoked vivid memories of his return trip to
Germany in 1993.

"One Shabbos afternoon, he mentioned that,
after years of writing letters and petitioning the
German government, he along with people in
the German Jewish community were able to
raise funds to restore the shul building in
Kitzingen," said Harvey Gertel, long-time
volunteer leader at the school. Rabbi
Wohlgemuth was invited to return for a rededi-
cation and "he wanted to go, but he didn't feel
that he and his wife could go because they
weren't strong enough." So Mr. Gertel, the son of
Holocaust survivors, agreed to accompany them
on a three-day visit.

During their first evening in Kitzingen, the three
visitors went for a walk, with Rabbi Wohlgemuth
pointing out his childhood home and other
landmarks. "Mrs. Wohlgemuth was concerned
because he was walking in streets with his
yarmulke. She told him to please put a hat on.
He said, 'I am going to wear a yarmulke in the
streets of my city'." Mr. Gertel pointed out that
"there was one Jewish person living in Kitzingen
at the time—an Israeli who had a job there."

"The newspaper had an article of his returning
and the rededication of the shul coming up that
week," Mr. Gertel continued. "Local citizens
passed us, stopped when they saw him, and
said gutten abben, herr rabbinen (good evening,
rabbi). It seemed to me as if the years had
passed by and nothing had changed to them."
During their walk, they met a woman who once
worked in the kitchen of his parents' home.
"Rabbi Wohlgemuth pointed out all the
downtown stores that had been owned by
Jewish families."

The next day they visited the Jewish cemetery in
Kitzingen, tended by a local woman whose

father was an officer in the SS. Rabbi
Wohlgemuth "felt she was doing this as a form
of teshuvah," Mr. Gertel said. The rabbi's parents
are buried there, along with many veterans of
the First World War. They also visited a Jewish
old-age home in nearby Wurzburg, where
"people had survived in Germany and were
living out their lives there. Rabbi Wohlgemuth
thought it was part of his duties as a rabbi, to go
to the nursing home."

On the third day, some 1,000 people, including
national politicians and media and the rabbi's
brother from Israel, gathered for the rededi-
cation. Mr. Gertel described the shul as a large
building in the downtown of the city; the Main
River runs right behind it. The brick structure
was used by the Nazis as a headquarters and as
a horse stable during the war. It had been
renovated for use as a civic auditorium and
concert hall, with meeting rooms. "In the back, a
room probably big enough to seat 60 people,
was the rededicated shul," he recounted. "The
ceremony was in this back room. A Sefer Torah
had been brought in from Munich.

Rabbi Wohlgemuth spoke (in German) about
the need to forgive. "His efforts to reach out to
the German people were, at the time, beyond
my comprehension," Mr. Gertel said. Following
the ceremonies, maybe 20 men gathered n the
rededicated shul for mincha.

"Rabbi Wohlgemuth came over to me and said,
'Please go daven mincha from the amood.' It
seemed to me that he was reliving his rabbinic
role in the shul, because he said it with such
compassion, force and love," Mr. Gertel related.
"It was all I could do to not break down
emotionally. The entire mincha service was an
experience I'll never forget, because it was the
first time in 50-plus years that anybody davened
in that shul. I realized the devastation and
destruction that happened throughout Europe,
and I was able to participate in a rebirth of one
tiny fragment of Jewry being reborn."

"It brought back what my mother always used
to say—'We survivors who lost all of our families
cannot allow anyone to think that Hitler won.'
That's what I thought when I davened. After we
finished, the Torah was brought back to Munich
and the doors were locked." 

A JOURNEY OF REMEMBRANCE AND FORGIVENESS

The Maimonides School Family is profoundly saddened by the passing of our teacher, Rabbi Isaiah

Wohlgemuth, z"l, and greatly inspired by his half-century of devotion to each and every student. In

one of many efforts to memorialize him, the school is establishing a limudei kodesh endowment in

his honor, details of which are found in the special Kol Rambam newsletter recently mailed. For more

remembrances about Rabbi Wohlgemuth from former students and friends, please visit our website

www.maimonides.org.



The creation of the State of Israel is one of the seminal events in Jewish History.
Recognizing the significance of the state and its national institutions, we seek to instill in our students an 

attachment to the State of Israel and its people as well as a sense of responsibility for their welfare.

HEAD OF SCHOOL SEARCH: The Head of School

Search Committee has been meeting for the last

several months to identify candidates to serve in

that position. The committee is are looking for an

individual to provide educational and administrative

leadership that builds upon and further develops

Maimonides' strong tradition of Torah, mitzvot,

ma'asim tovim and ahavat Yisrael combined 

with educational excellence. Two prospects have

visited the school and met with faculty, adminis-

trators, educational and

lay leaders. Heading 

the committee are Dr.

Elliot Israel and Joyce

Wertheimer.

DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER: The chief rabbi of the British Commonwealth

told Maimonides School seniors recently that their Jewish education is key

to continuing “the most extraordinary  and remarkable story of any people

in the history of the world.” Rabbi Jonathan Sacks said at a class meeting

that education has been central to Jewish survival since Moses told the

liberated slaves "to engrave your values on the hearts and minds of your

children, and they on theirs, and so on until the end of time…" He told the

students that "Every single great empire the world has ever known has

passed into oblivion and exists only

in the pages of history books and in

museums." The Jewish People have

"outlived and outlasted every

empire the world has ever known,

so today we can say 'Am Yisrael

Chai'.... To defend a civilization, you

need schools. You need a way to

transmit your values to the next

generation."

RUNNING WITH A PURPOSE: Aviva

Bloom '08 completed the ING

Marathon in Miami Jan. 27 and in

the process raised nearly $6,000 for

Chai Lifeline. The New York-based

organization provides services for

children with serious illnesses and

their families. Despite rainy weather

and an ankle injury after the 16th

mile, Aviva said she completed the

race in respectable time. She noted

that her father, Harry Bloom, ran the

last half of the race

alongside. Her

brother Daniel '98

also accompanied her on the trip.
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A SPECIAL TU B'SHEVAT: The Elementary

School celebrated Tu B'Shevat on Jan. 22 by

making it Yom Ivrit and incorporating with a

series of activities challenging and gratifying

students in their use of conversational

Hebrew. From story-telling circles and sing-

alongs to Bible quizzes and seed-planting,

Galit Grutman, the school's director of

Hebrew language, and her staff made the

day meaningful and fun.

GRANDPARENTS DAY: Maimonides

School's 12th annual Grandparents and

Special Visitors Day has been scheduled

for Friday, May 23—Lag B'Omer.

Grandparents and parents will receive

details in a few weeks.
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