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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ initiatives and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional 
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. 
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Graduate Returns from Volunteer Summer with Jewish Community in Uganda

Rachel Levy ’06 spent two months 
last summer as a medical volunteer 
in Nabugoye, a Jewish village outside 
the town of Mbale, Uganda. 

Rachel, a senior at Harvard University, 
served in the community’s medical 
clinic and a nearby pediatric neurosur-
gical hospital that gives free surgeries 
to babies who have spina bifida 
or hydrocephalus. “I visited a few 
outreach clinics and helped distribute 
AIDS medication to patients, and 
talked to pregnant women about 
sanitary deliveries and the importance 
of folic acid and good nutrition to the 
health of their babies.” 

“Uganda has over 1,000 Jews, called 
Abayudaya, living in eight villages that 
are mostly in the eastern part of the 
country,” she said. “Rabbi Gershom 
Sizomu, the community leader, visited 
Harvard Hillel last spring. I met him and 
got the idea to volunteer in the commu-

nity. I was motivated by 
the desire to travel and 
visit new places and to 
connect with different 
Jewish communities 
around the world,” 
she continued. “I 
applied for a grant 
from Harvard for the 
summer and arranged 
things pretty much on 
my own. There is an 
American Jewish orga-
nization called Be’chol 
Lashon that raises 
funds for the clinic and 
helps the community a 
lot, and I spoke to the 
director before going.” 

Rachel also taught Hebrew to Abayudaya 
children who attend Hadassah Primary 
School. The Jewish community also has 
a high school. “One of my favorite parts 
of the experience was Shabbat, because 

Rachel Levy ‘06 poses with some children in the Abayudaya community.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook     Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam!
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

the Abayudaya daven using beautiful 
melodies that they composed them-
selves,” she said. “Their tunes give 
an African flavor to the traditional 
Shabbat service.” 

Several members of the Class 
of 1976 recently got together 

at a restaurant in Jerusalem, 
simply because Roberta 

Sydney and David Cohen 
were visiting: front (from left), 

David Cohen, Esti (Hoelzel) 
Gross and Roberta Sydney; 

standing (from left), Ester 
Meyer, Bracha (Halbfinger) 

Tal, Ian Tick, Elihu Stone, 
Mindy Schimmel, Judy 
(Thaler) Lev and Renee 

(Blechner) Hirsch. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://twitter.com/KolRambam
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
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A Smorgasbord of Maimonides Alumni News Notes

 Yehudah Leeder ’05 is among 
16 members of this year’s Yeshiva 
University Presidential Fellowship in 
University and Community Leader-
ship. The program prepares top grad-
uates for leadership roles through 
mentorship, graduate study and 
hands-on experience. The program 
matches each fellow with a senior 
mentor in departments that span 
the institution. Selection was based 
on academic performance, campus 
leadership and involvement within 
the Jewish community. Yehudah is 
the son of Dr. Asher ’69 and Shira 
Leeder.

 Kenny Wintman ’74 and his sister 
Sandy Wintman Welkes ’68 have 
commissioned the writing of a Sefer 
Torah at Young Israel of Brookline 
in memory of their beloved parents 
Abraham and Sylvia Wintman, z”l. 
The Wintman Torah celebration is 
scheduled for motzaei Shabbat, Oct. 
23, and the next day, when the final 
words of the Torah will be written, 
accompanied by hakafot, and a party 
in honor of this simcha. 

 The opening meeting of the full 
Maimonides School faculty for the 
2010-2011 academic year featured 
retrospectives by two graduates. 
Rabbi Avi Robinson ’97 and Lori 
(Michaelson) Salkin ’00 reflected 
on the impact of Maimonides 
School teachers on their educational 
and religious development. Rabbi 
Robinson, a third-year law student at 
Boston University, is the ba’al korei for 
the Maimonides Kehillah. Mrs. Salkin, 
who holds an MBA from Fordham 
University, is a Boston television 
assignment editor and a Brookline 
town meeting member. Her prepared 
remarks were delivered by her class-
mate, Rabbi Dov Huff, Middle and 
Upper School assistant principal.

 Dr. Benjamin Galper ’97 has 
been elected national chair of the 
American Medical Association Resi-
dent and Fellow Section. Ben, who is 
a former chair of the AMA’s Medical 
Student Section, is chief resident in 
the Department of Internal Medicine 
at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital 
in Manhattan. As part of his role as 
chair, Ben said, “I will work to create 
policies in the areas of medical 
education as well as related to health 
systems reform.” Ben and his wife 
Merav (Weill) Galper ’02 expect to 
be returning to Boston next year as 
he has been matched for a cardiology 
fellowship at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital. 

