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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.
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Alumnus Launching Global Effort to Preserve, Promote Jewish Heritage Sites

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Throughout the Diaspora are sites 
that comprise the tableau of centuries 
of Jewish heritage. Many are being 
destroyed or simply deteriorating. 
Yet there is no organization or indi-
viduals designated to safeguard these 
landmarks and pathways of Jewish 
civilization.

Here is where Jack Gottlieb ‘69 
stepped in. Working with scores of 
young, tech-savvy volunteers, he 
founded the World Jewish Heritage 
Fund, a non-profit organization with 
the idea of standing up for Jewish heri-
tage, returning its long-lost voice in the 
same way that UNESCO protects and 
promotes cultural sites. These efforts 
are apparent at www.worldjewishher-
itage.org. 

“The whole idea of the project is to 
promote Jewish heritage sites all over 
the world, along two different tracks: 
to help countries develop their sites 
and to help people get to those sites,” 
Jack explained. “We need to attract 
tourists to these sites, so the countries 
themselves will have an incentive to 
invest more money to take care of their 
heritage assets.” 

The question was: How?  “It was 
decided to take something old like 
Jewish heritage and combine it with 
the high technology available today — 
it’s a marriage that is good for both,” 
Jack said. 

The decision was to create a “heritage 
ecosystem” with three components: 
WJHpedia, which like Wikipedia 

is  a crowd-sourced database; the 
WJHtravel app, a GPS-based tour 
guide that accesses sites, events and 
trails contained in the WJHpedia; 
and a series of Heritage eBooks, each 
describing a different aspect of Jewish 

culture. Beta test tablet applications 
are already available to download for 
both Apple and Android users.

The project began about three years 
ago, when Jack recruited students 
through the Hillel House at the Interdis-
ciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya, not far 
from his home. 

“I tried to keep it a student project 
because they bring a fresh view on 
how to maintain Jewish heritage sites,” 
he said. “We need their perspective 
on what kinds of technological solu-
tions would work, and they are the 
ones who know best how to appeal to 
other young people, making Jewish 
heritage relevant and attractive to all 
generations.” About 100 students from 
countries throughout the world have 
responded. 

“They have laid the foundation for 
older people to transfer their knowl-
edge of Jewish heritage,” said Jack. “I 
can now input the story of my uncle, 
Beryl Chafetz (father of Frances 
Chafetz Green, ‘69), a Chofetz Chaim 
Yeshiva student who joined the Bielski 
Brigade during the war.  That’s because 
these young enthusiastic people 
created tools to allow me to do that.” 
Most of these students were respon-
sible for the nearly 2000 sites contained 
in the WJHpedia (see wiki.worldjewish-
heritage.com).

Jack hopes that high school and 
university students will continue as the 
primary drivers of the project. Next 
year, plans call for one or two schools 
to be working on a pilot basis, “taking 
a subject or an area and starting to 
map it out,” Jack said. He added, “We 
want to have thousands of Jewish kids 
working on this all over the world. We 
have developed an infrastructure for 
them to communicate, a virtual office.”

Jack Gottlieb ‘69

continued on page 5
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Rabbi Wohlgemuth’s Guide to Jewish Prayer Soon to Become Available Again

The long-awaited reprinting of Rabbi 
Isaiah Wohlgemuth’s Guide to Jewish 
Prayer is expected to be realized before 
the end of the summer.

The 284-page paperback edition, 
identical to the original, initially will 
be sold through the alumni office for 
$20 soft cover and $30 hard cover. 
You may reserve a copy by writing to 
info@maimonides.org. The $3 shipping 
charge will be waived for alumni (or 
discounted by that amount for gradu-
ates in Israel).

Rabbi Wohlgemuth’s teaching career 
at Maimonides spanned three genera-
tions, from 1945 to 1997. Alumni 
surveys and spontaneous tributes 
alike have testified to the impact of his 
Be’urei HaTefillah course.

The first edition, published in 2001, 
was transcribed by Rabbi Asher 
Reichert ’69, working with former 

parent Joel Robinson,  from notes 
recorded by Rabbi Wohlgemuth for 
this purpose. Some 3,000 copies 
were sold in two printings. 

The volume has been out of print for 
several years, and the current effort 
results from months of preparatory 
work by Steven Denker (father of 
Michael ’85), who tracked down the 
original files. 

He secured the encourage-
ment of Rabbi Wohlgemuth’s 
son Shlomoh ’57 on the project. 
Shlomoh Wohlgemuth requested 
that the text be reviewed by a 
scholar, so that sources his father 
knew from memory could be prop-
erly cited.

