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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ initiatives and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional 
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. 
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Mark Blechner ’67 Coordinates National Assembly for Day School Leaders

The Hilton Hotel—just a pop fly from 
Baltimore’s Oriole Park at Camden 
Yards—was transformed into the 
nucleus of Jewish day school educa-
tion in North America between 
October 24 and 26. The Partnership 
for Excellence in Jewish Education 
Assembly for Advancing the Jewish 
Day School Field brought together 
some 1,000 people for an intense 
program focusing on topics ranging 
from sustainability and board 
recruitment to communication and 
consolidation.

Maimonides School alumni were 
prominent at the conference, led by 
the coordinator of the event, Mark 
Blechner ’67, program manager for 
PEJE. Mark “skillfully coordinated the 
daunting logistics of convening 1,000 
Jewish Day School advocates and  
professionals,” said Debbie Swartz, 
mother of  Daniel ’06 and Sam ’08 
Swartz and outgoing president of 
PEJE.

Other alumni participating in the 
assembly included Sima (Twersky) 
Jacoby ‘61, principal of the girls’ divi-
sion of Yeshiva of Greater Washington; 
Sheila (Silver) Rubin ‘68, assistant 
director of Magen David Yeshiva, 
Brooklyn; and Deborah Bromberg 
Seltzer ‘91, Judaic studies director 
at Lander Grinspoon Academy in 
Northampton, MA and Heritage 

Academy Jewish Community Day School 
in nearby Longmeadow.

There were also four graduates in 
Maimonides School’s delegation: Execu-
tive Director Naty Katz ’73, Development 
Associate Dina (Pittel) Adelsky ’02, and 
Board members Dr. Rebecca (Kolodny) 
Schwartz ’82 and Sam Wald ’92. 

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook     Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam!
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

“Attendees from over 200 day schools 
across North America and beyond 
lauded the timely relevance of the 
workshops to the challenges their 
schools face,” Mrs. Swartz said. “They 
left Baltimore equipped with strate-
gies and tools to begin wrestling with 
issues of financial sustainability and 
affordability.”

Mark Blechner ‘67 checks out the vendors’ area at the Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education 
(PEJE) Assembly in Baltimore. Signing her new book is noted teacher and author Erica Brown.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://twitter.com/KolRambam
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
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Graduate, Motivated by “Miracles,” Trains for Fundraising Half-Marathon

Rabbi Allan Houben ’98 has been 
on the staff of Camp HASC in the 
Catskills for the past 10 summers, first 
as a counselor and now as a division 
head. This is a place where, he says, 
“I have witnessed miracles with my 
own eyes.” Now he is attempting to 
strengthen the camp with his own 
miracle: “On Jan. 30,” he writes, “I will 
be taking part in the 13.1-mile half-
marathon in the ING Miami Marathon, 
running for Team HASC.” 

Running a marathon -- even a half-
marathon -- “was never a goal of 
mine, nor is running something I am 
passionate about,” Allan admitted. 
“But if my running will help this 
important cause, and maybe inspire 
others to run, then it is well worth the 
time spent training.”

Allan is a Judaic studies teacher and 
an assistant program director at Wein-
baum Yeshiva High School in Boca 
Raton, FL. “I have been trying to exer-
cise more to complement healthier 
eating, and my biggest issue has 
consistently been finding the time. 
There is always material to prepare for 
my classes, tests and quizzes to write 

and grade, and I often have programs 
to plan or work on at home.” So the 
upcoming half-marathon has a side 
benefit: “I finally have something that 
is forcing me to exercise regularly.”

Camp HASC is “a magical place where 
special children spend a summer 
laughing, learning, playing, and 
thriving,” Allan said. The camp is the 
summer program of the Hebrew 
Academy for Special Children of 
Queens, serving more than 300 
mentally and physically handicapped 
children and adults.

“The truth is, if something is impor-
tant to you, you have to make time 
for it. HASC is an organization I care 
a lot about, not just because I work 
in Camp HASC in the summers, but 
because of all the fantastic work they 
do for an otherwise ignored segment 
of the population,” Allan said. “I have 
seen children walk for the first time, 
and I have seen children communi-
cate their needs using sign language 
or speech for the first time. It is the 
determination and love of HASC staff 
that enables these young men and 
women to enjoy a summer focused on 

their individual abilities, regardless 
of their disabilities.”

Allan’s HASC fundraising goal is 
$2,900. Donations may be made 
through his personal webpage at 
http://www.hasc.net/marathon/mt-
mypage.php?myid=6347.

Rabbi Allan Houben ’98, his wife Lisa 
Bergman and their family at Camp HASC.