 Abby Beshkin ’91 is the new 
director of editorial operation at Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn. “Basically, I write 
and edit the alumni magazine, the 
monthly newsletter, and all kinds of 
other publications,” she said. “Pratt 
is an art and design school, very well 
known for its architecture, industrial 
design and interior design.”

 Lenny Eisenberg ’68 recorded 
Maimonides School people and 
events for more than three decades. 
Now he is one of the 
faces of B&H Photo 
and Electronics in 
Midtown Manhattan. 
Over the years chron-
icling Maimonides 
School, Lenny 
expanded from still 
photography to film. 
After three years in 
sales at B&H, Lenny 
is now featured on the store’s Internet 
TV show talking about new cameras. 
(See BHphotovideo.com; go to the 
home page and find “videos” about 
a third up from bottom.) He says B&H 
appreciates any positive feedback.

Lenny Eisenberg ’68

Sarah Bronson ’90 Teams 
with Nishmat on Bat 
Mitzvah Project in Israel

Sarah Bronson ’90 is working in 
Yerushalayim with Nishmat, the 
Institute for Advanced Torah Studies 
for Women, to create a bat mitzvah 
program for girls of Ethiopian back-
ground that includes not only a festive 
party but also an eight-week learning 
program.

“Each week, the girls will come to the 
Nishmat campus for chavruta study 
with Israeli Nishmat students,” she 
said. “They will study sources about a 
different mitzvah each week and then 
have a fun activity or discussion related 
to that topic.”

Finally, each girl will receive invitations 
to bring their parents plus two siblings 
or friends to a catered party, with music 
and a photographer. “Each girl will 
receive a new dress, a siddur, candle-
sticks, and a necklace. They, and their 
Jewishness, will be celebrated; perhaps 
as important, their parents will have an 
opportunity to share in the celebration.”

Sarah is seeking funds and in-kind 
gifts to offset the cost of the event. 
“I’m also planning to start ‘twinning’ 
programs for Jewish girls around the 
world who, as their own bat mitzvah 
project, would like to raise funds 
to make this party happen for their 
Ethiopian counterparts.” Donations 
may be sent to American Friends of 
Nishmat, 271 Madison Ave., 3rd Floor, 
New York, NY 10016. Specify that it is 
for “Community Outreach—Ethiopian 
Bat Mitzvah Project.”

The girls themselves will each be asked 
to contribute about 200 NIS (about 
$50) to ensure that they take the 
program seriously. They will also do a 
small chesed project, to give back to 
the community in some way.

http://BHphotovideo.com
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A New Documentary Film—And a Fund for Screenwriters in Israel

 “Sick-Amour,” a 33-minute docu-
mentary film about a tree produced 
by and co-starring Joel Tauber ’90, 
made its debut at the recent Los 
Angeles Downtown Film Festival.

Joel describes the film as “an evoca-
tive portrait of something utterly 
ignored and neglected—a forlorn 
tree stuck in the middle of a giant 
parking lot. The tree is starved for 
water and oxygen, attacked by patho-
gens, weakened by pollutants, hit by 
cars, and deprived of any chance of 
reproduction.” 

In the film, Joel devotes himself to 
improving the tree’s lot, watering, 
protecting and decorating it. Besides 
Joel and the tree, the cast includes 
experts in a variety of disciplines, 
ranging from political leaders and 
college professors to an environ-
mental philosopher and a sanitation 
worker. The tree, Joel said, is “a micro-
cosm of the plight of urban trees—
and of forgotten individuals.”

A graduate of Yale University, Joel 
holds an MFA in art from the Art 

Center College of Design in Pasa-
dena. His work has been presented at 
galleries and museums in California 
and Europe, and he has been recog-
nized by the California Institute of the 
Arts. The trailer for Sick-Amour can be 
viewed at www.sickamour.com. Addi-
tional screenings are scheduled this 
fall in Santa Monica and San Francisco.

 Jack Gottlieb ’69 has established 
a new fund “with the ambition to 
promote the field of screenwriting in 
Israel.” 

According to Jack, the Gottlieb Film 
Fund has two primary goals: “to 
develop and promote the careers of 
the next generation of Israeli screen-
writers, and to advance the careers of 
young and established screenwriters 
working in Israeli cinema today.”