That task was achieved as a labor 
of love by Abraham Katz ‘71, who 
was such a devoted student of Rabbi 
Wohlgemuth that he established the 

Beurei HaTefillah Institute. The on-line 
resource includes a regular newsletter. 

Abe Katz’s review resulted in more 
than 850 footnotes as well as a four-
page index.

LEFT: The siblings of Doron Cheses ’14, right, welcome him to the ranks of Maimonides alumni following commencement ceremonies June 15: from left, Aviva 
(Cheses) Wasserman, Rabbi Noah Cheses, Tali Cheses and Ashie Cheses. They are the children of Nechama and Aryeh Cheses. 

RIGHT: Members of the Class of 1982 take time for a mini-reunion before Maimonides School’s commencement on June 15: from left, Mark Glass, father of 
graduate David; David Aronson, whose nephew Adam Katzman was among the graduates; Rebecca (Kolodny) Schwartz, mother of new alumnus Daniel; and 
Deborah (Levisohn) Stanhill, PTA volunteer in charge of the reception. Deborah’s oldest daughter is scheduled to graduate in 2015. 
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The official website for Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico describes the 
facility as “the Boy Scouts of America’s 
largest national high-adventure base. 
Its 34 staffed camps and 55 trail camps 
provide an unforgettable adventure 
in the high country along hundreds of 
miles of rugged, rocky trails.” 

Avinoam Stillman ’12 is a little more 
precise. “It’s Scouting paradise,” he 
asserted.

Avinoam, a rising sophomore at 
Columbia University, will help lead a 
hiking trek this summer for a crew of 
shomer Shabbat Boy Scouts. Among 
the teenagers he expects to see 
are two members of Maimonides 
School’s Class of 2018, Eitan Altabet 
and Mendel Weisenberg. They 
are members of Troop 54, the 
shomer Shabbat troop chartered to 
Maimonides.

Philmont, in the Rocky Mountains 
near the Colorado border, is some 
137,000 acres (214 square miles) in 
size, with rugged trails throughout 
the reservation. “There will be two 
weeks of hiking, with the only break for 
Shabbat,” Avinoam described, adding, 
“I haven’t done anything this intense 
before. Everybody I’ve spoken to says 
it’s the peak scouting experience…and 
I had some peak experiences.”

An Eagle Scout, Avinoam has partici-
pated in two national jamborees. He 
became involved in Scouting at age 
11. It was predictable, as “my dad 
had been a Scout, as was his father. 
In fact, my grandfather was also a 
Scoutmaster.”

Avinoam elaborated on the reasons 
why his decision was a good one. “To 
me, there’s no replacement for being in 
nature. The feeling I get in the woods, 
on the trails, I can’t find anywhere else.”

Scouting is “a way to give back, espe-
cially to yeshiva kids who don’t get to 
the outdoors as much as they should,” 
he continued.  The experience builds 
character, he said. “You are learning 
to deal with the outside world. Kids 
meet people from all over the country, 
not just Brookline and Newton and 
Teaneck. That’s a really desirable 
experience.”

Troop 54, which incorporates Jewish 
observance and study into the 
Scouting package, was a meaningful 
and enjoyable part of his Middle and 
Upper School years, Avinoam testified.

After completing his Eagle Scout 
project — new cabinetry to store jazz 
band equipment in the school — he 
worked with another candidate for 

Scouting’s highest rank, Yoni Nouriel 
’13, on a portable aron kodesh. “I felt 
I was spending more time at Maimo 
for Scouting than I did for school,” he 
laughed.

“It’s really a sign of the success of the 
Scouting program when you see how 
many people stay involved beyond the 
age of 18,” he observed, including at 
least two friends and fellow Eagles on 
the Philmont trip.

When not at Philmont this summer, 
Avinoam will be an intern in Israel, 
where he said a new network of 
shomer Shabbat Scouting alumni who 
have made aliyah is off the ground.

Avinoam Stillman ‘12

Shomer Shabbat Scouting Still Challenging and Rewarding for 2012 Graduate
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The 2014 Maimonides School 
campaign always will be known as the 
year of the alumni breakthrough.

When all is tabulated, it is expected 
that the number of donations from 
graduates will be almost double the 
number from the previous year.

Much of the increase was inspired 
by the introduction of Chevrat 
HaLapid, the honorary society for 
alumni donors. The name of the 
society reflects the bond that links all 
Maimonides graduates to each other 
and to their alma mater, as reflected 
in the name of the annual yearbook 
HaLapid (The Torch). There are 140 
members of Chevrat HaLapid.