Members of the Class 
of 1975 gather during 
their 35-year reunion 

on Oct. 10: front, from 
left, Michael Sydney, 
Joy (Singer) Sydney, 

Helayne (Magier) 
Adelstein and Cheryl 
(Sandler) Thompson; 

rear, from left, Amy 
(Golub) Haberland, Jay 
Lipis, Sam Bloomfield, 

Lisa (Cohen) Sachs, 
Alan Brown, Robert 

Micley, Abby (Jacobs) 
Wyschogrod and Greta 

(Wiener) Fox.

http://www.hasc.net/marathon/mt-mypage.php?myid=6347
http://www.hasc.net/marathon/mt-mypage.php?myid=6347
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Alumna Inspired by Center for the Jewish Future 

Ilana Brandt ’08 says the opportunities 
offered by Yeshiva University’s Center 
for the Jewish Future are instrumental 
in helping her shape a career path 
working in the not-for-profit world.

“Last summer I partici-
pated in Counterpoint 
Israel (counter-
pointisrael.com), where 
20 college students 
ran a summer camp for 
the middle and high 
school kids in Dimona, 
the development town 

in the Negev,” she recounted. “Also, 
through the Quest Leadership Fellow-
ship I am trying to raise money through 
the JNF for Halutza, a settlement being 
built in the Negev not only as a new 
home for those displaced by the disen-
gagement from Gush Katif but also to 
encourage more Israelis to truly settle 
the land.” Her personal page is http://
support.jnf.org/site/TR?px=2984869&p
g=personal&fr_id=1540.

Most recently Ilana led a team of YU 
undergraduates that invigorated 
Simchat Torah for a shul in Stamford, 
CT. Ilana was a team leader for the 
CJF Torah Tours program, which is 
sponsored every Simchat Torah and 
Shavuot. The center sends small groups 
of students to communities in the U.S. 
and Canada “to bring simchat hachag,” 
Ilana related. “Each team has a leader 
who is in touch with either the rabbi 

or a community member in the weeks 
before the holiday to determine what 
the needs of the community will be.”

Ilana, a sophomore at YU’s Stern 
College for Women, participated in 
her first fall Torah Tour as a freshman, 
in Bradley Beach, NJ. This year she 
was the team leader for a delegation 
to Stamford, “which meant that I was 
in contact with the rabbinic intern for 
Congregation Agudath Shalom. I had 
a team of two men and three women 
and had to assign members of the 
team to give divrei Torah and shiurim 
for different parts of the chag/Shabbat. 
There was a community member who 
arranged our housing and meals.”

Ilana and her Maimonides classmate 
Davida Wolfson were featured on a 
CJF video promoting the program. 
Click here to view: http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=v_h5dLtwzCY

“My initial motivation for taking part 
in Torah Tours was for involvement 
in the greater YU community,” she 
said. “I later learned that they have an 
incredible impact on the communities 
that we visit—enriching their holidays, 
bringing enough boys so that they will 
have minyanim, and giving divrei Torah 
a voice other than the rabbis’ after so 
many days of yom tov. The communi-
ties are warm and inviting and it’s a 
fantastic opportunity to experience 
the culture in different places.”

Here and There…

 Sara Miriam Liben ’09 has 
been accepted into the Uri L’Tzedek 
Campus Fellows program as the 
Columbia/Barnard Fellow. Uri 
L’Tzedek is an Orthodox Jewish 
social justice group (www.utzedek.
org) with 10 fellows across college 
campuses in the United States. 

 Mirele Davis ’03 has launched 
“The Great Book Bandit,” a blog 
about children’s and young adults’ 
books, featuring reviews and 
commentary on library-related 
topics (http://greatbookbandit.
wordpress.com). Mirele is a free-
lance children’s book illustrator 
currently completing her master’s 
of library science at Queens College 
in New York. She welcomes any 
questions from aspiring librarians.

 Shira Falk ’08, an undergrad-
uate at New York University, and 
other area college students have 
organized a walk to raise money for 
research and treatment of familial 
dysautonomia. Shira said one in 27 
Ashkenazi Jews are carriers of the 
debilitating disease. “People lose 
control of their autonomic nervous 
system and are unable to control 
functions, such as breathing, 
digesting, crying and swallowing, 
that the average person takes for 
granted. We hope that the money 
we raise can go a long way in 
helping those who struggle with 
the disease.” The seven-mile walk 
along the Hudson is scheduled 
for Nov. 14. For more information, 
or to sponsor a walker, see www.
familialdysautonomia.org/events/
w_sponsor.php?eventID=35&item
Type=Rider. Also participating are 
Michal Fuld ’06, Jessica Jaffe ’08 
and Zahava Stuchins ’08.

Posing in front 
of the school 

during their Aug. 
22 reunion are 

1980 graduates, 
from left, David 

Rosengard, 
Jonathan Grad, 
Herb Weinberg, 

Brad Whitman 
and Jonathan 

Rosenfield.

Ilana Brandt ‘08

http://counterpointisrael.com
http://counterpointisrael.com
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