Earlier this year the fund launched its 
feature-length screenplay competi-
tion, open to students in Israel’s film 
academies as well as graduates of 
up to two years. Nine different film 
schools, representing a range of reli-
gious and geographic young writers, 

participated in the competition. 
The winner was announced at the 
opening gala event of the Jerusalem 
film festival.

“This diversity 
was reflected by 
the participa-
tion of Ma’ale, a 
school in Jeru-
salem for religious 
film students, Al 
Menar, a school 
in Taybe for Arab 
film students, and 
Sapir, a school 
in Sderot for 
southern Israeli 
film students,” Jack said.

To accomplish the second goal, the 
fund donated the award (the Gottlieb 
Prize Award) for best Israeli screen-
play at the Jerusalem Film Festival’s 
competition for Israeli cinema. Jack 
said the festival screens new films 
by young and established Israeli 
directors. 

New olim Effy ’06 and Tamar (Kram) Shafner ’06 pose at Ben Gurion Airport after disembarking from their Nefesh b’Nefesh flight last summer. 

http://www.sickamour.com
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Young Graduates Tackle New Ventures, Products, and Opportunities

After finally realizing that he was 14 
inches too short to play in the NBA, 
Jon Lopkin ’00 decided to start 
amüsegrafik (pronounced amooz-
grafeek, www.amusegrafik.com). 
Located in Boston’s South End, amüse-
grafik is a creative services boutique 
specializing in marketing strategy, 
branding, and print and web design. 

Jon graduated from Boston University 
and completed a graduate program 
in graphic design at Parsons, the New 
School for Design, in New York City. 
Since 2004 he has worked as a graphic 
designer and art director at publishing 
houses, advertising agencies, and 
design studios in Boston and New York. 

His new business works with clients 
ranging from the health care industry 
and cultural institutions to technology 
and business services companies. 
Jon has worked on projects with 
Amy (Kahn) Goldman ’90 (It’s Your 
Party) and Jake Palefski ’99 (Jake 
Palefski Orchestra), as well as with 
Reva (Levovitz) Gertel ’68 on Birkat 
Avraham, an academic enrichment 
program that honors the legacy of her 
father, Abraham Levovitz, z”l. 

 Yosef Gillers ’05 is the new 
program director for the men’s dormi-
tories at Yeshiva University High 
School for Boys (Marsha Stern Talmu-
dical Academy) in Manhattan. His eyes 
remain on the long-range prize: “to 
start a farm yeshiva high school.” 

Yosef, who is enrolled in the semicha 
program at YU’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary, graduated 
from Washington University in St. 
Louis in May with a B.A. in environ-

mental studies. At MTA, “I’ve designed 
programming which can be broken 
down into cultural enrichment, 
communal engagement, and envi-
ronmental sustainability. Hopefully, 
we’ll be covering a bit of all three with 
weekend trips to interesting museums 
and sites around NYC, in addition to 
weekly activities in the dorms.”

“My dream for the year 
is to start a garden 
rooftop atop the MTA 
dorms. There are many 
potential obstacles, but if we make 
it, it would be an enormous success.” 
Yosef is also teaching Jewish history 
to a class of seniors, using one of the 
books written by his former teacher, 
Rabbi Jon Bloomberg. “This is fantastic 
experience for me to learn how to 
teach, and how better to access the 
students,” he said.

 Aryeh Taube ’94 has launched a 
new business featuring a unique food 
product—USDA organic, gluten-free 
and OU kosher—that he hopes will 
become a popular snack. 

“Mini Pops” are air-
popped, seasoned 
sorghum grain, 
produced plain and 
in five flavors. “The 

product happens to be more nutri-
tious than popcorn—the sorghum is 
higher in protein, calcium and iron, 
lower in fat with fewer calories. But it’s 
a stand-alone snack, not a popcorn 
substitute. It is a healthy, delectable 
and crunchy snack for everyone to 
enjoy in any setting.”

The road to Mini-Pops began a couple 
of years ago. Ari was working in finan-
cial services, and after his hours were 
reduced “I realized it was time for me to 
go out on my own.” One night he was 
watching a Travel Channel feature on 
popped sorghum in Ethiopia, and he 

experienced one of those “Eureka!” 
moments. In the U.S., sorghum is 
milled into flour for baking. “But 
when it is subjected to high heat, it 
pops just like popcorn does. It looks 
just like miniature popcorn, but 
crunchier, with a nice taste.” 