In addition, an anonymous donor 
has matched every new alumni gift 
as well as the differential in increases, 
resulting in some $10,000 in additional 
funds.

“The outstanding response of our 
alumni demonstrates their desire to 

share in the Maimonides community 
wherever they are,” declared Dr. 
Ernest Mandel ’96, alumni chair for 
the annual campaign. “Alumni partici-
pation is a fundamental measure of 
the vitality of our school’s broader 
community, and the success of this 
year’s campaign and Chevrat HaLapid 
provides the foundation upon which 
to build our future.”

Eligibility for Chevrat HaLapid is stag-
gered in recognition of the fact that 
young graduates are just getting 
established and face college debt. 
The full eligibility requirement of 
$180 doesn’t begin until the 16th 
year out of high school. Although the 
campaign officially closed on June 
30, pledges and donations  are still 
welcome and we will gladly add your 
name to the Chevrat HaLapid roster.

Gifts by credit card may be made 
through the following link: www.
maimonides.org/donate, and 

pledges may be transmitted to info@
maimonides.org.

The school extends heartfelt gratitude 
to the contributors for their gener-
osity and commitment to helping 
Maimonides School fulfill its mission.

The following graduates partici-
pated in the campaign, with Chevrat 
HaLapid members in bold:

Alumni Respond in Record Numbers to Maimonides Annual Campaign

Sara Abromson-Leeman ’71
Allie Alperovich ’94
Meron Amar ‘10

Steven Bayme ’67
Ari Behar ’98
Moshe Beiser ’13
Harvey Beker ’70
Barbara Bell ’65
Arthur Berger ’62
Judith (Lupatkin) 

Bernstein ’00
Robert Berren ’54
Renee Blechner-Hirsch ’76
Daniel Bloom ’98
Rabbi Eliav Bock ’95
Judd Bogdansky ’02
Jenny Brenner ’90
Matt Brenner ’93
Jon Brickman ’96
Alan Brown ’75
Gregory Bunimovich ’94

Gary Cantor ’70
Joel Chefitz ’68
Tamy (Simon) Chelst ’66
Doron Cheses ’14
Rabbi Noah Cheses ’03
HarRy Chiel ’09
Hillel Chiel ’71
Jonathan Chiel ’75
Zvi Citron ’00
David Cohen ’76
Debra (Katz) Cohen ’69
SarahBatyah (Kempner) 

Cohen ’96
Rabbi Reuven Cohn ’65
Ethan Corey ’81

Yehudit (Robinson) 
Daitch ’95

Elka Tovah (Menkes)  
Davidoff ‘88

Jimmy Davis ’97
Meira (Katz) Davis ’65
Rachel Domba ’77

Blair (Chaletzky) 
Dorfman ’99

Elazer Edelman ’74
Raphael Edelman ’78
Janet (Bernstein) Eisenberg ’86

Roselyn Farren ’92
Marika Feuerstein ’05
Rabbi Samuel Frank ’57
Rabbi Lippy Friedman ’62
Boris Furman ’69

Allan Galper ’88
David Galper ’93
Shira (Langenauer) 

Galper  ’95
Chava (Hartman) Gamss ’99
Reva (Levovitz) Gertel ’68
Shoshana (Cohen) 

Glickman ’94
Scott Goldberg ’90
Amy (Kahn) Goldman ’90
Rabbi Edward Goldstein ’71

Judah Gopin ’71
Sharon (Hauser) Gopin ’71
Steve Gopin ’64
Jack Gottlieb ’69
Aliza (Vishniavsky)  

Greenbaum ’04
Batya (Drapkin) Greene ’91
Claudine (Cohen) 

Grossman ’91

Elie Hamaoui ’65
Eli Hartman ’01
Brian Hoch ’75
David Hoch ’77
Joseph Hoch ’80
Yael Hoffman ’95

Alexander Kahan ’13
Israela (Levine) Kahan ’99
Rabbi Raphael Kanter ’77
Abe Katz ’71
Ari Katz ’99
Avi Katz ’77

continued on page 5
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Alumni Donors to the 2014 Annual Campaign

David Katz ’88
Naty Katz ’73
Noam Katz ’05
Rachel (Chiel) Katz ’01
Shari (Morgan) Katz ’88
Tova Katz ’01
Robin (Aronson) Katzman ’79
Seth Katzman ’11
Benjay Kempner ’98
Orit Kent ’89
Emily (Gyenes) Kirschen-

baum ’95
Ashira (Gendelman) 

Klausner ’08
Avi Klausner ’08
Moshe Klausner ’06
Rachel (Epstein) 

Klausner ’07
Alex Klibaner ’91
Izik Kohanim ’02
Tyler Korff ’04
Joshua Kosowsky ’83
Toby Kram ’98
Adam Kramer ’13
Miriam Kramer ’13
Lisa (Kahn) Kriegel ’93

Yonina (Katz) Langer ’67
Yaffa (Stern) Lauer ’56
Ethan Lebowitz ’97
Sarah (Lamport) Lee ’03
Joel Leeman ’71
Sharon (Epstein) Lerner ‘81
Amy Levenson ’80

Mark Levenson ’74
Rebecca Levin-Makarov ’98
Eitan Levisohn ’92
Max Levy ’08
Leah (Rosenfield) 

Lightman ’78
Noah Lightman ’61
Joan Listernick ’81
Marleen Litt ‘96
Rabbi Asher Lopatin ’82

Elliot Mael ’83
Joel Mael ’75
Ernest Mandel ’96
Jonathan Marcus ’99
Miriam (Stramer) Marcus ’99
Adina (Polen) Mayse ’01
Sandra (Cohen) Mazur ’78
Jennifer (Kosowsky) 

Michaelson ’85
Bruce Micley ’73
Jonathan Miller ’07
Mitch Morrison ’82

Yoni Nouriel ’12

Aaron Peromsik ‘90
Abbe Pick ’04
Ben Pick ’97
Alan Pickholtz ’61
Elisheva (Klausner) Pinsky 

’04
Yoel Polack ’12
Ari Pomper ’05
Ruth (Abromson) Poritz ‘77

Barbara (Cooper) Radinsky ’61
David Rapaport ’77
Michael Ravid ’97
Rabbi Avi Robinson ’97
Rabbi Ari Rockoff ’92
Rabbi Dani Rockoff ’95
Shuli Roditi-Kulak ’00
Elliot Rosenfield ’84
Sheila (Silver) Rubin ’68

Lori (Michaelson) Salkin ’00
Jeremy Salzberg ’05
Amitai Samuels ’12
Raphi Savitz ’96
Naomi (Abromson) 

Schechter ’77
Ben Schimmel ’79
Sara (Kirstein) Scolnick ’65
Frances (Gottlieb) 

Schwartz ’72
Marissa Schwartz ‘09
Rebecca (Kolodny) 

Schwartz ’82
Rabbi Shmuel Segal ’00
Ari Shrage ’96
Michael Shrager ’09
Esther Simon ’74
Steven Smith ’77
Mikhael Smits ’13
Cantor Alan Sokoloff ’78
Yitzhak Sokoloff ’72
Ahron Solomont ’76
Sheera (Kessler) 

Solomont ’76

Rabbi Dr. Haym 
Soloveitchik ’54

Deborah (Levisohn) 
Stanhill ’82

Jacob Stark ’11
Dani Stein ’92
Naftali Stern ’57
Avinoam Stillman ’12
Jamie (Chiel) Sturm ’04
Jennifer (Pick) Sultan ’01
Daniel Swartz ’06

Raphi Toubian ’02

Max Vogel ’08
Sandra (Listernick) Vogel ’66

Ronnie Wachtel ’60
Sam Wald ’92
Joey Wallins ’04
Ezra Waxman ’06
Eleanore (Stern) Weiner ’58
Judith Weinstein ’74
Avi Weiss ’94
Sandra (Wintman) 

Welkes ’98
Rephael Wenger ’79
Kenny Wintman ’74
Shlomoh Wohlgemuth ‘57
Caryn (Litt) Wolfe ’99
Josh Wolff ’89
Robert Wolff ’59

Josh Yarmush ’09

Elie Zimble ’08

“The greatest power we have as a 
people is when we work together, to 
build our heritage together,” he stated. 
“Anyone can already do it; everyone can 
share. That includes audio, video and of 
course pictures. If you have a walking 
trail in New York, for example, you can 
add an audio tour guide.”

Jack has spent his career in business. 
A history and psychology major as 
an undergraduate at Yeshiva Univer-

sity and New York University, he said 
he “always had an interdisciplinary 
interest.” He added that he and many 
of his Maimonides contemporaries 
were inspired by the teaching of history 
teacher Bertram Gerry.

“When we started the project, 
selling Jewish heritage was a difficult 
task,” acknowledged Jack, who has 
financed all of the work so far. “Now 
it is becoming popular because of 

Jewish identity issues. The Pew Study 
is motivating people to look at ways to 
strengthen Jewish identity. This could 
turn out to be one of the most impor-
tant ways of doing it.”