 “I contacted natural food stores and 
health food stores all over the entire 
country. Nobody had even heard of 
popped sorghum,” Ari recounted. 
He acquired some 
of the grain and “I 
started playing with 
it in the kitchen 
at home, trying 
to pop it with air. 
I was successful 
in getting some 
to pop—it tasted 
great and I loved it.”

The next several 
months were 
spent on research 
and development, much of it 
concerning the manufacturing 
process. He opened a small 
production facility in Stoughton. 
“Originally I was looking to go to a 
contract manufacturer. But I went 
to four and was turned down by all 
of them, because you need custom-
ized machinery to accommodate 
the slower popping.”

Ari introduced Mini-Pops in mid-
August, and “so far they have been 
incredibly well received,” he said. 
“The fact that they don’t exist in 
the market has been intriguing to 
distributors.” Now he is looking into 
getting into supermarkets and other 
mass distribution, as well as online 
ordering. Two new flavors are on 
the horizon—caramel and buttered. 
Ari said the website (www.Mini 
PopsInc.com) has been viewed in all 
50 states and 17 countries. 

Ari Taube ’94

http://www.amusegrafik.com/
http://www.MiniPopsInc.com
http://www.MiniPopsInc.com
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YU Varsity Soccer Coach Lauds M-Cat Alumni

Four recent Maimonides School grad-
uates are major contributors to the 
varsity soccer teams at Yeshiva Univer-
sity this fall. 

According to Tony Elmore, head 
coach of both the men’s and women’s 
Maccabee squads, Meira Lerner ’08 
“is just all athlete… On top of this, she 
is one of the most responsible indi-
viduals I have ever met. When I took 
on the additional responsibility as the 
head coach for women this year, one 
of the first decisions I made was to 
make Meira, a junior, a captain, even 
though it was accepted practice to 
have only seniors as captains. She has 
played every minute of every game 
this year.”

Joe Itkis ’06 “is an intelligent and 
thoughtful individual who analyses 
every move he makes during a game,” 
the coach continued. Joe has played 

varsity soccer for all four of his years at 
YU, and as a senior he volunteered to 
move to defense and “is now playing 
90 minutes of every game in that 
left back position.” Nate Japhet ’08 
“does everything at 100 percent.” Last 
year, as a freshman, Nate stepped in 
for an injured defensive midfielder 
and played his way into a regular role 
on the team. Now he is a candidate 
to take over “one of the most diffi-
cult defensive positions in our zone 
defense next year,” the coach said. 

He also noted that Joe Blechner 
’09 is “an excellent ‘reaction’ type 
goalkeeper who just needed some 
technical brushing up to vie for the 
starting goalkeeper position. Joey’s 
great positive attitude and ‘coach-
ability’ led to the goalkeeping coach’s 
recommendation that he start all of 
our games so far this season.” 

Grad’s Blog a Case Study

David Gurevich ’07 reports that 
his work on the blog “Health and 
Life” is going to be taught as a case 
study in a popular business course 
at Brown University.  

David launched the blog in the 
summer of 2009. His articles 
explain complex medical topics 
in friendly, colloquial language. 
“The site has had more than 
300,000 different visitors,” he 
said. It also caught the imagina-
tion of Professor Emeritus Barrett 
Hazeltine, who is including a case 
study on it in his popular course 
at Brown, Management of Indus-
trial and Nonprofit Organizations. 
“I started the site to help people 
understand medical topics better,” 
David said. “Hopefully the case 
study will help students under-
stand some aspects of the web 
industry.” 

David said he has written more 
than 160 articles for the site, many 
of them investigative. A recent 
post, for instance, explored the 
controversy around Vitamin D 
deficiency. David said he typi-
cally studies research papers on 
the topic and applies knowledge 
he has gained from talking to 
experts and taking courses like 
Physiological Pharmacology. He 
added that he particularly enjoys 
asking former professors what their 
thoughts might be on a topic.

The case study focuses on the busi-
ness aspect of the site, exploring 
how David used his knowledge 
of search engine optimization 
and online marketing. He also 
has offered awards to generate 
attention.

Matt Brenner ’93 is joined by classmates Aryeh Haselkorn, rear, Yardaena Osband and Adina 
Bloomberg at his wedding earlier this year in Israel.

http://healthlifeandstuff.com/
http://healthlifeandstuff.com/