The grand opening is planned for New 
York in September. Follow them on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/world-
jewishheritage for more details.

Alumnus Launching Global Effort continued from page 1
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Maimonides Alumni Here and There...

Pillo-Polo Tournament

A new Maimonides School graduate has 
been named one of the top five men’s 
basketball players among all Jewish 
high schools on the continent. Yoni 
Klausner ’14 was named to the 2013-14 
Jewish Hoops America all-star team. A four-
year starting forward on the varsity, Yoni 
led the M-Cats to their first post-season 
tournament win in several years. He also 
became the sixth Maimonides basketball 
player to surpass 1,000 career points. 
Jewish Hoops America provides exposure 
and a forum for teams and players, mainly 
through its website, jewishhoopsamerica.
com. The website features weekly rankings 
of the Top 25 teams nationally, daily 
updates of scores and records, scoring 
leaders, previews of big games, coverage 
of Jewish tournaments and a forum. A 
year ago Yoni was named to Jewish Hoops 
America’s second team all-stars.

2 2
Rachel Renz ’10 graduated from Stern 
College for Women a few weeks ago with 
honors, carrying a double major in Jewish 

studies and English literature.  She received 
awards for excellence in Bible, the best 
research paper on Jewish history, and the 
best paper in the humanities. Now she will 
enter the Divinity School at the University 
of Chicago, pursuing graduate degrees 
in Hebrew and New Testament. “The 
approach is historical, literary, linguistic and 
interpretive, outside of the Jewish realm of 
text,” Rachel explained. 

“Love of Judaism should allow people 
to look critically and put the Torah in 
dialogue with non-Jewish texts, to not be 
intimidated to grapple with these texts,” 
Rachel said, noting that the discipline will 
require knowledge of Greek, German and 
French as well as Hebrew and could lead to 
a college teaching position.

“I want to credit Maimonides with 
playing a tremendous role in shaping my 
interests, commitments, and standards,” 
she stated. “The environment set a really 
high standard for me, and having high 
expectations is the way you succeed.” 
Former Upper School limudei kodesh 

teacher Malka Simkovich “inspired me to 
go into this field, and to really understand 
an academic approach to Judaism,” Rachel 
said. 

2 2
A new book by Jenna Short ’03, Cooking 
Allergy-Free: Simple, Inspired Meals for 
Everyone, is scheduled to be published 
in the fall (and is already available for 
pre-sale on Amazon). According to 
Publisher’s Weekly, Jenna’s catering 
company, Shortbread, “is geared toward 
accommodating food restrictions.” The 
book uses a system of icons to show when 
recipes are free of the “big eight” allergens 
— eggs, soy, nuts, gluten, shellfish, dairy, 
corn, fish — and suggests alternatives 
as needed. The 150 recipes have been 
tested by a qualified dietician to ensure 
their accuracy. Strategies for grocery 
shopping, stocking the pantry, and keeping 
an allergy-free kitchen to prevent cross-
contamination are also included. The book 
is being published by Taunton Press of 
Newtown, CT.

Several teams have registered so far for 
the Maimonides School alumni pillo-polo 
tournament, planned for Sunday, Aug. 10 
beginning at 4 p.m. at Judge J. John Fox 
Gymnasium in Brookline.

Games are planned for 4-5:30 p.m. The 
format of the tournament will be determined 
by the number of teams assembled.

Among the special guests at the event will 
be Ernie D’Agnelli, Maimonides physical 
education instructor for 37 years and the 
godfather of pillo-polo in gym class.

To join the competition, write to mike@
maimonides.org or call 617-232-4452, ext. 
405. Teams will be organized from alumni 
who register as individuals; formation of 
teams is commendable but not required.

Special activities for children will coincide 
with the tournament if there is sufficient 
demand.

The Maimonides Class of 2014 included 10 children of 12 alumni, most of whom posed on the front steps 
before commencement: front, from left: Adam Katzman and Robin (Aronson) ’69, Ariel Warren and Laurie 
(Walter) ’86, Shoshana Katz and David ’88 and Shari (Morgan) ‘88, Joseph Solomont and Sheera (Kessler) ’76 
and Ahron ’76; rear, from left: Evette Ronner and Janet ’72, Ilana Corey and Ethan ’81, Daniel Schwartz and 
Dr. Rebecca (Kolodny) ’82, David Glass and Mark ’82. Also graduating were Yael Green, daughter of Elissa 
(Levine) ’86, and Rena Weinberg, daughter of Herb ’80.
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